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The 1997 TAFF race has been cancelled, by mutual agreement of the two
current TAFF administrators, Dan Steffan and Martin Tudor. Thus there
will be no American delegate to Eastercon in 1997. Both administrators
believe that "the cancellation will be a beneficial break for TAFF and will
Igivejthe fund the lime needed to resolve recent problems of finance and
PR", A race ~ definitely planned for 1998,
Steffan said that the main factors in the decis- TAFF hopes to expose to fandom's wider
Ion to postpone were the existence of only one audienceN.
full·fledged candidate and the lack of time; it Steffan continued: ~It goes without saying
was only marginally affected by the recent that the problems in Britain and the subse--
Nfinancial malfeasance" on the UK side. "The quent secrecy that surrounded them have
lack of aSl."Cond (and preferably a third) candi- been bad for TAFF's reputation. The impact of
dale made it impossible to properly conduct it all has already generated a lot of hard
any kind of legitimate competition". The feelings between fandom and the fund, as
candidate was Luke M<Cuff from Seatlle, well as between the two branches of TAFF
whose nominators were ]oseph Nicholas, Pam itself. We deply regret this and hope to use
Wells, Lucy Huntzinger, Jeanni.' Bowman and the next year to repair as much of this damage
Jeanne GomolL The situation was discussed as we possibly can. The Trans-Atlantic Fan
wilh MtCuff and he agreed to withdraw his Fund is about unity and co-operation and
name from consIderation, while expressmg anything we have done to dampen that unity
hiS support for TAWs growth and recovery. is directly contrary to our allns and
~He then promlSl.'d to defimtely stand lor mtennons.H

TAFF m the future, providing that the TAFF £rlmds from TAFFboy by [AIn Stt/fJ2n, arwWJit
admmlSlrators then pronused not to hold him jo, lm SAt Of IRe from J8O.I South 9th Stml,
to hIS promISe'. We promlsed.H M<Cufl IS ArllllgtOll, Virgltllll, USA.
actIVe In convenhon and fanzme nrdes In Lult McGlIf/. am bt amtllCftd lit Box 31848,
America, and IS ~exactly the sort of fan that St8ttlt. WA 98103. USA

1997T':7A=FF~R=-A:-:C::E:-:O::F=F:-;:::::::ca=r,:::::sa=ga=n O==ie=:S
CUI Sapn. tht astronocner, writer and somce
popuJmstr, died of IeukemU on 20 Decembtr ,ged 62.
SagmfiJSlamrlOlhe.ttaltJOnolsll'l.'AdmWltlltus
ground-breakJng 1966 book 1nidlitm1 U; m lltt
UJlmr7W, wnttm Wdh the SoVld astronomtr L S.
Shklovsl.l. I re~lSbC but mwgmah\'e acrount of the
possibilities ol.hen bit. Mmy more populISt booM
foIJowtd: Tht Cosllll( CoM«tiorr (1973), 1N {)rgpts of
&Itn (1978) - • Pul1tzer Pnze...WIMer .bout the
evolution of human intelligenct'. p.Jt BJW" Illt: A Vis"",
lI{ tM HIIII'IIIII Fwlllrt in S,.et (1W4), and and most
l"l'l:e\t1y T\t Dtmon HIll/ill", World (1996). In the 80s he
did much topubljrise the dangers of nude.ar winlef.

writing the technical and intluenhalNl,ld(JlT Wi/ltrr.
He wrote and presmled the dazzling TV series

Cosmos in 1980,a popular introduction to astronomy,
and entered sf proper with Ilis 1985 novel Conloet.
wruchinduded a message from the c:reator encoded far
into the digits of It.

As a planetary scientist he was involved with the
design and instnlmentation of il number of 5~ce

probes. includlllg the Viking landers in 1976, Manner,
wlilto,PIOIIM(on which ht wilSalso responsible for
the famous plaque l/Itended fof alien eyes). and
Voyaget (lhedlSCof re((lf(hngs).

HlSpopulISt ilpproidl-p;utKularlyinr-
5OI'Mhn'Ies wned hun the scorn of fdlow SOftlIlSlS, ilS

dld,llIthee.ulyda)'S,luspromotlCl'loltbepossiblhty
of tlltnlemstnll Wt. But tit W<JS ~tant.

mamtauung lhat edlKallnlllhe public. both to Ihe
woodm and dlngm of 5OCI\Ce, wa:s j responsibility
thilt soenhsts must live up 10. - Orns TtJnm
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£4S.TheJS8Nisl851233689.ThellJlObook$nsi'r'ibtt~mtn3ldWlgilwe

(246xlB9mm~ so fewve shII·spaoe now. Thelxlokwlbelatroct'«lsholttybetaelheputKaliondat.
a1Ea$lerconinl./Yerpool.Weopleswilbtavaiableltler•.

TheEoFhas992pa~.«rnparedwilhlheEoSFs1J70.Therear'oYeI'4.000entries(theEoSFhas

0YlI"4,300).ndoYel'lmi1lionwtrds(0YlI"1,3mi1on).Ch.rtewrol.aboutl,OO.OOO'IIVtlsandGranl.bout
250.000,incWngmostolthe<:W1emaentries,MikeAshleycomr'bJtedabout200,OOOwords(Artluian
ertrie5, $Upem.turil fidlon, magazines and a~tIIclkges), O'l'lIlaogIord abouIBC,OOO (many al1he
·metjfandalJlhorlfTlrills).Ronrfl8l"abl;ul60.000(corrics.~noYeII.illustration).BrianS1abletord

about SO,OOO.RozKaveneyibl:U.2S.000andllilColter(mosllyresponsiblelortheleleYi5ionentriell
about20.000Th«eeremanrDlherCOl'llribl.Ccn.LiklItheEoSF.lhe~rJFillla5yhuno

illustrabClfll«~JIils.There¥eaoss-nlllOOOtSlo1heEoSFwher.~.

The~noltSthal'1al1iS)'lSllieIdalbalurerllicaly"'lmmscien;ebon.l· I
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~.lhaIahlwortdwilbelllXJ5Sible,tuItOrie5S11 wilbepcllStiel'J"'oIherM;wtf$~

NiUSOCllledparCl··I· .... iiI,.,.CQ'faltaru'YissTORY·IlrianArnllEA'fl~oIlalUsy
ua'llzzy .... lIa11oU8i They majDrli'lnnce ...... slWldllrUsymlBlgllil"lfllllS
n'lrilenn:lINdon ... prtSU'lIplion ..,. ... pos.sMJ-lpwhaplnot,..·

ThenyonfNllASYeIabor1tes,taki'lgIP'll'Io .... IImIil.-lllfJedeliilion-u,
5tII~Ilory.pII'tlIMlS~-nlacbnt:r1lesadelalbal.. typicatllrUsy_
'IItidl"mlybede$cribeduIllQlryalanATllldpwagillMIlCMWif:-'liaaeethlAE<XXiMTJ::IN
alwtlllhas been~andalwhatisatoAlollappen.and'lltidl rlllYbdYeapdolRl
lIET...woFI'H05I$ol pn'Qgln$t Cl" world (or bolhl- no .... BlC.ATASTlD'IlE, wt.e1Tla'Tiag8s may
OCCU",;..st~lriselhebiwTWll.AM).and1hhllaME.UlG:n.e ... prdJIerns""'as
CklIe~JlII'ClAIrIJ.. tIeilTpiedrescbonIUSUlllytolhiWfllDlg;asherdes. "ngIc
lafWrPlSlS.t.lllSlIICQ'TIfTlOI11:"Geft:fAHr~.'IlhII:tIdi::ln'Wlltesllem~.isnormlty

5U\ICIUl'edsolSlOdNramplebonlldefDlelyl···tWld~isl«IhISre;lliO!I.too.tha1lll,1"deIrilionrllJSl

p/etlttl:nu'rllOlim'llhidlllal'llsoi1delarusyinlhem.'
AtmJ.oIlhebookislhelargerunlleral 'moIil' ertries. wtittllerTn ,.,.edttQ~ilfIllypre!.

0YfIJI1he EGSFs '!hImes'. "Some 01 them (ljke.w:UTIl.ALIfEIIORESandCCNMEllIAOEU.·ARTE}wn
'l.rr<:w~ terml: IOfJ\4I Qb "f:ACH'TION and IlEAUTYI_e elisMg lenT\llM with m~lCaIions 1« larnsy
!hat h.iJd not OCCIJI'ledto us betae: and some QiktclI()SSIl~rc~ and "OUlEAand WAI'lSCOl)Wl!l"f tools
ot literary anilysjs wtIich we had tound rt ~ecessary 10 atal.: Oltler IIlIrigurrog mOOfs are 00ll8l£
lWlC£·TOlO. T~ltlNIlIG,AMN€SIA,lEARNSBETTER.LAII'I'RlN'T~.IoIASl<S,P.o.AOllV.O'CCuRSECwl.H(l£AeRS

!lAIlPI.ACe,R£cOONITION.WflCH(;Nli:ssamongsl~nrll\lllrctt.s

-ChrisT~n
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New Worlds At Fifty Paul Kincaid reports

NBA Collapse Hits Publishers' Profits
The coIapse of the Net Book Agreemenl has had a significant impad on mill1Y pubishers' prolils, as
showninllleir.re~ltsfortheyearl99511996. Though sf and lantasy publishing onfyfoons a part 01 most
publishers'actiVities,t.hebadliglJresarebollndtohaveanelfectonthenu~berofbooksissuednexlYear

and the advances paKJ 10 authors. SI and fantasy can expect 10 bear their share 01 lhe cuts, The main
publishers 01 genre material are shown in lhe table, where the only real exception to the gloomy prolil
figures is Linle, Brown, As is clear, a general increase is sales was no!leflected in ncreased proli1s; the
heavy leadoitem disco.mling which lo/kM'ad lIle collapse ollhe NBA was blamed tor this.

Tales Of The Legion
Sa.ndlll.Ul f'rodllctions is a group of artists
dedicated to making si, cyberpunk MId gotIUc
horror films on a low budget, all of whom operate
on a deferred'payment basis, Their current
production is TalN oftM !.trio", an si anthology
series in six parts bastd around the 'Terrestrial
Legionnaires',lheuniversalmilitaryorganisationof
the future; a group of legionnaires relate their
stories to rdieve the boredom and strain of war. As
well as promising a stylish approach to sf while
remaining "true to tradibmll storyteIluIg
methods·, Sandman hopes to provide a "deep
expkltabonofthehumancondibon."

In 1946, demobbed from tbl' illmY, a group of bns
who used 10 meet ilt the White Horse pub III
londm deCIded to revive Ihrir prr-WiIJ fanzint.
Notvt TtI'nIt. BUI this time il would be iI
profess!onal magulIle to rival the Amef'i<ans..

The conSortIUm, which included people hke
ArthurC. Clarkeand jolm Wyndham, and with
johnCamell as editor, launched Nrw Worlils. 1t got
offtoashakyslartbuteventuallycametorompete
wilh the besl in the world. UnderCamelllts writen
wl'fe,"vaned asE.e. Tubb.jolm Rankme, Bnan
Aldl~ and) G Billiard. but II was m 1%4, whm a
young MKhJeI Moorcock. took the helm, Ihallt
ameto intl'fNhonal pronunence, wcouugmga
stable of Bnttsh wnters lhat mduded Akhss and
Ballard,Barringtm Bayleyand O.M. "TborMs,M.
John Hirrison and}osephine Suton. NtlD Worlds
welcomed expmmmlind became the focus for
what would be known is the New Wave.
Experunent courts controversy and failu~, ilnd
there wen examples of both - Norman Sputrad's
Bwg]ad &rronoctaSlooed aqueshon to be asked III
Parliament about the magazine's Arts Counal
grant-and asa result it was never as linancially
stable as it should have been. Publishers changed,
themagazinerollapsed,wasrevivedasaquatterly
anthology, fizzled out, Wis revived again, again
died, ilgain was rdlom - most rl'mltly as an
anlhology senes edIted by [)avid Gamet! and
publIShed by GoUancz. And agam 11 disappeared.
But through It a.II,11 M 1le\"I'l" qUIll' dll'd

On 2O:h November 1996. MJc~ Moorrod

PRtT'unOPITC.'chan,.
0.736 ·11.0

34.0 ·)8.0
5.1 ·)0.0
2.26 10.2
0.103 ·21.0

)).6 ·16.0
1.22 13.9

'chan"
2.'

·11.0
10.1
18.5
14.1
·0.8

6.'

The pilot tpISOde - "Waltu!g Room" - IS

firtisbed, iIfld cmcems a dysfuncbonal tno of
iegionnairessent to mapadesolateplilnd,onIyto
fall foul of a psychotK computer that is even more
lone1ythan lhey ilre, ilnd is willing to do anything
to keep their company. The serond episode, "What
Butler Saw", is currently in production. Sandman
are now looking for backers to romplete the series,
including theSci·Fi Channel; if this faUs through
direct-to-video marketing will be attempted,
coolainining the first two episodes bound bya
linlingstory.
Corrllld; Sandman Productions, 15 Argyll' Street,
MossIey, AshtorrUnder-lyne, Unaslure. 015
OHG

hosted a. puty iltlhe Murder Orte bookshop on
Channg Cross Road to celebrak '*- Worlds's 50th
birthday. Manyof the peoplewhohavebeftl uwolv·
ed with Ntw Wotfdsover the yt'atS wen pment. u\c.

luding Moorcod., Gaml'tt, Aldiss, la.ngdon }ones,
Michae1 Butlerworth, Colin Greenland, Graham
Chamock, Maxim Jabujo~ki, Andrea Dworkin
and others. Ceremony was kept to a minimum 
the only spefCh was a succinct instruction from
Moorcock to "Drink up", a suggestion
enthusl.3sticalJy welcomed by the writers, critics,
editors and publishenin attendance

AlsoavallablealthepartywilSaspeaill'Fitheth
Anniversary Issue' of Nl1D Worlds edIted by
Moorrock and in lhe A4 kmnal that seems to have
beenmoslpopuJarWlthcoll«torsandreatlersover
tbl'yeMS.Thetistofcontribulorsdemonstratedthe
ilbilitytodw\gf'dtrectioowhidlhasalwaysbeen
Of\(' of the reatum of tbl' magazine: Peter Ackroyd,
libby Houston. AkIiss, Moorcock,. )xk Trevor
Story, Andrea Dw-orkin, lain Sindair iUId Huvey
J""'"-

Earlier Ihe same evening. just iI hltle way along
the Channg Cross Road al Forbidden Planet,
HarperColhns hosted a party to launch Stephen
Baxter's new novel, VOJ"Igt.Thosepresentincluded
Malrolm Edwards and jane jOMson of
HarpeTCoIlins, [)avid Pringle 01 Inltr..orlt and
writers Robert Hoklstock, Paul McAuley, Enc
Brown, DaVld Gamett a.nd others, many 01 whom
wenlontobolstertbl'numbeJ'siltlbeNnoWOflds
b"".

Genn i.prints SALtS t.
GoUam::z, Vista 23.2
VOylger 565.0
Hudline,NtL 88.1
Orblt 32.0
JIIillennlu. 26.'
ROC,VltInq 3".0
Cor91, Bantlll 56.0

PUBLISHER
Cass!ll
HarperCOllins
Hodder
Little, Brovn
Onon
Pen9uln
Transworld

IMSUlSTAHTW.The~s1magazne~tdtedbJ
P_IrdO¥e 8wtt5Irt,wle:tasepul:1blionwilhlskut1ISM,
tbIsed~wlblIrtll..rrH.P"lSnotiClt.~·h"5

cbngrtYlewslorSFXandilQ.llntyworUlgO'liDrlWlonowtl.
·ChnIReed'sBICtBflinR«IuHwilIal5ocease~p.i:Iki1lon

wilhll$lWel'lly-lhirdlssut ~wiIlinSleiidbecomean.,.~--ARTY TUT1JRE The iIiosyncratic cireclor Peter GlHn,wly IS
planning to make an sllilm. Gr8M.way -1'ItiO made Ills name with !he
~4fnancedn.DraiJ9hrsman'sContraclanoeemet1teclhis

wulyarryreputalionwithAZId.ooTIIONooghlsandT/ltCoo.\
IhtTlwf,HisWdeandHetLMf-canlcommandlargebJdgets50
he'sWWlkl'lgotusn;1hebizarre\.l'blnlwKlscapeotCublIorIoeltion
wert.~t«nalitntesrivalI'lHavana,wtlere~b)'

tbrtJfrshisjuslbHtl F*"*ed9 yNrSalterils maIo:ng. hens
SlI\IdI;bylle~oIthefit(ll9Xl5a1dtcolol'b¥l

~~LlSldbJlamlie5l1hing~:"dtscrilId...
eIled as "tNlmagil: """', Gteenawafs ims IIso mad! fie
,...,otMic1lielNjmal,whowndrnostoltlemill1d... onto
~SUCQlSS'Il!lhtl5so.n:tr1dllorn.PiKIJ.

HoRRI8lEI.....GlHlHGSillnew~dlr.UedION~nl
worIlotFrilllelbet.Ecitol'JciIlnHowardsay$:'WeamIDClMfal
a$pld$oIt1$lileanc:l_lI'oml'l$irrlkJermlandawar~

Sknesol~I'IorroI.$I.IdlasCULadyofDMMHs.andl'lis

SQlfUficbon,suctlas T1lf8igTfllf,tQlhetale5otFallYd.ncIlhe
GrayMousrr Hom'tIe!magltwtfptlopestodotorleiberwha1GhosIs
&SchoIarsdoestorM,R,Jamrs:ThemagazinewiJlpublisharticles.
noIn.ncIaronotil!ions,re'Mwsand bibIiogfaplliealdata,uwe!l as
lic:hco1in'1heLeibefTraltlioll':t:Clfllr'bItionsareactivelytne:Cll.l'.ged.
TheConsUtanl Edlor is Rosemary Pardoe.
Thefkl~ is sctJecUedlO appear in summer 1997 a1 a pnoeol
050(S6)roc·P&Pld1el:f.ltsFli)'illleIO'JohnHlM¥d'j,iWIClbolh
CIOIIrib..UrlsandortlerlMt.lgtakennow
Cotucl.JoIIn~.1IX1T~~8c:uroook.

~1l297AYTel0121'71U20

YOUIt MoVE ... kXDG1g 10 Awn! qe¥ldAnsi:lft, BSFA
CoInc:iIlle'l'berI&aleoMlEdwarlb.I\OWlx*lLl:~

Tr~boslianddliJUJ'lIIinigingdredof,"'.iI~.
baIllI"'HClMIHcnIiInPrd,whoillle'YiIrilMInUlId
(Prollil"sla"ldaeul{MiIlalIm'I)rtJqIiIlicn5hasmysllriouslyblln
plled'eq.alstalus'.PrtiIlt.'
'TlmKolmln,joindy~I«Or!lifsWlll1l:onN!orltlI:orTwlg

~oIFanlasr,isI\OWEdloriaIOirectoratOrb'l.

A/:"'E~AMCES Slorm eonltantlne wiI appeov allhe l.etcester
WrilersCloJlon6Feb.lalkilgatxlulltltlantasy~,Ad'nlssionis

£3(£2,ltlWaged);~iaAoom16,L~CIS!erCcMlegeolAlUt

El1lciIton. J.9pm.(;(Il~d:LeiceSlerWriters'ClUb,LeiceSlerCollege

olAdJlE<1Jcatim,WelIir9onSlrI8l.Leic8sler.TeI:01\6270037'
AsKMEANontEJlAJla-succ:essflAynmings/~torlClrTlt

t'N".IINo¥aconilOd ...... VPOllSrownianmingoutol
~andneeds~.• OOtsrl'lIIiItl8l'whiltl)peols/YOUrNd.
OfwtlelheryouCOl'lSlderrcuser.~Ofan'lf*'Il'Ill'lJna

~hereeasal1ypesand'-lsolqJe$llOl'lS,H",lIIso

~hn.fessl9tYIO"'SlbnClIn9quesl1On$'olIOJI1P'l¥lf"l........
Cor.cecr:VIn'ICtIBroorn.l06Gteenl.Mles.W)'ldeGlIll'l.Sla:ln
ColdMId,Wesl~,B735.1l

T~WIlDCAHADtAHBovNdIi'lalf' ... "speoeICl'MnaI
edlionolOavel..M9Ofd"sAnsil:tegayeusTomHct·sq.ilesplendd
I)'ricsto'TheWidCwdanBof.ilpieanol~~to.

eertai'lYil'lllJ.AAownsttrilic.Canllhink'llhohemeans.lUhere ....
I.... dlOiceSlanzu:pemapsyoueanWlll1l:~OUI

BySCfselhJgentsp'l!l'IItuarldbyLuna'ssilverbeams
Helabulaled wonder and anatomize<!OU" li"eams.

Byph~iIOdgeousarldsuctllypesthatbo1aniSlsemploy

Hejlfessedandltiedlllem"hisbook,lhatwidCilnacbnboy.
AndwllenhWOlkWlSOI'8l'andlhem9'JlYlasllwasdone

HelookedarOl.lldtwn,yIM'IelIandsaid11wrilear'lClt«cne.·
Andonlisq.JeSthepolleredlorlll.llelJysseslranTroy

HentYerl'ladill1lOl'llll't'IrtSl,NwidCanalWlboy.
Sol\OWhsealndYllUMps~ho.qlhpllSl

Ill\lIynolbeqllleperleclb.JlrllWe5Cl'l'lfl'lCll'll!llhel.
AncIsomeffiilYrrU!!r'QImyGod.'tllJmosl$holJ'AllJboyf
'~coslhey~lolln"'widC~boy

FIAIeJlO'lAnsil:Mrr3'1.lYiiIiIblelor~SAE~DMl..arMjord,

9oCLO'l<tJnRoad.ReiIMg.lle!UIw•. AGl5AU.)



His Master's Voice
The Science fiction Oral History Association 1$ a
non-plOfil organisation tounded in 197710r the purpose of
preservlllgsf'shentage,lnlhetormofaudioandvtdeo
tape recordings. The US-based organisahon - whose
funds ale mostly denved Irom membership dues - has
soughlout and duplicaledval~able recordings. engineered
Ihe reoording of InteMews with si proleSSlOflals and fans,
and eslablished Ihree depository sites lor archive material,
at Eastern New Mexico University, M;chigan Slale University,
alldthe University of Kansas. It is now searching for more silesbolh
inside and outSide the US. SFOHA has also sponsored programme event al
convent'ons. bringing together participants whose personal experience spans the history ol modem sf from the 1920s to the
present day, and regularly records programme items al conventIOns large and small.

In order 10 do all thislhe SFOHA needs help. People are needed to record events 31 convenbons,conducl inlerviews,
assist In reviewing and calaloguing r~rdlngs, make conlact with fans and profeSSlOOals who can share then knowledge of
sf and fan history, help duplicate and distribute tapes, or simply show ~eir support by ~ming members. 'RegUlar'
membership lor a year ctlsts $5, and the 'Special' - which includes a T·shlrt bearing the organisation'S logo - ctlsts $20 a
year
Contact: SFOHA, cJoJean Lynn Bamard, '810Char~on, Ann Arbor. MI48103. USA
Emall:sfoha@cyberspace.org

Scribble, Scribble, Scnbble

·Followngonlrom~sWorldFanlasyAward,Chrlsloph... Prlesl's The Pr8sIigewill linally98\ us paperbacil pul:jcation from Tor,whowon
the 'spril&daoolOO'
'TOl"willalsobelssuingFrilzLeiber'sllnput:Nished TheDealingsolDarnelKfSUndl,A $ludyoltheMus·/nsalllryaISmithl'ille.AA
Ll'tnown Leiber marlUsctipl has also bee!ltound, daw.gfrom t936andhls ClllTespondence with H P.LovlKl"af1
,AI1dTOl"hascommissiooedBSFAAwardwimerBrlsnStabletordtoexpandhlsklalo9l1QVt1lla4rW1erit:Ih.Earth'ln1oanoYei, ttlbe
c.aIlidThe'nMriIMofEil!1tJ
'Newfromllldelatigab!estpoel,S\tVeSneydlsStar·~ngledShaOOws:Poef1yIll~Fa~-!1lcIr!/JO$fIlI960S,Sneydsays

rt·s"lhefirSll!V9l"delailedovtMeWolafaSClrlallngbmeIl19ffi1epoetrywhenloppr~andedtOl"sYkeBlisl1,KniItt,KorrtIulh.Lowndes.

PeN and WolIhetm pubIlshed their poetry In Ianzines, and l.owaa~·s work got rts cwoouni!y 10 become a roH: Ther.'s an A·Z ol people
andpublicabons, aneJamWiationoltheluSlcricalconleJll'lCluQngpulpsa/ldf6.(stsongsl,andeJtradslrom poems and edtoriaJsol Ih.
bme"costS£195inc,p&p(~espayablelO·S.Sneyd")from~opPress:4Nowell~ace,AJmorllbJry.Huddersfield.HD58PB)

'Stan Nleholls has been commlSSlOfl8d by Bantam Books 10 wnte a rIO'>'eIisallOOollheColumbta PlduresTV senes Darll Skies, an
aiens·IliIeO-Kennt!d)' chase Ihrill!l so far unseen in I!le UK It should be pOOlisl1ed IfI America in May 1997
'Americans! novelist M1chael P.l(ubl-McDow.U-pen-nameol Midlaei Paul McOowtlJ -p1aysg.Alar, keyboarclsand viola in the
loIk·roc:kgrOl4'The8laclc8ookeand,wholaS1yea(~sedakYeCDlrscaJledFIfSIContadandisonDoclekaRew<ls,nshooldbe

availablellvouglspeQahSllmporlers

Forever War Film?
llofsFlmshas~ltemo'lkt~IoJoe

Hlldemsn's (iass/e The FOffV'ff War for
$365,OOO.Veryli'nely.wilh1heSWship
TlOOPl"1lilmCUtllUllhOsyear: FMl.... War,
P'JbIist1edin \914 an<l lhwW\o;) OfIHakleman's
IIlpSriences in VielNm (he WlS sevvretr
wounded Ih.... and won a Pwplt Hea~), is
widely seen as a rtbutWolltleHeinlein
book's miHlaristic: pt,;IotQphy,
'AliWn 01 Robert A. Helnleln's TlleMool!i$lI
HlI/lihI./isf/f$$lsdefntelyl/O'"Oane3d:a
conrradhasbeensig1ed

Besl Sellers of 1996
The'9ooI<wlktl'1OP15Illr<1llel<be~

in Ihl UKin 1996i'1<:t.w:ltdoriyllY.. lillesol
Il"Y8 " ..."st Tom Clanq'S ExKlltl've
OrdtIrs(Harplli'Collins, £17.99) was \41hwilh
58,401 oopie$: Jan. Goldman's ThtX·Res
8«11<oflhelklexplaNd(Simon&Sdlusler.
£16.99) was 15thwilh S4,223;an<lT...ry
Pralchell's HogIatfIIN (Gollancz. £15,991
cam. lllh'lltn 69,092. ThB Pratctlllt filrJ'is
dtceplMl _ ~ was lIfIIy pOOIishld in
Novemb..-. Th..-. w.... no si. fant.llsy or hon'or
titlts Inlhe lop \5 paperbacks.

lfew Fantasy Zine
ThB-.ar~YkIoMryTongwlsa

nIIgUinI 01 'GOlNc Fanruylor1hll MiIlllll
nUn' supJIOl'Ild by some olltltl bul·known
nlmlSinlhegenrl.lI·Sl\lflbyaool«tive
COOlposldolStormConSliUlllnfl.CleoCorlllll,
Graham Joyce. Brian $talOelord and Frlda
W~on.theedlorisEloiseCoqulo.'V"lStJn·

III'/TOfI(JUfIISlllflWooncepIinlll1lin&s,
ccnceivIdbyStormCons1antintandEloise
C~,showClSlflglidionollr.edarklnd

SIo'1sua1lha1hasbeenprocllcedll)'wrnetl
d'awnIOIheGolhicgenrt.lIi$IIrea<t,r$UppOl'·
tedll)'arunlllrol8Slalllishldfantasyand
hon'orwnl...s,whowillconllibul.lolNlinlI
ll)'providingedlingseMcesandarticleonlt>e
genre andthwptolesslon:
Th. magazm. is keen foencouragtwritetllS
W9II as readers: 1ht edlOfs art looking 101'
~~nysubmlssior1solpoetry,h(:tlon,

bookreYiews,rtIallldar1idesandartwork.AlI
acceplld. wnIIlfIldioo contribuIKIfIS will be
grvenprolessionallevelecl\lflgandr:rit>l:ism'
As VTis a non-proI~-makir>g eoIkM:tive the<e's
no paymtntlo:r material, bullh. atItn1ion ol
sudlleadr1gwritersshooJdmak.uplorthat
VlslOIIlIfY To"llus,£l80illCp&p(c:hequts
payabltlo'PKes1l111on1from6Sl,lIonanfs
AVIlrIJe,SlaIIol'll,ST174LT

Many thanks to
John Bark, Paul Beardsley,Binnil19ham
SF Group. Andrew M, Butler, Michael J.
Cross. Sieve Gfeen. SteveJeflery. Paul
Kincaid. Dave Lal19ford. Stan Ndlolls,
ChnsO'Shea, Peter'oo1'ough SF Club.

Geofl Ryman, Andy Sawyer, Bnan
Stablelord. Martin Tudor. Mark

Valenbne.alldJulieVenner



-recent & forthcoming books ------

--- Gollancz ._. ,~_.~---:K.L.GuInClyolbions{VaSll SDec(RI961j:£U'9pb,l92pp}-E-'Y'HlJnsh'

~IMC.a.rt'&"t.McOIAyRlt1llll!rIO(Y1SLi5Dec{FI1996}.ES_99pb.4t2pp}

Eard1q.lai.e ItriIer o.\es en, rpA WIS • 3-pq IIlOWIe oudi'le lepnnted here J5 an
idcIenQ.m.~ydoedsllDn!)'il:.lnslwlgmebook.

*GftgoryBlnlordTmt.JQPe(Visl,a SDec(Rl980),C599pb412W1-8enIo'<fsbeslbcd.
lllme~ati»510ly~lSaImosliil1~IOHo,II5Theilll:1ctclu1llotqlbetter

~ T'-5lOI'(1 aiII ..... Bri:rlfs_altle EngIishdasssyslem.l1IJ}Slasellsill
~.60s~SlilcorM:lC85W!l.llewashre blAhewasWltlellllOO..
IInWcOonalda.(\'JstISDec(Rl99S).£S99pb)

*GwyntCIl.lonel P1IoItIrClitjO 16 Jan 91; m.99It1. 29llpp)-lmIlnh'AlacIn'
~.lciIcM'9(1'1m~Q.-,nlNotflWildnlsellnpnXK)\'8i'S.fIe

*",.-fMld. -n.... watds...,wcwlclf.l'lfleselaslclaysalan.~<:nEirlt.·
*PhlipTttWinnardThtPaslor(020hb97.£16.991t1.352IlPl-Trewi'fIatd'SI996boc*

Tht8l.mrlpwaslh.~-o-..lorJt.VJhorroIncMJI,andhsl;Xl'll;$Tl5l"OI~1'1

se¥dlb'llIl'fwtl_.wha·lvnsllIdl'llO.·.~'MlI1dal~~

'/IIhnnofwlgn:lnoone"q.Jle.lhey ...... ~lJelJe¥1al.allStleP~.1
mysl«lDulman ..... oA:/oIolrMg.JIhohold5K1MlRlgepowefovetIB·
Isuc.lllrno¥RoboI()wmsjVista 20 fltl (R 19l16): £5.99 pb)
Isuc:AIlmo'l'RoboIVifI:Irw;(VIStI20flb(ftl990I.£S99pb)
SlephenKklg,DlnSiINllCnJ& GeorgeR.A. libftinDaltVisD1s(YISli:20FI!b.£5.99pb)
MIlurC.CllrUi'rlpItrItEM1r('mtl20Feb{R19151.£09pb)
SImonR.Green ONltlsla.br(Visla.20Mar(R 1995). £S.99 pb)-Flassue.

Slmon R. Green DN6'Jstlbf War (Vista 020 toW: 1.'5.99 pb, 516pp}- Third in tit
'Oul!Islab'senetI.
Arthur C. CIIrte 1111 FMrans ri PndsI (VISU.: 20 r.lar {R 197'9): [U9 pb)- Reissue 01
C1arkt·I·Sl*tlllMtor'book. ... ~I'ITIp'(Ibw.• igrIly~(a'ldm<Mld5tldh
• bill Sri L.-..
Grtgory Billiard oh,. CkuotDl N9WlVlSl.l: 20 Mir (fl19771. £S.99 pbl- Reissue tJ!he
h'W*'*(bool
"*..."..~WirtdI(OMar:C3.99pb. 128pp1.)-A 'T.moTemn·Qy.!heirsl
dtilll'S book Iran !lr9*nrtSldllt".... beUllrknDwntorl'lEla'-IWn .... suc:ilu
11lfAk:hentstAl1O\4ItJd'tiendeodelOgelBigBertN..lhei'5d1ods~CCIl'IlIU*,

onlo#len.ntlluarmKlbyOerekElfuel
SItwMlrtinPassoIl#lft.lprJ~ItIdat.PIa,,(lnligo0Mir:~.99I:O.l6Opp1.1

-TheUSCJ'Ji'l-.ciWldador1lmslOplIi"\'1fU9 T'heldeplly-wtIdlwlbestagedfll.«w:Ql
f1illU'M1997·OlIlU'llIanlllllSJll'*lme$lg~PieassoandEi'lstelnill904 .....
cbIopIbIcontIlcompeIilgelMlWlillontJsaenc:eandanandlhM~onirap:ty

~fI:JOfI'(MIOfldudednWASP. Jhel9-bgWanaol,andPa1ferloffJelUlrlQ

*"'JohnHlnllon$plftJLile(OApr:m.99t().256pp)-'Nt~runnc
........ il t.Dncm II'ld &ocIIpeIl abouC a auiIr Iar!he geneIic:s I'll1$y nl t.
NlIIICinIIlIJI .. IsobeI...nowmIoIyShellkeslnewDNA-buedge'lellClrNlInelt,and

~~==.=.~l!h«IrdliSlcar5.c:anp.a'1.bdelh1oIogyltld
OuaneFrriielBad.Ytmory{OAft:t15.99hb.384pp)-Tlld'rJo.trkbyaHouslm
mldnsysllmSlI'\IttSlltlOlAalargeo:rnpDr~lItIjedloelllrionlranallacker

.'sll'llilralldfleirnelWortl.
ThomaIT.... FogHNt1{024Apr:[16.99hb.256pp)-~hk.
hWOlek\lII«I JheLcn r-'t o..jrterwO/ItTSupetrlitInISI:Jnes (0 Aft· £11.99
t(),l92pp)-Fc:u"ml1e~dtien·s""".

PetlrOlcklnJonJhe8lAHtIlt~£ ...sopb.2«1pp1.)-RessuedJVJlllllitilrdasy

- . Key '-'" U ._-

pb.paperbadl;hb.harcllack;tp.l1adepaperbac:k;pp.ertenl
l..ilklstrated;ed..ediIed:A(x).(!ISSlJefr~(frslpuljcationdatel

c:oI.-SlOIycoleaion(sameaU1hol): anUl.• anthoklgy{cilIefentaUltlors)

*.Hicj1igll: <§j>.E(fto(schoice O-Fi"slUKeciIion
Tfealluturedates'MlheaullOfl.A1I~rernansbyCtvisTerran.

OuoIedconvnemsarelrompublishers'malenal-caveareffl/Xot4

*K.w. Jelel' Biadr RIXIIlM 3 ReplicanlNi(lt(070d.m99hb.309pp)-5eqJeIt1lEtlge~

fU7l.nHettJelertngallt$lnII)'pCaIyDlckJanr_sIip.flwtlIdlDecbrdsebluQyIO
ilTllMediredOlandwald!e1tllSiltreloldlsltH!I*nI$$IlOI
MlchMlMOOfcock ThtD.1raISAlf1lfErcriTIIIlf(70cl,£6.99pb.6&4pp)-Vol. 70llhe
E1tmiICIlamptOl1':contailsAnA¥enHul(ilMsededcatt'esildudeBctCalvertandLemmy
ol,~OIIltad).ThfHollowiAndsalldTheErcofAJSon9tTllel't·sWlOitlWjcMaliritod.dion.

lhi5llmtremncinguliol.t.IoOIcoQl·sattemptsatfildesikJesal1orialeleganoein1hesiX1ies
'FOI,a w/'MIe Itook to weomg odcty·eut jadlels and ltovsers, dppng eamalions in green inkalld
dJsl~myembarrassif9yrobJstINlureswithtak:inlhthoptollookingpalefandlhefelclft

mor'flter,sting·
""cedes LIclI;'y S1lIIm &taking (0 7 Od: £16.99 hb, £9.99 lp. ol35pp) - F~iSY.

~SIOnolthe'Mage$UIfflls"1rlogy'"theV~afstnes(whicIlnow.amoorrtstoI9VfK'i
lhid<.~s).lu1lratedWl1ilsomecompelentlta~tryanll'lCreditediltJSl(l.arry~on?)

AngutW.tllt Etilf's CIlIIenge(O 21 0cl.£16,99hb. £9,99lp,"4Opp)-Fantasy,oondusion
clthe·EDe'dip!yd:llnddelaytdIrlwnAugusI.Welsli'mtlNollinghamandisalormersland
lantasy6ditor;he·salsowl'itlenll'U\'lbel'oIpseudonymousWestems.
TtrlyGoodklndSb'le~rNlS(.NoY:£:699pb,1056pp)-8ook2c1TheSwordolTNIh·

More~CapildsItion,IIIiPli,aodSwOldswith'TMI"wriIlI!l'lCfltlemtlthe!lA1tler

adYentl.I-es cl till 0JlV'W'9y-named RictlardCypher Trid<.yOdy?
*A1isonSlnclall !Ii.oe/lNtf(O 18 NoY,£1699hb. £999 lp. 344pp1-Secondsl OOYIlIlromthe

il.Charcllf9aCMS,A$lOl)'oIl,f1(1erwi*·adaptedtunansonltH!~<dDnyplilllll

llIuehe;w1whoar'I,JItIfr .... clbelngFNsedWlfllll'll),l"cI\eIT~OIIIIIIg

AdlmNlcholll ThrPU*ssW'Y(018Noo' f1699hb.£999lp 407pp)-Fi/1lU)'sttflthe
sameWO'ldiSW"l)fIhel.«d'$VH.NidIolsl'l(M'MsI'\Canadaa~l!fmud1~

$. D. PerryAIiW ThriAbymft{018Nort W99t() 216pp)-NoYeisallonolthe'Oi~

Horse' vaphc IIOWIs "'On the space: SI*ln InomNla the rUnous Or pilIJ CtudlIli IDl9
IhereslJtscltlsla1tsle~,"iIII tobmglunan¥odalielllOgelle"asClllfbang:

$ 0 PelJyIli!he~oIS1MPerry.'IlIIlwhomsheWftlU!Aiens:The~W...
EIlenOatlow(ed.)WiId.Mt1ce{OHov:[t5.99t().l'9.99lp,32Opp)-Anlh.cI~

stlntStlwnedM~.oonlribultnnc:tJdeJoyalCarolOales.Michaelt.larshalSn'l1il.

CtrisqiJerF~If'dPalCa(jgan.

TerryGoodkIndBloodDlr.FoId(00ec:£16.99hb,672pp)-8ook301'TheSwtrdol
T"",'

M1chaelll'OOfcock8'ICl)f~(Oec,£:6,99pb)-Vol.8olthe·EtemalCha'nplOl1'

*Gr.gE!II'l£lislress(PhoenJ ODec £599pb)-Hardsl'lllllmlldl~1

_"'"VtfloutAlifrlS O'rnbus(.lafl 97. £599 pbl-CG'llall'\S RogueandAliellHaIWSl.
M1ckt'fZuck"Aeldlert8lyMt1R~roItiJan;£699pb)-Firtisy

*Ja~D.W.ltonThfO:lubleHtlx(Wflden!eld&NIcoIson:Jan;f16.99hb.24Opp)

Non·Iicfion,Clusleaec:ountollt1,diSCOYelyollhestnJclll"eolONAWlmar.ew1fl1fOdJeton
byStevtJones,R&cOIl\IIltnded.
W1IU.m H. Cllvln How &VIs T/W;(Wtidemekl & NicoIson: 0 Feb: £11.99 hb. 176pp)
~·fidion,AlheoreIicaIOlllfOllhy$ieistexaminesissuesolthel)rain,A1andll1etvdulion

andMurtdileetlonolllttllgenee,Otherintrtplgtillesllthe'SdeneeMaster'seriesindOOe
JomO.BarrowTht~ofthe~.PaulD.a;;esTheu$'ThreeMixoirs.lanStewa~

Naturt's~.St~H.Sd'neideriAbOIlftolyEallharcGeorgeC.WilamsPlln'rc

PurpouflNaW:aI£6.99pb.
:C:.:~~~PmoeolDtmons(OFeb:£16.99Itl,£9.99lp.576pp)-Firtlasy,

*Ptul u.. SImmon flAlxJ Not: The MalOOgollllade Rt.mer (0 Feb, £17.99 hb, 46olpp)
NoI\.Iidion,l-t.nltedsoll'll:u-solll'l\erYleWswithalthekey~~WIYOIYedflmakngthe

keysllimoltllelaslrwentyyNI5
IiIdIMlMoo«:ocllTl»NlrwNa!u'll~thec.wtmphtt(Feb;~.99pb)

Rlchatd WNle (ed) K"flj/AtrtuflL.,r1,Il(/HisIory(Oenl 0 Feb: £20.00 Itl. 400pp)
Anlh,oIN1tulanlelll$.manyll'wIa1edllloEnglistJkx-1ilelirsl:lime
KIiIh Thomas Re.Ipon nJ IN l:lectne 01 Maplc;{Wedenleld & NKDSOIL Mar; £22.00 hb,
736pp)-Non--lictIon ClaSSIC1971It.CCU1ltJ"'Ilhya.slJ'Ok:ll}y.'IIIId1aaIl,IIlIgICiIlhe*'v.
diwIabon,lI'ICJetIIpropheoe$,pstliandl_wereall~woousIyb'f'EnglistmentJ

t1e16tJifldl7lhCilflllll8s.andholl'anclwhytGdIanged.'
*HanyHatrilonl1leSlullessSlHlRarGoesllHel'(OMar;£16.99hb.22olpp)-TheRat

lIddei,rtIigIousa.Cwt.::hhasIo01appedAr9*oa.
Mercedes L&tty& lMryDlxon TheSl.wGrJFiton(Mar:£5.99pb)~Farwy*....... Billion T1Ie WisIq T~(Mar:£".99pb)-FnI-Blehorrol'l'llMlI..$orr.oelIwlgnaSfy
flEpp1gFnst ReconwnnIed.

*luciulShlpMl8lmlc::le8lfleSplaw(0 Mir;rt6.99hb, £9.99lp. 256pp)-CoI. ol
Shepard"s shortbon. AboflCU»s'A lAIIe~ t.b1c'.1heBeastolfleMedand". AI
tlePertlmeIlNlb(.1UnanHiItDt(,1'he~Spa(.-d'SponsflMlenca·.

KriItN Kdvyn RlIICh 1he Ftr RNlI (0 Aft: rt6.!I!I hb, £9.99 -.' 576pp) - FilUsy.
twd'lliUneonfle'f.,-1Ifqo*lCf
StlpNniPerryAilns.~IAft;£of.99pb)

*Bn.aSWling (.:lI1heAUdJfNlfwott(0Apr:rt6.99hb,£9.99lp.512pp)-NttL tJ
SlOI1eSI_ongnaI)blslldlRU'ld~,UIll'fIA'rSandtobotsffonSlephenKir9.

NpK.Oi:*.~Bear,IWiamGaonafldofe-s.~bySlrilg.

aIdIaeIlb:wcodi; T1wFM:tIWlI!IISMrHltld(Ap';~.!I!Ipb)
.IIn-. Bitqt Rcwia'If RescwIAft; £of.99 pb)-loUntuws 1inI5y.

=t
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---Voyager---

IlIcluuillgLittlt,B,ollm,Wan1tr

-- Orbit

Mamananwhe!1hisereator,NorbeftRead,lansintoacomaaftl!facarC'ash,HesaV9Sa
~fromamlJ9l)elwhohethentOltUreSlodeath.'hewlWlec!eliwringall!ClUreonll1e
nature d lhe UniYerse, 01 realily belOfethe FalI,the true sigrilicanceol Ihe Alchemists'
GreatWOOI-:indlt1eaWGildlingrewJdlialionollheliYirogv.flhthedead:Oysongoes

Illcluding HllTptrColli'ls, Flamlugo, FOllt/ltlll on 10 make afilm 01 Read's mtl$t famous story: "Big Tht.nOer' and el1rad vengeance on its
\IIt'Wtf5,LiwrpooI.born(nowLO$~esresiden1JAlkinswrolethesaeenplaysforlhree

*Mlchael r.Latlhall Smith SpallfS (HarpetCoMins: 0 24 Od; £9.99 lib) - FoIk;M.up 10 the oIlhelourHe6r.rJserfilms.ar.dlhislsl1lssea:tldr.ovel:the~fSlwasMom61g5lar.

muc:t1·praised QIIy FrNWatd. Chase story conceming alPJUPol c:iikhJ1 raised as span.parts WillllmHorwoodSeek8rsarlhe~(HarperCo1ins:OFeb;£16.99hb,c4OOpp)_

torrichbastards,andlheifoo-llopel'lTIh:ler.Exci1ingbulmetaphoricallymurky CooduOng\'OlumeIl1Horwood'SluplrleS8OeS.
WiIH,m Horwood The Wlilws and Beyond (HarpetCollins: 0 • Nov: £12.99 hb)- Third cl Alex Kershaw J8<;k LMcn1; A Vie lHarperC<JlIins: 0 Feb; £20,00 hb, cJ20ppJ _
Hor.rIood's sequels to 71Ie Wsnd"ftIII Willows. BKlgaptlyoltheaultlaolltle!asciS16,'stopia TMIrofIHe6I.
JackMeOeYittAocientS'lot8s(04NoY:£5.99pbl JuIIJn ....ySkyTriIiJm(OFeb:£16Jl9hb.c-4OOppJ-~ayedIromJufy, The fOUlth and
5amuelR. DelInyNeverjgna(4NIl¥; C6.99pb) last 1rilium'book, andthe second by May alone.
81rtlaraHambly MortlllrofW*,Ier(O 4 Nov: £5.99 pbJ *Arthw Co Clam ~,: ~l..a$t~rlOMar: £16.99 hb, c4OOpp) - The final
Hal Schulter &Wencly Ralhbone SlarTre/l' The lJn,aultTorisedA·Z(O 4 Nov: £6.99 pbj 'Oatssef book. ~egecIy. III wtich"the Iidtt oIluciler [the name by wIlich the;gnit8d
AndrewMurrayThe ToIJ<iefJQW8ook(04Nov:£4.99pbj .kJpi1erIS.b»ImIIS'xt~s/led." and f()(1!le second lime il four miion year$, I!le

*BrianAIdIIlTheSecrefolThisBook(18NoY:£5.99pb) MoooIithawakes,ThelimilleSSpl1Nerolan_lectInl:logyhasdeddedwlialparl
*I'tIISp K. Dldl The Game PlayefS 01 Tf!aJl (18 Nov: lS.99 pbl-'Weareenlirelysurr~by OOmaMym~slplayillheevolulionolltleQ3laxy. whether~wal'l\$lo()(nol:

Vugs: Aewnmended. Robin Hobb AssasM's QIest lO Mar; £16,99 llb, c9lXlpp) - F*,a1 voMne 01 the
SlepllenDonaldson The One Tree: TheWOl.I'ldedLand;'M'IiteGoldWHlIder(18NoY;£5.99 'FarseElfTrVogf.'I1ougIlHollblSrlOWworb1gononall8Wser1e$seIilthesamel¥Orid
pb)-ReissueliDonaklson'ssecondseloldoorstops. *MI~ Shlll tMity lHarperCol\J1s: 0 Mar: £15,99 hb, 27lpp) - Near·Mure fldiiicat
SllaronSlllnnArcNngellI8Nov:£5.99pb) lhriIerfromthel~erdplomatandPlessSea~arylctheOueen.'I1isfOlXye3l'$snce

*Slephen 8al1er Voyage (0 21 Nov; £16.99 llb, 581pp. aIIetWOrd.liagrams) - With su~ SrotIand became Wldependen\, and ~ is struggling. A worktMde recession has trought
timing BaXler visits Mars il his new~, an impectatMY'lesearched a~ematiW histcry based mass unemployment and ledlo~ cMl ~nresl-the SeoIlish economy is coIapsing.
on wtlat m;g,t have happened had America tollowed ~p on the moon liIl10ngs ill969, Here, (No cllange /hell',] Bul~ by ac:ddent ~ lIle dseonlent is being deliberately aGtiestrated
KennedysuNivestheassassinationanernplinl963-t~wheelchu·boIJnd-andeler1s as part 01 a COYeriandI'lClCUslnterr.abonalintrigJ,:AUS.basedmultinalionalollers a
llI'IOUgIl irltIuence over Nilon to push fa a Mars landng il 1986. ~'s written '" a lislincrty solution, bulala pnee, ...
Arn"erican sr,1e. and Baxterord1eslrates a larl;lll easlwith SOOleskill, Rewnmended Susan Sheeb-¥yenson & Lewis Ppnson The Fontana History of Scient» in Sociltly
KevlnJ.Andflson71JeX.Files:Rvins(2Det:£5.99pb) (Fcn1ana:OMar;£12.99~.512pp.,j-Non·ffclion.E.umirlestheilterpjay~s6enee

PhlllpK.Dlek Clans oftheAlpllane Moon12 Dec: £5.99 pb) Wlth sooety. re6gion. and demOO'aty
*Rober\ HoIc1ltock AncienIEchoes (2 Dec: £5.99 pbj-'tdy1hago'oowI. Rec:ommended. Steye~ In the Blood (Flamingo: Mar; £9.99 pb, 320ppil.l~ Non·ticlionfrorn ltle Me

MihJelferluShadowliQhl(2Det;£5.99pbj-Fantasy. popuIanserolsoence,subtltled"Goo,GenesaroclOestiny".
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T.H,WhiteTneOnceandFufuleKingl2Det;£6.99pb) Lewis .
Jack Yance Night Lamp (0 Jan 97: [9,99 tp, c400wl - °Againsl the badld"op 01 the Gaian AnonylTlOWl Tom ~ncy's ~Cen!f8: Acts cf War (H~s: 0 Mar; £5,99 pb,
Reach, the widely populatedr~ li space wliere the liJ dl'fr$ity ~ lunan development is oIOOpp) - Techrlo-lI'ti8er. "Created b'f CIancy and StIM Piecz!ll'"Hk, lIle actual writer is
revealed, the s10ry 01 Jaro Fath I.Iltclds: from wildilg «phan to spaceship caplain, a tale 01 unaelfted
adltenturearocldSCOYerywiltilytold." LlWI'en.ce M. Klaull The Physics o/Star Trek (Flamingo: Mar; £6.99 pb, 206ppJ-
RaymondE,F~stRageolaDemooKinQ(OJan;[16.99hb,coIOOpp)-Fantasy,YOI\tne3il Non·liction(sortol}1romapo'lysic:sprctessor.ForewaclbyStep'1enIia~
The 5erpenfwar Saga. *UmbertoEco",*:~ardl/o(thePerfe.clL1fl9lJ1198(Apr:£7,99pb,eolOOppJ_Non-Iidion.*Jedl WOlTlldl Let's PIJt the Futull' Behtnd Us lFJamilgc: 0 Jan; 1ll.99 pb, 311>pp) - well described by rtstffle.
Associalional.FIer)'sa1ireselint~NewRussiafromtherenownedsmoker *Doug,lasE.WJn1erlecl.jMiJlenrilJm(OApr;£16:99hb,c4OOppJ_A'WI'lparoondllOYella'
J,G.8alllfcl RvrmgWiId(Aamlngo:OJa.n;£4.99pb.l1lppj-AnO'leIJa. by~ ~er lrames a series li s10nes SlIm the decades ~Ihe twentieth cenllJlY.
J. G. Ballard A User's &ride to the Mi/leMium (Aamingo: 0 Jan: £6,99 pb, 320pp) - Col. 01 Contntll.tors i-dude Joe R. Lansda'e. F. Paul Wrison, Poppy "l Brile, Whitley Streiber,
8aUan1sessaysandreviews, RamSlyCampbeI,andothers
J. R. R. Tollden The MonsIefS and the Cn!ics (Jan: .£9.99 pb, 25lipp) - F.S! paperback *Step1lell8u:1er Vlt:l:l\ll7l~ms(HatperCoIfIS: 0 Apr; £5.99 pb, c4OOpp)-ColI, 01
publicaliorl ot Sf\ltI1 ~ Tolkien's essays, including "On FallY Stooes" Baxter's °Xeel..o~ort stones. moSlty pub/i~ l!1/nlerrone

fH=;:.h~~~~99o~b.~)~=ict:~~:na: ::~:y~:': :~~)l~~~ :n~~y~ =sC::~'s ~:'IIl: ~~~~~~~ ~
hasaflecledloday·sdlilaen.whohav&erntlraced~wholeheanect; Burrcwers Bene.Jt/I, TIle Transition of r~us Crow, and The Ciockof Dteams. The second
J.R.R.ToIkJenTalestromthePenIoosRealmlFeb:£12.99hb,224pp)-CoII.otToIkien'steur I'OlYme will be ISSUed In Ju-ne
sIlorter fairy laJes. Farmer Gifes 01 Ham. l.eaf By Niggle. The Adl'enMIlS 01 Tom Bombacfland *Melanie MeGllth Hard,. 50ft and Wel (HarperCoins: Apr; £16,99 hb, 32Qppj _
S<nnfIoIWO(l~Mapr, , . Non·ficlion, InvesligabOn Into workIlI'ide.c-,t>ercutrure and ~s associated ~festyles: road

*PelerAlkinsBigT1lr.rIlder(HarperCollins:OF&b;£16.99hb.352ppj-DeIayedlromlast.A9ril prOles1ers,Wuswnters,tedlnoma,o'.s(nlcep/llase!),neo-Luaites,ambien1DJs,emaiI
AKm.Newmarl-esquesoundr'ogtale'~Valen~neDysonp Ifnagirlethis IS a relerencelo iu-nkies and so torth, Mi;<>ratl1 is Bntlsh. and in the course 01 'Mit~ ltus travelled widely:
ValenbneDyal,theblack-YOicednarralor~the~rmenfI'lithFearracicseries),\'IClOUs london,SanFr~sco,Wales.NewYork,Singapcre.Moscow,Prague,Bertil,ReY$vik.
doakecIavengerolthe19~'sp.ilpmagazmeSlrange ThriI:s,whcmateriaisesIIlpresem-day Worthllvestigatrng

Faesler:.saysDavidGerrold.EYll(1the~slooklikerecruitingposlers,Threeh;rther
I'Clumeswilbelssuedmon1hly.

*Tom Hofl PainlYwOfaJ1OfllOOe:e;£15.99hb)-HumorooslantaSf."Sculptress Bianca
WIIson,isalivinglegend.S1Gecrl/lISalSOaieg&1d,buIool~esolMng.However,wlien

Bjancas sculpture 01 the patron sainl and his scalydlum gets a bit fOolile.ike,h'sbc.uldto
open upaYeryoopeasanteanliwyrms ' ' ,especiallywlientMOfagondecidesltlalifsbme
10Slllherecordslralght:

larry Niven, JefJy Pournelle' S1even Barnes TIle Dragons 01 HeoroI(5ep (A 1995); £6,99 TomHoIt MyHerol(lec lA 1996); £5,99 pbj-Paperback 01 HoIl's previous nMI
pb)-SequellOTheLegacyolHeoror, DavldFalntvchChal/enge(sHope(OOec:£H9pb)
L.E.ModeIln,JrTheDea/tlolChaos(Oct;£699pb)-Famasy Ca1tinuesthesloryollerris DavldF~ntueh~r'sHopelOJan97;£5,99pbl
/ron1 The MagicolRfCb;e, Oavkl Feintueh Fisherman's Hope (0 Feb 97: £5.99 pbj

; ~;~~~ttleBe=~~~;~~~~~~'~e~~a~~::SY~~r~:~~:eVt1~ *~oh~eC~U~~:~G:oM~~~~~~o=s~?n::~:~~:
published later in 1997. fromme.~ is, quite srmpty. essential. Seepage 3Ia!urtherdelans. The bockwill be laurdled
DaYidFeintuchMidsh;man'sHope{ONoY.£5.99pb)-FwSlvcl\lllteet'TheSealortSa9l'.s1 shonlybelaethepublieation date at Eastercon il 1.iv&rpocM, IIld copies wil be available
acMlnture on the hf1'I S8i1S et space - "Reads bl<.e a rolaOOra~on between Heinlein and C. 5 there

-:M:tifi1i?iiiii J!14!ii!



~?:~~?:::~~Bordertand{NEl: 5 Dee: £5.99 pb) - C~ssic darkis an CJlabridgededtion-mostrecenl paperback
bylainSindair

Chaz Br.nchley Dispossession (NEl: 16 Jan 97: (5,99 pb) - Horror trom the
NewcastJe·residen1 exponem al 'Northem Gothtc·.·A man awakes in hospital wilhno memory 01
the previOlJS months. As he sln.!gglesl0 unravellhe flUlZle 01 his new ~le arid solve a crime for
wtichhehasevidencestoredinhiscomputer.heturnstohiso/de$ttr~-abealllitL"bulfa/len

angel·
Phlllp G. WillialllSon Enchantmenl"s Edge (NEl: 16 Jan: £5.99 pb) - Famas1, volume 1 in a
series, The sequel IS
PhlllpG. Willlamson a1lJs's World (0 16Jan: £16,99 hb)
Jon Couflenay Grlmwood /Wio.ad/b 10 NEL: 16 Jan: £5,99 pb)- 51, first publication
SimonClarkKing 8J00d(06 Feb:£1699 tlb)-Horror
AllanCole Wllen rile Gods SIepI(06 Feb:£16.99hb)-FarUs1.firsl in 'The Tlmll"a Triogy
C.J.CherryhCJoWsRider(06Feb:£16.99hb)-Sf.
John DouglaslooEvent(NEl 6 Feb; £599pb)-1iomlr
Eric S. Nylund AGalneol tkJivel5e (0 NEl: 6 Feb: £5.99 pb) - Fantas1, r~sl plJ~cation

Mark Pepper ThtSholfCul(NEl:20tdar:£5,it9pb)-Horror

- Hodder & SloughIon - ~
~ ~ ~ *HafryTurUedoveWM1War:StrikingrheBalance(050fc:£16.99tt]-FII'IaIYl:fumeinlhe
::r:; alIemative·WOI1dteltalogycorceming an invasion by lacertine aliens QJIing Wcw1dWar 11.

5imon CIWk Darker (NEl: 5 Oec: £5.99 pill - TIWd nwellrom ltle Ooncaster-fesk:lent a\llhor

~~, oilhtinteresting8ioodCrazy.

!rWJI1JNEL~1 ~~ ~~::as~:~~E~5~~'~~~~~~~~:a~=~=S:
Mark Peppet' Tile Shon euf(O, Nov: (1699 hb) _ DeI:Mil herror nowllrom aclO1 Pepper imagery and MUff d Aready in a W(lndertul swi~ing boolI reminisceot III~ Peaks's

~~~·~~~n-l~:·~r~r,~~s:orU1,=:;::.:~~~::: *
Slephen Sptlllll DaughterofDaiMess(O 1Nov:£16.99hbj-Hcwmr
Ben BOYI ItbonriseIO 1Nov; f16.99hb)-Nearlulure Yankee si.

*BuzzAldrin&JohnBarnesE/lCOUfIterWilIlTibel{NEL:21NOY,£S.99pb)-An"eplcolspace
elplootionandaliencomaclbya'aeamleam'-oneolwh<lmreallyhas'beenthere,clonel!1at'l
Arlhur C. Clar'l.e sa~s: 'I'm qUle slumed, Buzz arx1 JQhn have writlen a das~c. Its scope is
astornhing, and~eontainsmLlChwisdom andproloondph~osophy,~

A.A.AnanasloTheDarllShore(NEl·21NoY:r5,99pbl-Hi~fanlas1 Two seque!sar8 on
me way
Jon.lhanNasaw TheWMd00l8iood(NEl 21 Nov:£5,99pbl-Horror

*lMrkDeryEscapeVe/odl'y:Cyberro~urealrheEndo'rIleCentulY{CoroneI:5Dec:£U9tp)

-Norrficbonabou1thedarkersKleolnetcutture.abou1whid1J,G Ballatdsays: 11t] iswilhout
doublthe best QUide I have lead tothe new compuler culture that WIll soondormnateOlJrms.'
Kevin J. AncIerson & Doug Beuon IgMion (NEL: 5 Dee: (5.99 pb)-T&etlno-ttriler,a 'eross
bel\II'eenApo/kJf3arldDie/Wd,BeasonisaWl'iteHousealMsorO'1NASA.
Piet,.0u11et1.ThtTlirdPandemic(050ec;£16,99hb)-Near·fullJfebiol&etlthriUerfrom
theauthorolThtDeusMadlint.lncludesa"so..percompulercomposedolmogceGs"
MarthaL.awreneeColdHeartotC8pricom(05Dee:£16.99hb)-Hooor

unhappiness abol/Ilhe book is lhal, since ~'s ~nglo befourvolumes,lhl!fearegoln~lobe

TWO midc&e books. Gaelt NoOf1e 5ef1sible ~kes lowrile midde books.'
AndrewHarmanA I.6dslKMIefNighl's Gene (0 6Feb:E4.99pb)-HumorOlJslamasy
MaggilFurey T1l8SWordolFlame(6Feb:£16,99hbR)~Fantasy,finalelo!hewell-re<:ef'led

·Ar1eJaclsolPower'seOes.Fure1 wi1 belO1JMgtopromotelhis
RoberlJord.n ConanlheMagnificenr{6 Feb:£4,99pb)-Heroiclantasy.
P.ul IleITlflt Strider's GaJaxy(06 Mar: (5.99 pb)-51
TerryBrooks~lIStK"ngolShannatil(6Mar:£599pb)-Fant.sy.

RobeflJonlanConanChrorkiesll{06Mar:£15,99hbj-Heroictantasy
Maggie Furey DIliamarra (0 3 Apr: £16.99 hb. E5.99 pb)-Fanlasy, IirsI plJbMcatioo Dela1ed
IromNovember
TeflIWindlingThtWcodWiIe(03Apr:£5.it9pb)- Fantas1.
RoberIJord.nCcnanIheTflump/'ranI13Apr:£499pb)-H...oiclantasy

I
lffiOO

_.- Legend

lnw6ngAlrow,CenIIJl)',Hurchtlson

Harry IiarriSOll &John Holm K"iIl9and Emperor(5 Dee: E599pb)
A1an Dean FOSler Tht Fals6 Mirror (5 Dec:£5.99 pb)
MaggieFurey HatpOI Wirlds (2Jan 97,E16.99hb AI-Fantas1
OianaGabak:lonThtDtumscfAurumn{02Jan:E1699hbl-HislorlCallantasy
JoIInD.rnlonNeanderlhaI12Jan:£499pb)

*Tad Willi.ms Otherland (0 2 Jan. £1699 hb) - Near·Mute st trom the noted lanlaslst, set
largely 11'1 VIIlual realily, FlI'st 11'1 a senes of fOlJr booO:s. lad says·Sc far my only teal

wOl'ks:!he'Alk;e'books,DrJel?1/&MrHyde,Gifrnan'sTh8YeI:lwWa!lpapef,lessil9'sBrie6t"(j
fora Descentinlo HeI.NIgeIaCaner's Thf PassioncJNewE..,and lain Banks's Tht8ridge

*Jeanelte W1nterson Gut Symme!riesWeogUn Granta: 0 Jan; [6,99 pb) ThesOOh rlll'teltrom
theauJhorol()angesIv8NcfIheOnI)'FrunandSexit"(jtleCheny,This~WW1lerson's

J.ne GoIdman Thf X-F'iJes 80ck of the Unexplainfld VoI, 2 (StnOf1 & SchJsler: 0 24 Oct: move away from corwertkinal narralive inlo the oovel 01 ideas, and concefItrates on modem
E1H9hb ill.) -Gokman is ajouma~st married to Jonathan Ross, and says: "Inside my bool<.s physics (a subject 01 irlcreasing tasdnatiOf1 to mainstream novelists); l!1e'~u" 01 thetille is the
1'OO1tirl:lfacls,lheories,tdlojore,arldalolmorebesides-blIIlprtJlliseywlnevelfindone poslulaledGrandUMie<lTheay,andllleheroineAliceis!na~st,bornoo.tugonttle

masqueradogasanothel'''Thetirsll'OkJmewasagenuinebestse~er. Aiver Mersey
*J, K. PoI1er NeurDtica: Images of the Bizarre Waper TIgIlI': 0 Nov; E12.99 large format ~ DaYid Webef Honor Among Enemies (Bamam: 0 9 Jan; E4.99 pb, 5-43pp) - Fitsl UK

:~~~~~:~~:n~~~::~"'''--'"-''''--'''-'''--_.'--:.--'--''· -'.oo'--'='-------'~="""'· -'.'''-'."-'.'"_-=",''''''-'.''C
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punk priestess Lyda lunch, arid el1ensive (arid <£> D.ve l.nglord Thf SiIenct of the Lang!ord{NESFA Press: 0 Nov: E12,99~, 278pp !he series, whiUlma~make~aliltlehardlofolow.
rather ffll!festingl commentary on the pictures ill. ISBN o-91536H2.5) ~Open this at random, and I delyyw R01 to 1aug,.It"s acollet· Mi~ae1 P. Kub&-McDowell Star Wars 3: Tyrant's
bylhearl1Sl Poller's work is largely treated tionofarticles,reviews, e5Says,speeches, stones and columns, ndudng near!yevery. NesflBantam:09 Jan:E4.it9jt1,366pp+ad'verts)
~ograjlns, mampulated - a~1 - III thing Irom l.8rs Heat It For rile Deal Man arid another 200 pages 01 fresh material - Kube--McDowell- pronounced 'CUE·bee' - wes
darkrooms: he doesnl use compulers, The (There's also a hA bdJiography, 50 now yw can Irad<. 00wn those stick1 copies 01 rl Michigan and his novel Em;me was once
ptCMes tle1"e ale lalge/y soft-core eroti<:a Knave whICh leaturecl Da~e's storles,)leam how to?a~ the complell1'ly barmy ~e of nominated for the Ddo; Award: he now seems to
(ltlougl some are so billrre lhal one IS more Fizz·BlJli.en~~Wlth Davetheoellg,tsolfeallya~ulsf;(jscoverTheTruthabouthis concerltra1eon tie-f1S
Oltn~ Ihan arOlJsedj, andlhere are a jOI:!alAWAEaIAJdermaston,andwhalhet\d-lldareputllllot'jslllNelTheLeaky Pa!rlckMcCormack5atll;1llary{Ra~en:OJan
I'lUIIlber et nlKle stOOies of horror l'\O'Ie!ist Eslatwi$htrn!m(rhe set-upal AWRE bore aboul the same rl1'lauon to teal cornputersas EI2.99 hb, 320pp) - Fantas~ selln Dark Aga
PoppyZ Bnte As IS usual Wllh lhese kind 01 (ilthe organisational field) the BSfA does 10 IBM.1; gibber as the Langtords IIlOYe BritainjustalterlhellealholKngAr1llU"
Images, lhe \Ioderstaled ones work best: a hoose:shudderaIDave'srun~nwil!1'M1itleySlreiber, Andm\.dlmore. Dave'slalentis JohnSteakley Vampites(Signel:30Jan;E5.99pb,
WOffia1 whose arms areflallllrogos,l)'lia ,1.unctI to combine an 'mmaculately I9tI tCXJCh with in~ wit and intelligeoce. His seMOIJS 368pp) -Corrtemporary vampire 1!lriller
and the,r.eadol atitan in aloresl. Poller IS less poIn!saremadedettly,arldthey'renolunbarbed:onIyhischarmandfrieodinesss!and Joe Donnelly Twitchy Eyes (tdidlaelJoseph: 0
~Wloog\llllhrolou.twcn,blIImosloll!1e in lhe way 01 ervaged authors. who lISUllIy en<! up buyiIg hin a pint. Very warmly Jan:E14.99hb,38-4pp)-Psyd'IoIo9caIlM'lerset
pICtures here ale either black·and-wh~e or recommendedl1deed.andywCarl lI@IitfromAnd'omtdaoroitlerspeda~stshops in the 60s from Ihe authorol
tinted Fleo::lmmended Joe DOMelly lOOIbus (Sip!: 30 Jan (R 1996}:
Mike AsIlley (ed) The ChrMieles of the Holy Gtail (Raven: 0 18 Nov: E5.99 pb, «app) - E5.99 pb, 544pp) - Horror !'lee hybrid lrom lhe Dumbal'lmresidern jw'naIisl, expoiting!he
AnII'I.olGrar,.cormectedstories,bolhnewandreprimed,ContributcnincludeBrianStablelord powerthalbableshaveovelpeople,Stylistica81m\.dlimprovedoverhisprevioosnovels,M
Tan/tIl Lee, Pll1er Trema\'Tle. Darrell SdlWeilZer, Par'l.e GoctMn: there's a subslantial thesubjec1manerisaIOOewooying.
intrcOJclion AnllaGaneri(ed} TfIJl1 M)'sftry Slories {Raven: 0 Feb:£4.99 pb,352pp1-1hirty 01 lhe
David Cronenburg Crash (Fabet': 0 Dec: E6.99 tp) - 5aipl 01 Cronenberg's controversiallim wcMs mosllascitating unexplaintel ptlerlomena: possjbIyiocl'Jcingwhythereisnl an'X' inihe
oII1leJ.G,Balardroovel. See review on paga 12. tiIIe.

*lucle Asmln T/Ieonsing /he Fantastic IAmokl: 0 Dee: m,99 (?) lp) - Arialysis 0119111 and TerrlROe Dicks (ed) True Horror Stories (Raven: 0 Feb: E4,99 pb, 352pp) - True ta~s 01
2OI!l cenlury fantastic Iiction by a lecturer 1Il Engiish at the University of Wales. The book horrtX"lromthelormer DrI'blO'Hriter:H'sndio:.rlo'M1 howmudl BBC ma.1agemenlis feaMed.
·ilustrates and analyses the impad that recent critical theory has had upon currem *JayRussell&mingBngnflRaven:OMar:E5.it9pb,32Opp)-HorrorstoryselinlonOOn's
IIIlderstarl(ingotl ] fantasy licIions arldthejr place iI'1 rela1lOll 10 the literary mainstream, ( CableStreetrio1s0l1934andcootemporaryspta~~.looksinlerestirlg:
and] e~amlnes how !he genre demarcations perceived to Ilist between fairy tales, gc4Ac horror Pall'iek N:cCormack A1tion: The Last Ccmpai'Worl (Raven: 0 Apr: £6.99 pb. 384pp)- Farllasy
and SCIence tictlon can be prodJctlvely broken down arn:lrelhoulll.' Armmooncentrateson sa Thisma1bearelitled~,ablMt:mePRisllOClear.



THICASUIIS'TOIY-
J-, being suddenly possessed bya writing

demon in May 1995, pro;ectile-vomi15 works of fiction,
and far from seeking the servias ofm exorcist
deodes 10 take IIus to the hnut. MuJhple manuscripts
laler and mVUlg reedbKk 5Ultable for a wnter-in
embTyo, she JOUIS the BSFA and b«omesa member of
an Orblter. She attends heT first Easterron. where
Tanya Brown mllSlS her as a paperbid rtVleWel' and
she meets Guest ol Honour CoIUI GremLmd. She
SI8flS up for Arvon course No. 4\ (SF I F). lhe
workshop taught by CoiUI and Gwyneth )ones, and
prepamlobe IIlUlJ\llated.

ThIS IS her story.
Iliad veryhttle K1eadwllatlot\p«t. Would I1 be

fun? Would Lt gIVe me IIandy hUllS to InInsmule IMt
dreaded data-dump?Would ltus worlshop adopl
BnanStableford type npur to tt'mper my t80 ("tM IS

e-o.rremdypau\ful butsomethmg you mustleam to
md~--ffJflfS29)?lhopedlorttusanddrWedll

lluspartxu1arCOllJ5t(26.31 August 1996),taling
pbre~l'IdarbstOevon.hadllSf;lITshart

dgrtrnlins,someduetoillnessMlhepartolthe
organisfn.The UIformatlOn M bow much work
would be assessed was lilt UI aTnl'Ul&- glVmg me
plenty of hrne 10 C'OnCflve gnndlOSt V\SIOlISof getnng
~MSlTucturtandgeneralcorul'l'ltolvi!5t

amounts of prose. Be W,1l1\ed - subnulled work
should be 2..00Jwords and no mort. Also noIethal
you do your own coobng. UI slufts 01 five, sometlting
I actively enpyed,although others tumed JWeat the
Ihoughldcook"'glortwl'l'lty.Otherm",orquJbbles
arose regardllll; the btochlUt - somdhmg described
asa {ive-dayrourse could be lakl'l'l tomem, say, 411
daystuLtlOn Only aflerbookmgart you sent a slip
lell"'g you not to am~ before 4.00pm on the
Monday. The courwstarts wLth a meal at 7.00.

Totlel.gh Barton lSa pre-Domesday Booklhatched
manor hoU5t',beauhful and LsoIated-andnOlsy. The
f1agsronesoo the lower floor and the gaps betWeel1 the
stout oak boards on the upper floor amplify sound
and allow light 10 permeate the bedrooms 1I1 almost
supernatural fashion. Woe betide thOS!! s1t"fpmg over
the kitrhen or dining room or near plumbing. for Ihey
get tokoow lhe ronvmeand habilS of their fellows in
unwonted, unwanted detail. Don't expect to get much
sleep if your Anon rourw lakes place in Devon,
rathl'f than at theirYorkshirtor lnvemesssites.

Each day indudedworkshopslakenbyCoIinand
Gwyneth between 9.30 and 11.30, after which the
hard part of their day began (eadl of the sixteen par
ticipan15 is allOCilted one hour with the tutors during
whidltbose2,lXXlwordsarediscussed,antlothermat
tersarising if there is time) and you wm free to
wnle. Evenings included a How-Toses5lOflon submit
Itng work. and readings by 1UI0fS or a guest ruder
(TftTi Windling) or, on the firW roght, fellow
allendees.

TheINll"lling workshops were wnltng exerases 01
the 'consequences' type rather than systematic
tt"Athmg. Useful, en,oyable, but lu1uted. However,
perhaps tIus IS II\truISK to theArvon ethos, wluchlS
deliberately egahtanan. Maybe any wm. w1i1 see a
~.ery mL\ed bag of parbapanlS. E~l'l'I tlus, .vowedly a
speoahst courw, altracled people who had a week
free,orwhousedtorudSOl'l'lCt'fictJonasatf!magtt'
or who couldn't nW:e It on 10 the smptwnltng
('OUfSf.. TherewmofCOW'St"lTWlY,mdudJnlmysdt
who wm keen si I f rWm - one woman had won
herpa.eeina competition with the first dlapte" of.
fantasy novel. Bul the1'wmalsothOSl!who,IMfrom
bftng altracted by the merilsofCoIin and Gwyneth as
tutors, didn't 5eem 10 know who they were. I heard
CoiUI addressed vMious!y as A1an, and Mr Green
wood.;heboreitUJOOU5l:Ylllsilenre.

So,if ltus workshop does not tak~t1vr
apart~-see-how-il-w0rk5, what does 11 do,and
whodoes itdo it for?

[I gets like-minded people together (female
people, pmirularly when young. may have togoa
long way before meeIUIg another woman IIllerested
III sf, nf'Yt"l" mind wntmg Lt). And the dOSI!! IIlhmacy
doesforgt'bonds.

It proVides a venut' for wnltng and thUlbng
W\dLsturbed, where Lfyou wanltoSiOpfor. colfet,
)'Qu can chat WIth someone who WIll very likely be
Ullerested and understandmg about what you art
dOOl.g or trymg 10 do

It's weirdly Shmulal1ng, an out-(lf·time e>:pmenre
that rul5erllirely loose from daily routint' (maybe IhlS
had something 10 do wLth the lack of sleep). Berng
there made me focus on what [ want from writing
and how [want my writing to improve.

Rubbingalongwithtwoe>:pt'rienredwrirersisnot
tobesneezedat-fromthedisseminationoffactual
titbits 10 more general encouragement.

I also came ,;away with • bundle ol intangible
benefits not e&iy put OI"Ito tbe page If I can find the
sortolworksboptNlBrianStablefordrefcrslo,IWl1I
Cft1.tmly gIVe It. try ~ but the Arvon week was
ltI\J1\l.'I\Sdy valuable.JSa writer's refudling stahon, a
penpusher'spllstop.

And yes, Lt w.JS fun.
~CfIlM&rron199]

The Atvon Foundation's courses cost rough/y £250,
....nich i'ldudes allood, lUilion and accommodation.
Thereareatsoa~mitednumberofbtnsariesand

grants available lor tI'Ie unemployed,students,
pensioners,andothers on low incomes. For further
informalion and details of 1997C01Jrsescontaet

The Arvon Foundation
TotleighBarton
Sheepwash
Beawonhy""',
EX215N$

Te/:01409231338 Fax:01409231144

I An~v.sliswe·ilookat..mc:t1s1booksacadi:m~~ Science fiction and fantasy: core stock tilles

~:eVleW
nter'Sbng.hll"e"slheoommll"Cialvieloi.LastMayT1le
~m~me printed a list oIlW1nty-lWO 'cor. laIn M. Banks FeersumEnqinn 00£5.99
stcdl~tIes·fotslandfanta5y,shownotllhe.The

GregBear fJoodMusic Legend £4.99magazine'sau6encrlil,oIcourSfl,ycufrierdyroeiil-
boo..riloodboo/(stor.mar.aQlfandbuyer,lOlIMIlistisa ArthurC.Clarb RendelVOUS WifhRama Orbit £4.99
prlltyoood indcatiDn 01 'Ilhal they Ihitk)OClO1l 10 buy. Raymond E. Felsl Magician Voyager £5.99

hi h
..... ar.paj*blcbnlCU'f..,.,.pirt. Davld Gemmell WoIfinSltadow legend £5.99

PeriIaplllwbqJtstlU'prlMl!lIle"i'dlsionolr..o WitllamGibson VlrlIIalt.ig/J1 Penguin £5.99

street
PatnekTley'lJIIes.Fade-QA(1975)lSarmortechnD- WilUam Gibson & Bruce Slerling TheCMfetenreEngine Vtsta£5.99
It'riIerWllhUFOlM!ltOne!.and/o6'sslon(l!lel)1S111he CoIlnGreentand Take8acll'Plenty V(1fager£S.99
Jesus·w.;as-jrl-astrotlalflt'ad!lo'lPerhapsIheSUCU'Slol FrankHMben ""'" NEl£5.99
TheX.F~I$IJWIgTiIey I push.blI~tlEfewerelObe KalherineKelT """''''''' Voyager £5.99
anyoltllillllesal.l..wdhave~atanAmlrall-..... JullanMay The Many·CoIoIxed/.and Pan £5.99

Olhersupnsesw!lIeotf\lUlOl\oIboftlsaacAslmo'landRobertAHeIieIl..lal'Wayssuspecl«l lanyNiven - OrbiI£5.99
NtAsmt1is~WCUCldatfspecllalla1ybldy.tuhladtolaHeriwlIille-5ra\g8rl1a Jef1Noon Vwl Picador £5.99
~t.n:perturp!-ismortpuni'lg.8lfifhyckla5ll'l'iarlist!tlsJU'MyslIcOn I TerryPralchelt GuaJds!Guatds! Corgi£4.99
oridIffy~SllfshpTIOOF*S"br8ont f Kim Slanley Roblnson Red"'" V(1fager£5.99

Nt!utrImanc:«dDe!nlgelalook.andnst..wdy.dDe!Al!r!d8esler. The(vec:hosen-.tlalli

j
Dan S1nunons

""""'"
Healli'le£5.99

~1Ie bell DisarlorIdbook. tJou;1 Tm upnsedtlrnlSlllnlllw{tiey're boolseInaller NealSlephenson Soow""",, Aoc£5.99
alandn:Oodt'seblbPruhetl) TheB¥lksI!"lI'UreSII'IgetlOice-iI"saneolhsmort'li'IiaI Patrlcknlley FMJB.(M Wamet£5.99.- Patrlcknlley ...... Wamet£5.99
Vllyaglll'dNrtrWllilhl~ race WIIlSMl'lllle$OlI:oIh~.rwread ~ VemorVinge AFile l.PM the Deep Vayagel£5.99

IiftIIIIM:\(fleOlll_ilt"'liIIr'U5ydoorlWipsl·The~lIol*lIlUitll!l65).Sevenolfle

j JannyWurtl WarlIosrolVastmarll' Vayager£5.99illMlonnllntlsll.SWtw1gaiQr(lYouOOlJl:fetoworit'Nn'hsIot,ir1setyoobadr.rt28.1I.
-ClmTerran DavldZlndell """""" Vayager E5 99



Net - Andrew M. Butler ponders the domain
of academic sf
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~
TOP ME ti you'Vl' heard this one before. In October 199\ r bumped mto thIS
bloke at the "'uhp K. Old Ctlebrabon who was researchmg a doctoratt on
OK!;: Ml'm fl'Sf'archmg iI doctorate on Dd:.· he said Those were his words.
"Soaml-Thosfw~nune Both of us had lound OUI about tht t'Vent by
amdent, and found tICh OlM bv another ilmdenl Wl' also found a Ilurd

pmon. also researdung M.

Ovtr thentJo:l ft>w months, as JallltS Kntale (for I1 was he) and I sounded oul eadl
other's idrlS, we begMlIo wonder how many mort' of us there were oul there,
rest.1rdung PKD and ridlCll altfflty. We deoded that for till' good of our
Common V(ot' 50lneSucn words forthoseuu~ls) we would set up tbe50ence
Ficbon. AcJdmur Network - b~ rt'NIl'led 10 the Aadmuc Fantastic Fictton
Network-and~;k'I(!enuclo5piktuntoKitdenoc(ThisrOCtstoryomits

Mark BouId. whom l.mes Kne,lIe met through theSlNll~ In Inkr..Dflt,MId who
may have been Jlift of the ongINI ide~ only 10d~ppw olf 10 nulk rows wlulst
wesbrkd thtllard worl)

Off we'll l; number 01 letters to lununanes and Ioommg lurmnaries - Tom
ShIpper. Edwud JIIM, Jenny WooImark, Divtd Seoed. Andy Sawyer and so on
Some replied. full of enthususrn Some replied, warrung lIS agmlSt beIIIg dt'Iuged
by enthuSIaSts. Some nevtr rephed. We look a pile of firm 10 a ronfl.'l"enre called
Impossiblhty FKbon, whm peoplt saKI tlungs lab ~I wish there was., ~emK
,aurnaI for sf' ~What m,ut FC1III'Id,IIlJI'l, Somct-FICfIlJl'l SluJltS or £r1~tllJl'l'"

wt' repllt'd ~NeYt'f heard of lhem,~ they said

In December of19l13 ....t' held OIIr first COllierme£', .It UeL. "I WlSh IIIm> was an
~erruc pumal Ior sr "What aboul Fo~rrdQrllJlI, 5..1f'1l(I'-FI<"tklfl S'JlI1/t'S or
[dr,p<IlIlllJI'l?M we ~hed. ~Nt'Ver heard of them: thev ~Id TWQ confl'mlCl'5
later Iht' academKS were no longer ~ymg tlungs hle Ihat, and we had flyers for
two oflhe thft't'JOurnals.

That was Ihe sort of lI'IformatlOll thal the AITN was set up to share, along WIth
details of confermCl'5, publications. calls for papers and sf resources. We also
aimed to hold ronferences, and publISh a newsletter on a two-to-three monlhly
basis. After Ihree conferences and sixleen newsletters and forty-two monlhs we've
more or less achieved what we set out 10 do. The neW5letter is now emailed 10
peopleonthreecontlllenls.

In a sense we perform an equivall'llt function 10 Items two and four of Ihe Scien(('
Fiction Foundahon, dlsseminahng m/ormation about sf and investigating its
usefulness in educatlon. MosI of our members are wilhin Ihe acadPmic world. But
even so we don't want to be the SFF or FoF, whatever Ihey end up as. Nor do we
wish to be a highbrow version of Ihe BSFA, which aims to promote sf literature,
acrording 10 liS Articles of Association.

BUl we ought to be able 10 work togethE'r so thal whffi somt'One says, "I WIsh
Ihere was an acadenuc journal for sf", we can poml them towards Edward james
- or Andy Sawyer's artIcle in Ml/lnx Ill. When someone wants 10 know a good
book 10 read werould pomt Ihem to...·ardsthe revi......s III VtCh" or Foundation
WlIen someone wants to know who else IS researchmg radledl altenty, Ihl')' can be
potnltd towardsJames Knealeormysell. Hall a dozen of us have feet m a1J Iw
camps (mulants) and IIus IS to be encouraged.

AcadffillcaJly, sf IS 011 a crossroads III Bntalll-In 1996 Iht'll' were at leasl four sf
conferences. It may be thal for conferences Ihe AFfN IS obsolete - lhere are
enoughspeoahSlevenlSwllhoutourmanufactunnglht'm.lfanyonecansupply
laurels, we'rt' wdlmg to rest on them. Bul we're very much aware of a whole
....orldofacadermaOllttherewtudlwebarelytouch.Twoanecloh5:

1) AI Wal'WlCl III lmseveral hundred people gathered together toSlllg the
pralst of Wilham Glbson. A few other names nnerged - BUIIer, Cadlgan. Jones
bulonthtwholtacmalncybefpun~emergedasnolonlythebassolacadernK

study, but of phllosphy And hfestyle,Wllh very bltle regard to there havmg been
~ysfbeforelum.

2) AI LverpooI In 1996~ ~enUc (who~ media) pooh-poohed Octavia
Butler as bt'lng only read by half a dozaIorso southem-<::ahfornwl typts. Any
suggestionthatshe ....asbeingstudiedlllfeminist~Americanandsl.
aGKIemic jouma.ls proNbIy woukl ha~ proved ~ JlOUIl We ...-mBitlst and
were Ignonng the true sf (from which the ""Oltm stuff is but a backwater): Stir
Trtim:lltsill

So tlltquestlOl\ (to wludll do not have a ~l1SfactOfyanswer)lStIus: whostsf ire

we promottng1 HUIldreds of (pr!donunantiy) young (And white, and n'We)
~em1CS find memmg III NnlrotftIncrr. I'd rather save a lrt'e than ""Ote on II
mystlf. But theoptrimtt must be valid, nonetheIess..Atlhe~metime I had to
spell /'kJImtllf1lCtf to the half40zen JOIUTWlists I spoke to when I organised ttlt
HuU conlermct Ialsospenl hours opla.lIllflg thal sf was more than just Sill' Tnt,
only to find both newspapers added Trti-reIated photos to the stones ..

Perhaps IhlS IS JUst a natural phase, after all, a hundred undergraduateessa~

every year pondt'f Ihequt'Stlon of Hamlet's madness so why shOllldn'1 they argue
about radICal allenty III Glbson' And It'S cmamly ea~ler for conglomerahons of
ame!es 10 appear Or X wntes on on Glbson, Professor Y wntes another dISputing
herfindmgs.

When I wrole a paper on Jack Womad for the Liverpool ronfereoce, [ had
nothlllg to kid against. Nt'ltherdld Veronica HoIliger(an edilor of SFS),although
she look support from a romparison with Rrddlty Walktr and A Clochro,i Orallgt.
Belllg the second speaker on Womack, [ was accused (partly in jest) by lstvan
Csu:sery-Ronay jr (another SFS edItor) of making him canonical. At least half a
dozen people said they'd have 10 get round to reading him. Articles may 101l0w.

It would be possible to write articles on (say) Complon, Coney and Cowper, but
we need something more organic than that. We need to msp sf rather than take
random samples. And each of us cartographers has her own agenda. But at least
the AFFN, BSFA and SFF IFoF can pool rt'SOurres and compare agendas

And Iheft' are other agendas. too. jaml'S Kneale is a gt'Ographer. Ont' scientist
attended the LIverpool conferenCl'5,Sflsnotju~1 Ihe.propertyoflitera~reand

cultural Srudlt'S,lt IS also the property olsaenhsts,llllgulsts, psychologIsts and
even (hello Edward!) medltval historians. As we wrote in the marulesto: we aim
to be mcluslve rather than exclUSive. For us 10 achIeve this, others must rome
forwardandldmtlfythemselves

-What Is SF Anyway?-

~
HO KNOWS, and who care? ThIS IS one of the gtNl debales of .Ihl' nh
cmlllry,andwtllprobablyprOVldefansWlthapart-timtCOIWl'I'SabonlOpte
for the nnt nullenruum. My mertJon IS that It doesn't matter; what IS

rell.·varltlSgoodIJlmtur!and/ormlt'l1aLnJrleflt.

rlnl,looI:. allheS(llllU.Can wnters leII us ....hatcalegory they're writing in?
From thel"ildence - anthology mtrodlX'honsand lhebb - there are no hard and
fast ruJes.Somtgood tdeas,bulooconstnSUS-

The comp3lUl"S who publISh the bool.s don'tlnow' sf can be malJ'lStream If II'S by
a 'normal' author, horror If It'S by 5rephen Ktng. (onvme!y, 'sf authors have
tradlhonally struggled 10 gt'l malJ'lSlream rerognJllon. rtuhp K. DIck and Kurt
\OfUIl'gIIlartusualtvrnmllonedOtherl').o1mplesoftheconhlSlondreBenElton's
rlrsrthreebool.s.Sl,rt.GndJoctand1JllS(JdwrUtn These ...·ert'notsoldassf,but
thl'v are. t'\lrapolahn~ Mar fufllre from curTe'tlevmts. Whether you agree With
thalt'\lrapolalJOl'i~anothermalter

Roger Wilson wonders if it matters
The nexl problem ISlhal the retailers (and libraries) don't know whal sf IS t'llher.
One of my pet hales IS going to tilt sf seroon and finding 9O%-ptus fantasy books.
Iam readmgTerry Pratdlett's HoUttltn as I ""Oil'; il has a label on it sa}'lllg 'SF,
bul surtly the 0iscw0rId books should be catezorised under 'Humour'? Thai IS

theu" malll attribute.

So now we amve at thepuntm who buy, read. watch and listen to the stuff. If sf
and sundar books are re.d by about 15 nullion people. lhen I wouIdestunatethat
lhere art' approumately !4ij nullion Ideas of whal sf is all m,ut. And no ant is
wrong. Sf I'll me IS about belng opm-muKled, a<npting iK'W ideas and their
devtIopmmt. Inherent III tlus IS tht' rqectlOn 01 labels and categories. tnough
these Will cnate ap«UUons.

IdcI"'lre.dmud\non-sf/fanta:Sy,buttlusisd~l'lltuneconstnllltsandnot

becaust "ItlSll'l sf'. Cmverse:ty, If I'm not mjoying an si. or hn~ book I stop
readmg II,and probably don'l buy"y Ifll:ft by that autbor. So go out and buy,
readand ....alchwhal~l,lt,notwhalyouthlllkyoushould.

-°RotrrWibonl997



---------------film-
let's do the
tim~ warp
again
john ashbrook
reviews

star treK: first contact
A/let Krigtas tlrt &rg Q!lml QuJ Palnck Sttuwrt 115 Cap/am PlOtrd

RlK[R. -&ady III 1IIlIU1u510ty'
LlfORC[ ·.-'JuVlf$r~

r,rsl C(IIIlId IS the aglllh 'Stu Tre~' movie, yet It proudly boasts ~ number of
firsts. It 15 the first IlOIlobeWt'lghed down by SllatnerandCo_1t is the first
whICh 1IeIlher requIres nor encourages previOUS knowledge of 'Trek',1t is the first
marure'frek'lT\OV1t!.

What do [mean by 'mature'? F,rst (o,1l1('1 refuses to cling to old fail~ critena,
which, however relevant in lhe summer of love, are hardly appropnate to an
alldien~ born a decade after lhe Apollo programme died. Kirk's krl'w boldly
wentwherethey·d~before.fornearlythlrtyyears;PicaTd·.s~charta

dIfferent course. How IS sf to deal credibly wlIh tile future If I1 an'l even
acknowledgethereqUlremel'lrsoflhepresenl?SlmpJe:they'vebroughllhewhole
enterprise up (or down) Iodate.

The film doesn't fctlstu5e all the par~phemalia of Star ,Reel. as the previous
movies did. There are no long. hngenng shots of the shmy n.ew Enlerpnse 'E'
(indeed,theyhardly even mentIon thatltlsa new shJp). Nopkey estabhshmg
S(encs to get the audience seltled back into an old familiar rhythm The
Ullroductory VOICHlver tells us the dreaded Borg,are,already on an IIltercept
course with urth. Visually, we open anud thestar5 mPlcart!'S eye, then pull out
10 an impossibly long and chllllIlglyelfechveeslabhshmg shOl of the mtenorol
the Barg ship. From the micro to the mega In onesmOOlh actIon

As with the new untforms and deror, thIS film IS grpYl't" and gnmmer than those
which preceded It. It draws on iI more restramed colour palette, Jerry Goldsnuth
prOVIdes hIS most musculilf score III yealS, if not decades, and thematically, the
film deals With some sore poml5 such iI$: wh.at actually happened alter WW3 to
CIl'illethrhuggy-klSSyStarAretgmmllon?

Whilt hilpprned WilS: ZrfriIm Cochran. He invented the warp drive, heralded a
new galactK iI8t and, illong the way, Cilme to be revered as a god. A5 portny~

by Jilmes Cromwell (Wt sren jiggmg for iI pig in &br) Cochran is an akoholK
curmud~ With iI soft spot for VERY LOUD rock 'n° roll. Thr last ttung hr
wants IS hero worstup. Money? Yes! WhlSkry? Drfirutely! Aduliilion? Nah.

Thr message he presents IOthfoTrelo:.l.1rs, Wlth.lfOIly so dock 11 males you chob,
IS Slmple: don't worsl'uphrroes, thry filn too. Coch.ran's cyrucism IS a breatll of
90s ilpathy :n the goodlf-goodlt world of the Federahon. Iampoonmg the
bnght-ty«lroilmrstr1tS5ofthe~rs,andoprrunglhrfilmllptooilnoo-Trekl.ie

aud~HlSaSSltant(lover?)Wy(pliyedrnth.\lSlil$bCallybytllegrt'atly

undmated Alfrt' Woodard) dwmungly brings proceedlllg5 down 10 Earth., so to
spea}.,Wlth. hnesblrc "Borg'SoundsSwrdtSh."

Nevertheless, Cochran IS the 8ofE:'s prune t.argtt Thn' tl.'ar open a hok· m tuni'.
drop~Lth.rt'E'hundrt'dvealS,andsetaboutscuPf".'Mgh.IS\"'arpRlght"'1th.

the IIltrnflOn ut S1Of'P1"g the FrderalKlfl from e-.er bemg formed RetOrt' H.ulan

Bhson rt'aches for hIS lawyers again (and III case James umeron IS tlunklllg of
beoilhng hIm to lltlus hmel frrsl Conllld maLes no bonesabout its sour«' matenaL
Those Borgoilbsolutelywill not stop ... ever. And th.eywill bebad! Hey, dyou're
gomg 10 be illI postmodtm about It, you may as well postmoderruse the best.

As with the regular TV epoo:!es.the mllVIe employs a pnmary I secondary plot
structurt: the first betng thebatlle agalllSt the Borgaboard the Enterprise,tht
second betng the fight to gtI C~fiIn spacebome in time to make his
appolIlhnent with destiny. Civen the wider canvas,of the movie screm. they have
also employe:! a tertiary plot concm.ing the android, Data's imprisonment in th.e
Barghivt,andhlSsedlletion/tOrl\lrebytheBorgqueen.pbyedbyAh~Krige

Wlth a hoover sticking out of her head.

In some ways this third story forms the hean of the film, as I,t analyses pre?sely
what the Borg do. They forre evoluhon {'llplift' as Davld Bnn ~0llIdcaI11t)on

yuu whether you want l! or not. Usually they takl.' a bIOlogical hfeform an~ add
cyhi.'metics to 'improve' It, with Data the pr~ must hi.' r('versed If hiS
'dlstinetivenes!'lsto~omepartofthelrcollective.lneverthoughta1"rek'

movie would deal with l.'xIstl.'nhalism, but then life's full of surprises.

In ket'pmg with the gravltas Stewart has always brought to the rOIl' 01 captam,
not only does ricard ell.'Cl to go down wIth his ship when ttnngs reach an
Impasse {not a dignity which Kirk - who saw off three.shIps In hIS hme -. could
eVl.'r claim) but he chdhngly perpetralcs the most UIlthmkableactacaptamcan:
when hIS crewmen start to metamorphose, hI.' calmly e~erutes t~em. Never
beforehavl.'thepoorsodslltredJl't"SC)'s,fallrnprpYlo~heito~supenon,Asone

BorglaysbrokenandleakmgbeforehJm,hedlSpaSSlOOatelylllformsusthalll5
IIiIJne had on~ been Enslgn Lynch - a confession of IUs own culpability iI$ well
iIS a sly nod,on tile part ofthescriptwritefS,to the debt the Borg owe to DavJd
Lyn<h'SV1SlOI\oIHouSfHarkonnenmDwr~.

Overall, fint-hmer Frakes's directlon betrays hrs TV l'l(perien~, with some of the
set·plea'Sklokmgdl5lTactU1glypedestnan. wlulstoilfewtoomanyofthespecial
effects seqllmces art JllSI not special enough. Nevertheless, the film doesn't nre:I
10 fall bU on spect.adtand ph)'SlC3lbeallty; It Iwenough passionandlllCldrnt
to O\'ercome - and even overwhelm - tIIese lew shortCOlT\lflgs.

Aswl1h any successful modtm KtJon fllOVIe, there are plot holes you could steer
a pbnet through.- but hoptfully thl! whole romp charges past you so quKkJy that
quesoons liLt ~How do they generate the hmr warp to get bad home?'" WUI't
trouble you unhllong after tt.e evrnt Instead, take home the reahsahon, With
JUstlfiablequanhllesofsurpnst,that51lr,Tnt:frnlCotrI~lSanllpstandmgand

OIItstandmg pte«' of Hollywood ttdmorama. 1'I-11h a caphvatmg tat, a laudable
depthofsubt~t ..nd,at theheart,oiInob1litvwhKh,oiIstheBorgqueoenwry{y
(01lUTK'f\!S IsaqlloilhtywfsometlJneslac~-
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W
lTH THE MEDIA OllIRAGE and scaremongenng surrouoding David
Cron{'l\bcrg'slatest feature, you mighl be forgiv{'l\ for suspecting
Iti~ to be none o:ther lhan Satan hi~lf. Howe.~er,.if you're familiar
Wllh lhe CanadIan dtrector's portfolIo you will realise that CrllsJl
wre5S1milardevices,lhemesandroncemsWlthhispreviouswork.

The word 'autew" has become somewhat denlued by overuse, bul rew
film-maktors better SUIt lhe term than CronefIberg. wboSlnct t~ nud-1970s
has CUISlSle!llly aplored 'dIfficult' tmllory, confroo~ has own psycbt
unflinchingly and creatmga uolCjuecellu!old body of personal V\SIons.

So, whal is if aboul Cronenberg's film of l. G. Ballard's 19'73 I\Ovel that has
so powerfully incited the media machme to lake arms againSI it? Why is
IhlS film seen as so much moreofa threal to lhenahon's we!l.being than,
say,VldtodrOlflt,S111t'fl"5orSanllm?

Pre-ftechon political postunng.. the coI1tct1vt cJosed-mmd lmof 01
bposure 10 ISSUeS requlMg Ihtappbcabon 01 mtma oul5ldeof pure b1.Kk
or wtute, and the desperate dnue 10 blame lhe power of lhe lIllagt'!of our
lfIm'asmgly dysfunctional sooety all play a part However, a
comprehensIve srudy 01 lhecomplex issues surroundlllg rensorsIup today
would requlreS('Veral volumes, so I'll just sketch 1II the background:

Al the 1996 Cannes fJlm festival, Crllsh won the Special Jul)' Prize for its
"origmahtyanddarinf·

On El June 1096, the London [A'IImg 5kndllrd umed a full-paS! attxk on
lhe film by r!$ptcted crihC AJaandtr Walker, who COI\5ldtred It ~..
beyonddepravtty".T1usbroughtlltolheattenhOnolourmoralguard
who Wllhout havmg seen a frame of the film Itself, began 10 d
from every available soopbo~. thIS mturn led to a menhon 1II t
Commons and lhe very real possibility of a ban in this coun
of writing, it has been screened four times by the Brilis
Censors and once under special liCt'flce at IheLondon F
yl.'t there has been no decision made to award th
I'Il'Cl'5Sary for Its release. Wtstmmster Counol
West EndCUlfttlaS unIesssubstantwl ruts are
OmsTooleyhascarved a nKhe for Iu
the film IS banned, but IIIaI concerned
c.aseCoIumblllTn·$t.ar- a Sony su
Ihelilm,aAd thalJames Ferman
amount of vIolence on nnema
medlacircusaroundlhis'

gedusingtheusualpopcorn
. ennal film-makmg which is

assumpnons of what i film IS

toart·house I cu1t deYnh!es and
pubbClty will only serve to draw

my dl$3ppomted by lbe film. It's like
appremle musiqw amaitt or Karlheinz

Asynopsis reveals lhe e:>:ll.'fll of the problems lhefilm poses:

Well-to-do nuddle-dass rouple lames and Calhennl' Ballard Oames Spader
and~h Ungl'f) lI\dulge In casualS('). WIth vanous pmners and then
recount thetr apbts to each other while engaged 1II clinICal almost
pas5IOt\Ies5rouplmg.WhmhelSlnvolvedUlahead-onfalal~'iY

arodenl, a new plane of bpenenet' IS opened up for them both. The
passenger Inlhe other car, the !"IOw-wIdowed Or Helen RemlllgtOl\ (Holly
Hunlerl,has5l'"< with Ballard and then leads him inlo Ihecrazed world of
ulhmalehedonlst Vaughan (Elias Koteas), whore-enactsfamouscar-erash
scenes from history (Albert Camus, lames Dean, Jayne Manslield) with the
aid of the mothest crew of charactrn sinCl! Franl Booth's bunch of nustits
In BlIlt Vtlt'tl. He a150 prowls the airport penmeter ~s III hIS huge,
baneredblad lmroln III search 01 a«idents 10 photograph, and oIlhe\.ast
word III 5e:luallughs - hIS own final fusIm 01 man and nudune. Billard
and Calhenne are drawn IIltolhassurrt'.i1 netherworid and al'!propeIled
almost m\'oIuntarily toward lhetrown eMbraland physicill CiI(r)thmis,

ncostello
John Coslello is one 01 fue lew ~ople in !his counlJy 10 have seen Dav~

Cronenberg's controvers~1 mm adaplatiOll 01 J. G. Ballar~s Crash; he
had 10~ III Paris 10 do so. He a~ attended !he Nalional Rim Theatre

GuaIdian leclure given by bolh men.

J.G&/lIrd



Cronenberg's COllCl'fT\ with ahered stales of being Ulforms most of Ius films, bul
with Cnrsh the t":periment has stretched to the a55elTlbly of the film Itself
Narrahve obty5 few ronvenlKlnS - tilt film opens WIth a senes of three wo:
sctne5,oneafteranotlltr-~lthasarerogrusablestructure.[IIS5f'<:ually

expbat but unerOhc ltl1ltenselyexatnu\t'5ltscharacteTS'seardlfornew\evelsof
npmeoce but reNlIl5 OU1OU5Iy dttiKhed The. viewer IS glVtn no sense of
'normahty' whldl IS Ihen drvI.Jted from The air IS n mud! a (ft'\lnl figure iIS

anyofthehumandLoiracten.

The sa IS prtsented n almost dlSembodled,cmilllly IUlSiIhSlactory III thtmosl
flWfamtnlal stnse for the ~rtKlpanlS The 11\I'iiSlOlIary positIOn IS not used,
Indeed.lhe INn IS usually beIund the woman so t!lty cannot see e.ch otlltr·s
fates In one smIt. BaIJa.rd sedoces VaugNri m hIS (M, m motlltr, he kas se-.
'nth a healed cra~....-ou.nd lA GabneUe's fRosanna Arquetlt) rear thigh

ThIS rsan t\perimentIII sMt,notsub\-m.KJn hlm.lNlmgpared tOllSesstntlah
"Sht down to thf b8 mtl<1l The him as a .... hoIe IS unhle anvthlllg dst. and lIS
parts are onIv rmuruscent olotlltrCronmbrrg hlrns

In ~'wml~ we are unsure If lames Woods' IUghtmansh l"t\llGtTNtIOn IS liIkmg
~ III the 'rear worid or an 1I'ld~ VIdto-IIallllClNhoo rlong lrvethe new
lIe5h~I, an 1\r F1y,JtffGoklblurn's t\penmenlS allI5t hIS moIeJ:u1ar fusim With
both the phVSlaI and behaVJOUn1 tnolts of a common ~fly; m X-1lM7S,
~ WIth helghtened mentll alpaaty have to learn to bYe With thm own
supntluman poweTS iIS If they wm an IllCapaatatlng dlsabihty; m CnsIl,
Vaughan seehlSdeathma crash asa IJbmhal of sexual energy m a kvelTnOit'
mtenst than any other, and Ballard l1!dauns Vaughan's tar and resuml5 hIS
actlVl!tes iIS If Ius own peoonallty hIS been erc:lJpscd by the more powerful
Vaughan.

David Cronenberg
French TV interview, 1989

Davld Cronenberg has taktn up the challcnge ofemrumng areas at the borders
ofl"lllstmreandtreallngwhathefindsWllhdlspassionalerunOSllf,Hls~elS

one ofopenmmdedness: he does notaulomahully resISt that whichlsdtfferent
or that which WIll change us He lets the matenal he adapts alter him somehow,
In mud! the !IiIme way as hIS (Clltral chara<:ttrS are altered by ~ fuSion WIth
somethlllg outSIde themselves, however blZarre HIS method of film-making IS
not bombashc or prone to emotIonal rant, It IS qUIte formal, almost anhsephc In

Its appro.Kh. As the bandWIdth of what we are allowed to see by our repressed
and reprtsSlVesystern narrom further, dlrt'ctors hkeCronenberg are our last
delenre agamst the moral ma","lf who,rathet than be asked tOrorlSlderfilms
requmng thoughtful anal)'SlS,run screammg to hIde behind the nearest pdlarof

""""
CIIIS1IIS, m my OpUUOfl. Cronenberg's best him SlIlce VJdmlroPllr, and reqUIres
more than onc! YlSlt III attune ~oorself to Its un"lue VlSIOI'I 01 a search for a
metaph~KaI uthar5lS 1Il the abstfKe at MeMlmg Quite ....·hal the hordes who
have been sucled an by Its notonerv WIll make of It ~houJd It fm.allv get a re1eaSl'
IS Mlyone Sguess

I was fortunareenough toatttnd the rtmIt GlIIIrUIIIJl L.ectureat the Nahooal Film
Theatre gIven bvCronenber!:and J G Ballard an event sold oot beforetll;kets
Wen' even printed The atmosphert was more lald-bad than I !lad expected m
the hghl of the emsorsJup 'debate', In fact. a StnSe of JOVIal QINradme
prevalled Chns Rodley's role as anther was largely redundant as .merc:dotes
Wen' SW<1pprd. rornpbments wm pm and uruty wasdemonstrated.

BaIlard III partKUlar alme across as a rontented map, somt dl5tarKe from the
angry pvrveyotofrornplex. SWTN!-tJngtd sperua1hveficbon ofthe.OOs and 70s.
He now seems a rrulhon nuJes away from novels lilt Cnslt, Hip..RM and
Uncrrlr IsJIrnd, and shorter wM.s IIl.e "The A~hoo of. John Fitzgerald
t.:ennedy (onsdered As a [);)wn)uU Motor ~', or Why I Want To Fud

Ronald Reagan" One ~ueshon that nobody tared (or dared?) to a!J. was why he
has chosen SU(h anestabhshmmt path more Il'l.mtly,rertalf'l1y III terms of Ius
00',"

Cronenberg tarne nearest whl'll he lKked off by lI\lSdllevously talmg &llard to
taskoverall'l.mtassertlonthallhenoVelC,lISIrlS~ .. acaulKJnaryt.llefromthe
qe 01 the hUrrKantH (ronenbtrgsaldhedoubtedthisW<1swbatBallardfelt
b.Jd m 1973 A good-natured debate ensued and WilS c:Iosed by mutually
rongratulatorybonhonut:BaI1ard ftIl that the lilm IS mort extreme than tht
bool,wlultCronenbergthoughlthe extent of &Ilard'sstllualself·an.aI)'SlSUIthe
bo!».wilSawesome

"I don't have a mor
I'm a Canadian."

David Cronenberg
Film Yearbook, 1985

It IS perhaps not surpnsmg that care WilS ta\.en to romt out WIth hmou~ even.
as It wen', iIS the two men's bunch of soence limon are not dlSSlflU1ar: ead! plays
the r6It of a 1llC:n-Or.!ess dNdIed ob5trver c:hrorodang evtnts UlOily and
UlttiledlWly from thes.ielUlts. (Thtdlaradersm BaUard'snovdsThr Drolrgilt
and ThrD/'Off1JItd WorM MtasdJSlilnt as thtcast olCns/l.) EadI~ had to run
the gamut of ~bId rensormmgers and patiently aplaUlS his posthon tunt and
agam Each has tntd m hIS own way 10 push bad the boundary around what IS

a«tptable, Ul a non-sensahonaltst, t'm'bral manner Crontnberg m partJrular
would be a first<hoKe candidate for a panel dISCUSSion m n'nSOrShIp, he 15

luod, eloquent and matter-of·fact, and always seems to JlKk the nghl thrust or
"""",.

The tempo lIKreilSed whl'll Ihe questions from Ihe floor began, and more lopte'S
fordlSCUSSlon Wen'UltrodU«d Croncnberg reeled off a few dIoice anecdotes;
Holly Hunter abusmg a JOumallSt at a Cannes press ronference; an indonesian
hIm feshval'scredlblhtygoUlg down the pan after It cut scenes with Rosanna
Arquette's character because she wears leg-braces and calipers (·physical
dlslllhl1esare totally taboo there, sose~ WIth someone disabled .ff), and his
mustngs on the purpose of se~ m today's SOCIety whtn the male doesn't evtn
havetobepresentatroncephonwerepamcularlymtertalnmg.

Ballard'S rontnbutlon to the evening was more low·kl'}' than Cronmberg's, but
he managed to kl.'tp prople's IIlterest In the mam, and hIS qUeshonmg of why
Cronmberg hadn'l named the him's (Clllnl character 'David Cronenberg'
mstead of 'James &lIard' was highly amusmg. Of (OUJ'je, m the spmt of the
evmmg Crontnberg said thatherould seeaactly why Ballard had named the
('tIllral character after hImself; It was such a brave move, and he never had any
lIltenhonofchangmglt

As a spectade the evtnt was somewhat lackmg, but fascinallng nonetheless for
the audience, Whldl generated a palpable mood of being In On SomethUlg
bduslve, [ must cooless 10 expenenang a sense of faruush pnde myself, not
least when I duly too\. my ropltS ofthesaeenplay to be SIgned afttrwards.
Indeed, my evtnmg was l'O\lIlded off perfectly whl'll [spotted the film's produm
Jeremy Thomas wandenng around unrl'rogmsed and added hIS Signalun' on the
nyleafto llle two mam protagonlStS'

So, a very (Ivlhsed affair whKh belied the turmoil bubblmg bmeath the ISSues
mVolved.CronenberglOldlJ'l('afterwardsthalforlus~tp«J!tdhelSrrtul1lUlg

to the theme and btle of one of hIS first fiJms, Cnllll'5 of lilt fMfl<rr, albell
sub5tantlallV~'orled With any lud, all thtattenhonaoorontroversYWlII have
pnc\.ed Ball.1rd anto m'tSlllngl few of Ius eariJer themes and temlontS. Hlltset
oul now to wnte a 1IO\e1 more dlStuibUlg and VJ5IOft.1J'Y t~ u.sb, tIunl how
blzarreand I or mleJtstlng lhe result rouId be For my money, Ile could do far

."'"
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John Coslello IS a FbandMelia SlUlies Iedulerwhoorce ta\l!tIlboltlJom
Ashbrook and Pa~ 8*lger III Saence FlClIOn appreaallm. Nee!Iess 10 add,the
Idea lbll tilke. MrCosleloloYessl/TKMleSandhalesSWTrek.



C1aire Brialey
ana
Mark Plummer
on fanzines

about 4,700 words
10 fanzines

... and 2deadlines

r:-. fanzines------------------I
i

MMk: Iguess w~'d bettl'f mab It dear from the start that I1 was Chns's Idea that
we wnte a f'J\ZLne revIew column as one of Ihest dialogue pieces. Just III case It
doesn't work, yOll understand «011. DnJ I'd also btUrr trp/ain tha, Iht
.ftmhowghlJgoirr'llg/r!tr,dm,liktthis. It's 11 IIltIItlinSltsSllffrrbl"OIl In rhtst days o!
lwd proassors bur WIth my/wet tlwy'lI lIIIIIIOW1 w. - MP»

At fu1t 1thought ttus might be in 1Iltere5ttng time 10 revIeW IM curnnt fmzlM
scene, what Wllh NOVKOIIll1d tverytlung. YOII remember of course the delugf of
fallZll1l' publishing that accompanied last year's ronvmlion, tleralding for many
another one of lhese Fanzine revivals lhatseen\ rocome along every six weeks or
so. Virtually everybody, or so It seemed, had produced something for the
wasionand It gave the convention Iheair ola treasure hunt 35 thededic.ted
rol~SC'll\IJ'!dthedarkestC'Oml'fSofththotel.tryinglOcompletethrirsets.

And, as stVenl observers haY! nott'd subsfqumtly (Illduding you I think),lhe
dedJGledrollectors.afterf»Usutglomarvel.tthlSmightyfanrushootput.nd
wooder whdher this really dill herald a Real F.TlZInr Revival arefully fiIfd their
pt"toOUS bounty III the Speoal Novacon Farwnr e.rner ~S wluc:h was .llowed
to LmgulSh under the bed, Lts only mn.1uung functton bMg 10 confuse future
arcllarologlsts III future cmtunes who will probably lool on It an mud, the same
way that we look on Stonehl'llge: 11 obviously represents an awful lot of work by
an awful lot of people but you nn't help wondenng why they did Lt.

Whatever, it seems that last ye.r's NovilCOn was merely. ghtch I'iIther tIwl •
trend. I understand IhatJan Orys put out another 1SSIH'0I VSOPbut I didn't
0\CtuIIIy set It. Then was of COIII'Sf [Rve Hicb WIth Morimy', RMngt and. a5Ide
from us, that was.oout it KluaDy. Bklody typial really: last yw OlIve smned
lObe about tilt only persm whodit/lI't do a fmzInrand t!Iis year he wasJUSl
about the Oflly persm who did.

However, there have been a few fanzinesappearing in the weeks leading up to
Novacon so perhaps we can start with some of those (I suggest we come back to

?~::~:a~:;: l~t;;)I.af<e:~:: :~~~~~tw~a~~~ ~;a:
rtuIIirlsdvr)'Oll~medclxjusl~Cht&:arws.-CB»«R,tht.SDmttdtm

.round wlq's/Iould proo.bIy ".alli""' 1llItltp'gts bri1!: rippnl t1/fd kJ
symbolISt IItt,-wgtoftlll'lt. - MP»

I'll kKk off WIth .... fIJiblt, malRly beause Lr'S the most frequent but also betaUS!' I
h.ve thIS smse - Whld you and everybody else mIght thl/II; ,ather p«UIJar 
that it's actually somewhat under-apprroated Now I know that It, and Dave
Langrord himself, have. garnered a somewhat Impressllle stac~ of Hugos 
thLrteen III total - and this oblllously represents a tangible form of 'approoahon',
but Ican't helpnohCUlg the hordes ol people.t thehrsl Thursday of the month
mft'hng al the Wellmgton Tavern III London who flock around Dalle to colled
tMlTlOOth'smstalment,andwhodosowithnore.lrecognitionl~lhedoesn't

llaYl.'todOllandhedorsn'thallttogovethtm.copy.IYsalmostasiftbey
resMdltusasbttngpartoftht~gt:the~rdyougetformerelyshowing

up (and, hemn help us, we need some incenhve thesedays).1 red;m everybody
who goes to the Wellington shauld buy Dallea pint at least once a year, Jhkt
Ansiblt: it strikes a perfect balance betWel'll being a gl'lluinely informahlle
newsletter and a source of I'lllertainment. While! value other news sources 
such as Matrix,hesaid,getting lhat onemqulck-Ansiblrhasacertamadllantage
of LmmedlaC)' anSUlg from Lts monthly schedule, and it's .lways a handy
reference source for, say, COlllltnhon COlltact mfotmalion. cflangesof address,
and recent award wmne!S. Butlhere's mort to It tIwl thilt. There's the artKIt on
t~t I(bobc Ptngum IfI/t//I promotIOn m AllSIbIt 111 (Octnber) for Ulstance, or the
TAFF CO'o'mgt m Il2 (November), or Ron Tane(s one-page 81'i1pft!c novel
.daptatim 01 A Otmt_ u~ m 113':. And Lf you've sot Internet access you
don't even halle to go to the Welhngton Ioget.ropy.

Appm/t:hilts also allaLlableon the net - pretty slIck Imk, huh?- anclappears
ellen more ftequl'lllly once every three weeks these days. Whde it's less effiCll'llt
asanewssourre-itdoesn'treallypurporttobeanewszineanyway-itagam
has ceTtalll advantages ansang from lIS freqUI'llCY, There's Andy Hooper's fanzine
rountdown,.lorl1lSt.lnce,and Ithlflkl'll h.lletodl5agreeWllh Paul Kincaldoo
tlusone. For.starters, thtcolwnn IS one 01 the most comprehertsllle gutdes 10

curTelliyav.ilabkof.lrwnes:Andy I"e'IleWS more titles tlwl JUSl about anybody
else and does so shortfy aftl'r they're publIShed. And wJuko tIltl"e'lleWS are
relahvely short. they doStl'Ve to gllle genml f1a1lOW oIlhe style and content of
tilt fanzlfll' mqUesbon.ll's adIp' style of revteW to, say, some of the columns
III AII,tlldt - and I'm thmkmg here partKulatly 01 Mike Abbott's artKle m lSSIJe 9
- but each is valuable III LIS own w~y. Whatever, .it does seem that App'ratchik
readers do act:Jally writcoff for COpIes of the fanzmes thal Andy has relliewed,
somethlflg whLchI'd been led to beheve was something of an anachronism, I
wonder if MIItrir readers do tha~? The received wisdom seems 10 be that they
don't. Anyw.y, 00 top 01 tilt TeIIlew5 there's an impressllle letter coIllll\II; .gam
as. consequence 01 lhefrequent sdledule,the letters remam curTell and are
dlSCl1SSUlg bvt issues. I would say somtItung about the ilrtldesbut It semts that
I've Itnt .11 my recmt COJ'!C'S to Paul KmcaICl so he can do Ius fanzlfll' revtew
column for us - god, are we an I1lceStUoUS bttle comrnwuty or what? - so
perhaps you can say somethmg about them. Or about somtlhmg else I'llhrely. Go
Oll,surpnseme.

CLaJrtildon'ttttinktheft'smuthJCMacldtowha.tYOU'lIt~aboutAnsJbJtand

Appar.uc/Jlk, but illtllltably I wiU (no surprises here, 'tOO ~). AnslbIt and
ApparaJdlik.as~ntslnootwlljoranothtr,aretheontytyptolfanzines

whictllunapprtdatt I\Mlg;~ added worth by oIppWing on the Inltme(.
«1hef«tlNrrvrontybMrru::tingfMllfnesfot~kw)'NfSdoesn'r~~

II.MrIg Sll'Ol'l8 Vitw5dbouf l1Wlg$lIUlhtm4JPOllfngonpdpt:lol:Jdptftrwty
bmar; 1/people CM do gexNndy InnovddYe I1WIg$~. good Net fO
tfttm-m~/nrern«IYsn'tstoppt!d~faldlngboobOllN8"azlIll!SMldIr'JtlOI

going to stop /tit rtdding follllines eJrMt, - CB» I~ with your a.s.sewntnt of
Ansibkis gtlltfal and (Ol\Slant worth, and probably also about the way It's tUtn
fOf gfanled as aGrand Old fannlsh lnsdlUtIon wllkh somehow sprln~ fully·foontd
from Dave ldngford's ItnsJbIe bOll: !'IIeIY month - an Imprmlon ....nldl may wtll
beasslsttdbywh.J{~tobeeffotdesstygoodwritlngandwflal:wtaJnlyls

subdt: but dfmivc tdItlng. The last AppMdtdrik t gOl on piipef, Issur 70, bIIowtd
uptheTAffstolyithMlblote1\lnthepreviousissut.butabolndudtdMMIide
from VIctor GonuIttabout fanzint writing - whIc.h fl'IM'Ia&ed fO be ilttftSdng
evCJI though rd not yet lead the issue olOulslirw.lake's Nl:vetQUteAnMng
whIdltheartidc~as.sptdlicexarnple:olagoodlanzine,ThtOCherartldes

wert lnttrtsdng although there Is 110 OYefall thtmt, 50mtthlng It's probably mud!
eas~ 10 do withOUI lllllltlng commenlln a large. lillt. Tht ~lter ooll,lmn legularly
taXes up lItarly hall the fwllt and lIdS a rtgular mailbag from oorrespondtnts In
NOIth AmtrIu, the Ut( and Austr4lLa - tNs time with .tleast half the letter cotlltnn
locusing,unsurpfisingly,onTAfT.

Stayingallltfllivt.rllflOYConto ....tdrvdesinct)'OlloN'/mtntiontditinpaMing
dtrlltJ,therebe.haYeltftrnewittl:sc:methingtowy .... ThtAttituclef'lottct
Isntaring Its end now and wflal:.emains olthe fwIne piftlsdtaftygoing 10 be
rocustdontheCOllllmtlonilFtbrualyandwhatilachleom.Al'lftlldeCMlWettlt
rm;orityofthtblamtkll'ma.kingmeolCtfvetylnttfesttdlnfaJlllnes{andl(f:flaldy
used Its ft'.llltw(oIumn as one of my tarty SOUlCes fOf Inlefesdng faJlllnes) and so I
owe It quite a lot. It sdll perpltxts mea bit. though. In ltrmsofwhdt It's oKtUaJly
t!yingfOdo,andhowit'strylngtomaU:l/jrtspand,lstheslmplefactttw.tltlw
madt lilt respond the m.1In point, Of!slt flflTlCR(QfI\pllcdltd than that1Th1s Is
NwlljS lurking ill cht backol my mind when leadingor~about Atlftude; I
CMl'tQ\.itt lose my sense olTht l'tojtct(orTht Experiment/and Yo'NIOnEatth
AleThtyTl)Ing To Do To Us. and treat It tntifdy onks merit:s. Is that d'lt point
too?lt'saltoohorribtydlOllaf,andevCJllfltlsthepointlftndltcandbtraetand
dtnact from what!s. at tIti particuIaf ~e rlSSUt9], a VffJtnIoYabIt and
thought·provolUngf<lflzine,



You'vealready addressed a rouplcof personalzines, including ThlDisillusiolli51
which I forgot to mention when I was talking about Novaoon famines and for
which DOppeIgangerwill probably never forgive me,so lhis seerns like a good
moment to bring III Dave Hkks and Moriuty's Rertnge 4 and to ask myself
whetherlluslSwtlatlklokklrtnalanzme.

Mark: Oh dear, you wanl me to do phIlosophy? I guess whal I look for tn a
lanzine ts, by and brge. somethtng tNt's IIltemting to read, Now tlus IS a bit
nebuIous,l know, and doesn't dlSltngulSh what I look for III a lanzine from wNtl
look for in a professional magulIle Of a book Of any other written medium. It's.
simplistic approach but there you go.OKa practiClI application ..

To' certain exlerlt tIus lanzme functions as
Dart'S atch-upservice, rompiete WIth the almost
obligator)' "Why tIus fMlZU'lt has bkm two yean
to prodtn" remuts, bul there's also a t,uiy
strongpersooaJ~ytn"RockandRoIl~·

Side·. I suspect I can personally relate to this ooe more lhan you.CWrt; the
teenage heavy metal fan experiences of Dave's earlIer yea~ are very f.miliar 10

me, [ mean, yeah, whm I was eighteen I was amassing Hawkwind albums at an
alarming rate (I now amass Frank lappa COS which probably says something
although[don'tknowwhat).«ln~lnl~restsofh.vmonyI"Uavoid5U88t5t1ng

anythjng~.-CB))lt'safinepieceofwriting-lpartlcularlylikethephrase

"manly nurupubtion of machine headsM
- and, whlle 11 may not be apparent al

first, it even Ites rtself bad 10 tandom towards the md. Ftnally, there's the 1etter
column. SOlMIung wllidl seens • httle redundant due to the lengthy 1Iltm'i1
between tIus and the prt'VJOUSlSSut.As, basicpnnople Ibb letter columns but I
ttunlthere"sameklrdroppingtluslRditicNlroultwhen there's a couple of
yearsbctweenlSSUes.]ustanopuuon.

So, yeah. I reckon Morwrty's Rromgt is a pretty good example of a pmonalune
and ["d like to thrnk that Dave WIll produce a further lSSuein a bIt under two
years this time,

Coming back to "something interesting to read" and to something you said bad:
up there, I've never been quite sure what 10 make of AtJillldt, There IS this
lendency 10 set it assomethinslllOrtthan words (and artwork) on a page:;Altillldt
seernslobttboughtolmoreasaphilosophy,asSOlTlethutgll'lOn'tiw'I.stringof
(wNt by the md will have been) twelve fanrines and a C'OfIvention. In part. ll's
beoiuse the wlw*enle'prisl" couJd besetl\ as being somtWhat~geticaL I(\m'1
mlly know whether that was the tdllOn' inlerlt but it setmS 10 hayt beert the
effect. It has a I'JKf mailing list and. proNbly as a result. re~ many people
who set few if any other farwnes (and, consequently, may Nve been tnIC\IIllIl.t
least some of lhem developing an IIlterest in the lanzine form). The presence of
pro(essionalwrilers-hereJohnGrantandM.JohnHarrisoo-mightservetocsta·
blish a more overt ronnection befwe1!l'l the fanzincand 'real' sf,Theseare the sort
of things that spring to mind when llhink of Allillult; somehow whether any of
the articles are Ktually any good doesn't seem to enter into it. For all that, [would
agrre that lSSut 11 had a stroogPrartKlemttmt than the issues imrnedLiltely prea
dmg It. the pIeCeS by Helena Bowles and Lptnt' Ann Mane were pamcuIMIy
good And there's an entertalJllJl8letter column as well: substanllal and. by~
of the larwne's reLahvely fraJuent pubhcation schedule (qlUrterly). reaslWbly
currmt. Mike Abbott's farwne revJtW coIWlVIIS well done, as menlJool"d earher,
,tfuJfils,dlfjrrmtfunctK:rl IoAndy Hooper'sl'OlUldup III AppIr8tdtitbut It's no
lessvaluablt, I particularly like lhew.ythecolurnn ltselfdlrectlYlllteraetsW'lth
anotherfanzine-W"unWings"ndllmllIlllS.l:ins(bloodystupidtitlethat,lhey
shouldshortenllto ... oh,ldon'll.:now,WlI~nlS.l:iIl5Ofsomethutg)-whJchdoes
help to establish the idea that all these bundles of photocopied and duplicated
paper aren't just Ooatingaround in splendid isolation. My one regret here is that,
working on the basis that Ihey don'l change their policy, this will bea one-off
column: I'd like 10 see Mike develop his ideas over time, Maybe onceAllrlJwt

reaches the end oills liltspan somebody else will take him on.

«NB, rd<iISQ lice fO(rNtlPogonophobla4andMoriMly'sRcvenge4. twould
<ilSQbellice fDgNe'f»Ce fl;lSdeJn ActIon flveYufy, m 2\ andPlotu4. and
r-...e<ilSQgotMlmosa 19, Wild Hdn 18 andThlngtmybob 15 wtidll SUJ¥lOSt we
could do If we rNIsDaIy~ tmt to tuJ dltrn now t1w1 l\Ie made dli5late ..

unJes.syou'-...ebeenasfrly5WOlmdtuJ rtlem lIId1ready. Obvfouso/. Uyoulwve
odJM wh/dl you'd o/h() like ro Itldude, we dther can't do all 01 rtlem Ofl need ro
bemuch, much quickef ntXr lime. -C5)) ({Yts ... m'lI, Pu/'ss/i/lgolllllmy rro'"t
US p."zillts pr his rroirno roIum". I think this is wiult's t~ in lilt tr~Jt 115 ""d
planllmg. Look,ltr'st«pquidllboul ilQlfJlwptfullyllObady willllotl«. I'll I"J 10 blllffil
OId.-MP»

Andthere·satlloughlonwhichtohandback.Mark,whalateyoulooldngfOllna
fanzine?~ you found all ofil in mj elf the F.mzines we've mentioned so r.v, Of

iTT1oftheonnyou may M aboul IOmeflIion1

[xap(, perhaps. In comp.ulson to anothet pmonaIzlne. The DlsIfIuslonlst has
now reached Issue 4, although the 06ppelganger describes It as the "Oh damn,
I've nolhlng wrIl1en In time fOI Novacon so I'll just dQ a fanzJnelle" Issue. IId0e5n'l
seem exCffilvely disJoInted, fOI alllh.1l.l\ke Bob, It Is pmonaIly·or!ented, focuslng
on details ofOop's Ufe, both within fandorn {. short astlcIe on biurre IOumeys 10
fannIsh events, and an occaslonaI cotlmn on 'f.avow1le Thlngs'j and outsidt It,
lnIluendng his lie: and lfestyleand Who He bTotby(ancMhl"r shon:Mticle:on
rncMng house, and the major piec:e of the fMlzint. wtIid'I dcaIs with Oop's
COl\O"aaionof~BarrtSyndJomel.ltismoreofahistoflc.llandirlofmaltye

~ thMIlan Sorensen's,whidl manages 10 be bod'IdIdacllc.and expIof~

Oop·s M1Ide is. howevef. stil a powerful piece of wrlllng, ddting • mote
sa.algtltforward lesponse of both sympathy and admiradon. So!h fanzine:s may
seem a 1I11ll" stJange 10 read If you don'l know die authoD: equally, ~r, they
represent one way to begin to get 10kroow !hem. It dcpends what you're IooIdng
far In a/anzlne

I'd ~~lotl~oIlssuesprloftolhistlwjus(1TWI)'bIe Arzirudewu
IosiIIgIt: aItttough lM'cwm: ~ sornelnteresling anlde5oV1d. dd edill)f\,al
fr~ithidbtguntoseemabltp"'tehyOYefall.1s5ue9.thougtI.isrighlbfd;

onaack.focustdondleCOllYelllonv.'lth"tustr"¥tIcItsbanllnbeJolltems,
oVId tllus to some extent drawing In the tlllco)CIs nom what has gone btfore. bul
Including some splendid material ostensibly outside tN.1 COfC: John Dallman's
edltoflal on LutelcollS. a ch.lpler from [lWIn Hirsh's 1987 GUFT trip report. an
excellent and challenging article from H~na ~ on pomogriphy. feminism
and sexuality. l)'lWlt Ann MMc on a rest-arid· refuge project fof prostiNlCS In The
H.guc.1nCI thtltnsthYlnClincisiYefw:lnc rcvicwcolumnfromMidl.JelAbbott
wtKh you~ bebe. All this and John Gr<V11, M.]ohn HmIson,I~ at
EvoIutlonandAJb.1con..tllilllourishlnglcttercoll,mll.'Sunc.t.Etuditlonand
Scorn' (!he .anlkditOlW ;ll: !he ~). and l vMiety 01 enleNlrWlg: M1d oJPP05Ite Well for stirrers. tt's .. nicf dem txIy produmon. somethmg wIudI. Nsed on
lIusaancm. I sIwIll miss Atri~......ntn Ifs ill 0VCl'; thcfc Me I. 101 of f¥Wl'Ie$ what I sax! iI couple of PMoJgraphs bad. does!1" «twIUy figure ID the eqWltlon
MOUnd it the momcnI. Ahhough 015 you $iIld some twve!l'l <lCru.IIy~ed ~na but wluch Jshould probably wnte III SOITll'Where.1 wasgomg loronlnst tlus With
theNovacon 1995 publishing explosion. but Itllil'lk more llwn one win 1Ia~ tOMn TU DlSillwSlllnlS1 although when [go to look back on IIJIlllln that Dop see'IlSlO
toftJl die AITiIVde-Wped gap. Hey. maybe rtldrjusl might be l~ point.. I haVl'curbed most of the Wilder UTPexcesses [11<mI to associate With 1115 stuff so

perhaps I WOfl'I. I muSI admit that I was

~~ ~~";I~ ~~=s::'-lI:; I~ ~~ ,---C"I.-,-i'-.-=B-,-ria-,-I.-Y-.n-'-d-,-M".-,-'k-=Pc-1u-m-m-.'----, ~~:~~h::eiSw~n~1o~~~ea:~;\a~~~:~
~=:n=:n~~~~r:: live in Croydon. Theyco"edn (and mosttywrne) ~=~kb:sts~:'Ofl't tlunk this is actually a

beginning of Ncwtmbtr, and TM DUHJusionisl Waxen Wings and Banana Skins, which won
frc.n I\nttXTf~(~DOppeIgangftl. which the 1996 Best Fanzine Nova Award.
=.r~~~And~,:::: Mark was also runner-up lor the
Il. SlJbtitled "Bob WIre" and with .. WS1 fetching Best Fanwriler Nova.
jm!Mkef ilIusoatlon ofLvl ~ PImlTlY Ander10n
on die wm. ills a quid round-up of A1bacon and a glancing lefefeoce 10
management poIlcy al die school whefe ~ leaches. AI the end Is a 1ev1ew of
Uslftcon, and a short 1e:1Iefcolumn. 5uI die main body of die fanzlne Is a long
ankle where lAn desalbes and tries to analyse c1w1y and rationally his
rela~onships with women and hIs responses 10 those relationships. It's an artIde
wItIch demands a response. whether yw know !an Of not (and, ind«<!, he Is
aclivdy~ngaresponsel.butsucharesponscisp'obablyquilel\ardto

articuLate; Mhough odler Bobs h.wefl'1 been quite so, well, personal, they~
been ftrmly pmooaIIy-or\enl:ed. whicl1 may explain the sl10ftness of the Iener
collrnn. ({Alw, ," rtlIItIIIlJr, a:mdty, /lr1l1Sll I ''''' tttor c.llttlrr roIlIlIl/tS. - MP» I
CefUlinlyfudilh.ardlO~ifs .. lnt~tingandlocuscdpieccofwriting,

rdaling to an inleg:ral pan of the IiIe ofsomeoneclosdyirMlllfed with fandorn, bul
Ifs quite Iwd lO.wess a piec:e of pmoNI writing Iikt this a1tlaIly.



81,11 now I'm ~ktrackmg whm I should bf goUlg foI'ward, And I'U go forward
by II'lOVIIlg on to Child. Connor's Thingllmybob 15 wluch showed up here
relahvely rmntly. I'd seen DI'lt' prevtous rssue wllldl mainly sticks in my mind
for beutg pnnted on foolscap paper and therefore doesn't fit U\to my Wwne
filing system. Fortunately this latest number IS on more cmvmtiooal A4 and so
will, hopefully, 5tKk ut my mind for other reasons. like Monmy'J Rtmlzt, tlus
fanlU'le Ms Sfel a faIT gap between Its OJ.lTeJIt and PfMDUS issues and, unh1t
!}ive,Otud Ms dtoded todrop Ihi.' letter column as a n5lllt

(hueL: styles TJllnpm~ "The Tru·Fnnge-Fan's Fnnge-Fan-Farwne" [Thar-s IaS)'

b'1Irn a:. ay -ems/and I guess I'm not a Fnnge-Fan '(051 havetoadtrul that I
don', really get a lot 01 ttus. The Harry Turner 'DIY llungumybob' IS, as you'd
"pert. beautifully done, and the short amelt by $abma Mollet on entmalRlllg
small dllldren Wllh mercury is entertalRlllg enough. However, the mlSttllaneous
'welrd slllt' stuff Just leaves me cold. It's not that I feel such matrnalls out of
place in a farwne - on. the contrary, [ would hke to th~k that. I'm ,fairly open
(despite quaint old-fashllX\ed nohons about having real Sklffy amdesm fanzines)
-but even though ['m nonnally quite interested In this sort of thing rorsome
reason the examples just don·tronnect. What can one say? It's URconventional; if
y~u don't hke fanzines «(In~rl fim dt LiWlrd,slylt "Thty'rt 011 jllSl boIlocb rt'lllly"
rlffhm,-MP)) you might like Thingllmyboh.

OK, do you have any idea kow much text Chns wants? Is it all academic '('05

we've ITUssed the deadline anyway? Will tllere be mushrooms for breakfast? Will
Penelope ever escape from the Hooded Claw? Why do we keep 5aymg that?
«Notbeuuseweiehoptnsfrx.dcus ell rrwchIN wfich vrilmirolCVlooslymate
this co/lmn on~ l'Ifthoot lIS IwviIlg to sp«d·rNd~ we'd prob.IbIy
o~~etjOy ... otsc:mcthing}N.Jh,5uldynot,AndoiS~W<l/'Cf~
rises to d*l1rveI, we olR!' de.Jt1ydoomed - bur no. Ifs dropped b.Kt to wMs/'
hdghf.,thtnextfr~Mldweh.Mlttmpotll)'~,-CB))

«1JIm' !/'Oil It'. !/'Oil (I'~ SIIY dwll'Vtr you liU IIOID ut '"'1 lW of 1 dtr.m
IIIJSalIlntoIl5/1n:tntS!I'O"~tolwrfl'~,"glrr1lllllil!tclllSl'l,(IlI"tlgrodm/

"'lInlSl'd JI1IIl'IIct !lIIsn't knl.1l1tu mmt 11IIn 10 PllIII KIIICI,aI. MlIlIlly, It'S IIISl
OCClIrrN I" l1li" thlt PillIrs colllm~ IS I#/t lOLl_Is ftrttytlllllg In /lnJlJfff .huJ'ts dtslmtli I"
/It J.tr~ (CIlIJd~'t 1llr 11/$' trrr'1tct lhis prohIrm by r.rttndmg,j/ d~"nn by 1 lllOnlJ. (11

11«11 llonly/;, hint IMt simplt. Omwnfs., ,. -MP)) «In f«t l.-n.~
disofgMlMd foln lo\o1Io tw ono/ ~dy exuv.te:1 tM study MId bmd Io.Jds 01
1.tnzJnes.buff'II.ttmlpltopoiSSltolfoiSotgMJls.ldonlfyouftl':.-CB»

C....m OK, ml5cellaneous fanzines It Is. PfokU (from Allson Xott, Steve D.Ivis. and
collorts) Immediately leaps to mind. but mostly for wllat I think are the tight
leasDfls.l'Iokrdthrewml':lntocoofuslon by sneakily arrtvIng In the posr the day
after I'd sketdltd out a revltwofthe prtVlous Issue-bYt It often throws me Into
confuslon; Ilke olhers who didn't recognise the acronym I spenl dlleut Its firsl
three I~lItS calling It '1"\otU'. «Mt lOLl, J blOW lfult il'i IIn acronym but J th;n! 111111
'P!olu',SldUlilly,bttltr nrlllll'_ -MP» I a1§O admit to being Inlllally mlslcd by 11; I
thought th.at the tom about SUpetflllDllS technology would 'NW d bit thin and
then whtfe would PIoku be? Well. by the ftfth Issue It seems 10 be h.tvIng a pretty
goodtlmt,wo1ltingb'AJIsonlOglveblnhandb~to~m.vrIedln

Australli: 1I combines • lot of pmooaI dtWls, .n:J pmonaIily, from the editDrial
w.llor ASSSCM)with stulffrom nwnerous conoibu~ and~. this
tine theft's~ sorned*lg about stiffy. Thtrt's. grtll dtal of mattrial packed
InloI4Inkelylaid-out-the1e'ssorntthingrobesaklfofsupt!ftuoustechnology)
pages;p'evlouslssuesllaYtl:ftn.bitlrt-)'t1·fM:l':.withSOfTltartidts~g

glNTtf expIoi.llon (the extdtnt revitwot the Robert MiIppIclhoIpe WJiblllon In

the lolstlssue. b'example). Thistlmt round,I'IoweYe',/M'l)'ofthtartidts n.n 10 I
about. past'.n:J.att a bit mort dtYtloped,.atld the Jetttr column. by wthe
longest ~'Nll':.l around 6 pages, Is packedwidl fansjosdlng to IIaYt fun.AIson's
prqnancy must be weighing on tltr mind (Md, no doubt, pressing on tltr inremaI
Ofgansl as thtrt Nt Sl."Ytral baby-tdattd Iltms In Issue 5 - lhe dost'st I'Iott.I has
comt to. thtmtothtr than the ttiqultous supe1ftuous technology. NI':XlIssueIs
thrtatentd to be. 'Wed<fmgsancl!ables Issue' fof the Altitude Convention In
febnr.vy: but IIr'ho knows lfwt should takt that-Of anything tIse-serIousIy? (I
pdrl\cuIartyRkcthtapp.lrtnltyptfson.aJlstdtkk·boxesonlheb.Jckcovtrtellingus
all why wt'~ gDl • copy.) Pfoktd Is somtdmtS snIppely and frequently
self·rtftrenllal. but It's a/§O wdl-prodlKed. enthuslastlc and gelltlally good fun.

By contrast fflfTom Judith Harma and )oseph Nld10las \s a heavltr·wtight fanzlnt
deolllng....,jth ReallsslltS; a1tkough It sllll Rnds t1mt for a few giggles. thty ltOO
towards tht lronk and lhe gtntrally more glown,up . , .. £TT on Its twenty-nrSl
outing could appilClllIy sl4nd for uoy onc, Oi' all. of 28 difltrenl thtngs, although It
does lncOfpof.lf 'lnltmational Revolutionary Coa1dentr·. 60m the intefllillional

foarsancltheenvllorvnenlalism Isup-front.whlchmaybtontoftlltrtasOOSI6kc
11, «Since.1rN the l,fI/dtiattd,lh.M todl':M wfttJ bodl at wcri Jrom thtmotl':
restrMMdCMISeMcesideoltheollgJlnttlt, -CB» Artldesruogefrom/udlth's
desctlpliOnoftltradolesct1Keonaf.umInA\lStr.thtDUghvastly~

travelogues from T. B,flohYtt'(Arntr\cMI~). Ardy$.lwyel(TIrislaJ.Mld
IudIth's.sbl:t1RDs1ynHannalsal'olI1withocasklfwlhlppo)to)oseph·stnd-ple«on
OptnDayIlKensalUetn~,sneaklngupon)'DU.oohittinghardabout

sodaIolnd environmcnt.ll disasIM-with I'btory.oo skIft'y,hwTah, \OIo'OYeIIin.1ht
Iettelcotumnlsllvety,withSOfTlttopksftom~a1Issuesbad:SliII\I'IIIing.ancI

succeeded in making mtwant to rl':'!Ud the earlie' Issues, wtid'lart also jolly
goodsNff

And ftnaJly. b'myNm «Good polnryocrm.doe, ooh.~ timI':<i$OtlOW-lIow
1on8~Ch/fj w.tfltltlis robe ... }-ClJ)) «HavinlstippnlllhtlllftllllltmdQnd
ntoblrshtd 1l1li1 this rs IIbol/l 4,100 I«Irds, rd wy, wA/xnl/ 4.700 ~1ds: - MP). I
an't posslbty Igno«! A1ison frcebalm's 'opnopltobla. not INsl because It'll
probablyCDlTlt round and glveme a good IdckJng, J>osooophobid(whlchofcoulSt
wt all knew mtans a ftar of fadal hall - a dde whkh demonstrates !hI': fanzlnt's
rt~ar« to fandem in roughly the sarTll': w.y that the conttnts do) has now
reached Its fourth Issue; otigtnally Inttnel«l as a monthly fanzlnt. it's sdI! mort
frequent tllarl most. Allson has a style. panache,dress sense and gentlal Nmof
pluast to dlt fof - and deservedly won tilt Bet fanwrlttf Nov. In 1996. to
generoll acclaim. «I ~'t ~tIOn right now who ame ~. - CB»
Pogonophoblol deals with Al\son's Imprt'Wons of lift and why to llYe 11
SOfTIttlmtsoiSaserni-detadled and ratht!cullousobservcr. sometImts with a
direct. frn and demanding engagt1TltRl. It Is. undenlabty. a personaIIine; 11 has.
fannlsh context ,.thtr than a fannish. Of skifry,contenr. AncIyetltcloesftdfwish
- and it rtads §O wcII it doesn't mudl seem to matttrwtlat it Is. Whtre)'DU mIght
cuti up on tilt sot. with Artitudt 9 and aglw ofv.1ne, Of w.kc FTTlmo tilt gardtn
with .mugotc~, Pogonophol:UlrMtes)'DU to Wt: 1Iinlothtshowerwidl.
btI':l-.atld Iolughs.t)'DU when yow fwint gtts" soggy.

And. sII'lcc I seem to IIaYt dtgtntfattd Into morl': wibtling; «YOIl? Wilrhllng?
Hmtt'RJ.ltfnrd·-MP»)thanMttrfK~~,1Isccmstikttlmttoshutl4',

II\Mn't cbt5c:ietnFlctfoofM YutYaftet aI-maybt tilt next issue ... 7Nor
have I had adlanccCYttlto read G6tttr'dMnmttung. which arrMd dis morning.
«A~yocrgoingon. widlfurthl':tCOfl'lllltl'lrsOf~Ianzine5}Anything toM'!
up}/~to~condudtdbypWIJngoutAltltudI':9.Jf1dm,JlIdPogonophobla
Ingtlll':fal, burthen!'snof'd'lJcul.arleoiSOllYOUhavetopickwinrHets too .... Hdp,
I dor!'f know how to stop, - CB)) «/I's OK. 8«l: CJmfll/1y 11MInfs tilt dllOt toIIilt
smiling n«tIly mol w;n;ng m impmsilln III C1tItu:crnl Cl/m, and Ihnr mIIit 11 rlln
forit.-MP))

- C (Ioirt BriIIlty & Mgr! PllImmu 199}

FANZlNES AVAILABLE FROM:
An.1bI1

Oavelanglord,94loncb1Road.ReaOOg.Betiu/jr',RGl5AU
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AtJ/JfHoopef.TheStarli1erBuik*lg.4228FfiWiIA........ NonIlIlG3,Seanlt.WA9B103,
USA(lIS$3lorlhfeelTMlllhs'suppIy.$121or.yurorlietme~IorSl9.73)·

OlcJoMarlnTud:r.NRa~GrM,(lOwUs~.WIenhalWeslMidNlds.

WVI31HX(£10rroal~;[19.311or.ifttimQarbl

""'"t.4ittlaeIHlbcG.l02~SmilhC1ose,c.nbndgt.C813OF.,.
1In$ortnsen1WoodsldeW........ IrL37HY
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JucltlHamll.Jose!ilfic:hotls, 15JnonsRoad,SouthToaemam.london.H15W"""""........
OMltdll,lStWoobiPlKe.Nl!wport.SouthWales.f*l4ilGO

'"'"AisonSaJa.iI2TlM8'ImIl!tsRoad,WaIltIatnslow,london.EI14RH--AisonFreebam,19WaI.-yellS,Ki'nic:dm.RriewslWt.PA134QP
TMDlsUIuJionQI

Ant«ty1>Oppelgange(~Gro.n:IFIoor-f1al.16DaJ1M1Road.CroyQ:ln,s..ner.

CA06JA
Thlngumybob

CtudlComor,SildanHouse.ChldstonRoad,WiSSllt.nlIarHaIeSWDllh,SutloIk,IP190NF
WIlM WIng. IIId BQfI,TlI Skln.(Now lwmed flanana Wif\ls)

ClaireBrilliey.26Northa.mptonAoad,Croydon.$urrey.CR01HA
OfMarlc~mer.14NorthwayRoad,Croydon.S'Jfty.CA06JE

All lwirln .pan Ircwn ApparaW should be available free n you send a stamped.
selt·Idl)".Ssed envtIope - M sized, two Of three tirst d.ss slamps - but the UIllI.I
alfa~tnlSlorc:ontinwlgtogetlanzilesr&quiftyDllIDlladeycuownzine$.oIfffaI'lWOl'll;Of

c:onIliluboos.sendle4tersrJc:o:nmentOfDltlffstuffthee<i1Ol$protessthemMllvesinlll'Sled
f1.Ofserdismaldona~(f1andIOlasupplyrJSASEs.O
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Take part ill the

UK's major event for
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http://ds.dial.plpex.com/minerva.tectVinterven.htm

E-mail: Intervention@pompey.demon.co.uk

Highlights

Guests of
Honour

Brian
ALDISS
fon
BING
Octavia
BUTLER
David
LANGFORD

Contact: Intervention, 12 Crowsbury
Close, Emsworth, Hants, POlO 7TS

Memberships close
14th March 1997

Talks, discussions,
seminars and workshops

Drama from Brian
Aldlss

Fan lounge celebrating
SF fandom and involving
newcomers with
'kaffeeklatsch' seSSions,
entertainment, festiVities
and displays.

Masquerade, music
and mirth

Dealers' room stocked
with noo, rare and
second-hand books,
crafts and memorabilia

Art show and auction

Parties, games,
quizzes and film
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A BOY AND HIS GOD

Gory Dalkin, Joint Featurts Editor of
Vector, has Q strong belitf ill his own

existtllct. Which is mort tlulII SOlllt .

WHOTHE
.-ELL
DOES
G A R Y
DALKIN

!kM, Arthur C C1iIrt.e). 8eause of the dlVt'fSIty mlhe
genre. Any style. any subJl1d, any xll'il or emotJon
knowntohWlWlexpenencecanberomeil part of sf.

8eause sf IS an Impllody optunISbC geM!. The very
filct tlwt much of It ~kes pbce IJI tbe future, however
bleak tbe mdivtdual fulurt'S may be 1/1 cmalJl books,
SUggestsil lalth that the human race wdl be around for
some considerable tune to come. (01011 Stapledon, Gene
Wolfe,MarkS.Geston.)

l!t'callSf sf is the best-eqUlpped fictlOll to tac\:.lethe
Big Issues. Not what malllstream fiction con~lders

lmportant, love, death, pohhCS and social ISSlles
(thoogh sf of coune can and does deal wilh these 011 a
reglllar basis), blltlhe really big stuff. Life, the
UnlWfSe and Everytlung. The u1lim.1te purpose of
creiltion. The existence, or not. of God. How It illl
works.(Stepbeflllaxtl.'f, Waiter M. MiIJcr,j.G. Ballard.)

THINK HE IS? by=::";;,,,:,~~,,,;.::,:m.=:
alpilCitytoSllrpriseand~Beauseltispossible

tobegu1 readmg iln sf story WIth no ldea of whert It
may be gOUlg. or of the marvels the writer may hive
secreted along the wily. The best sf IS the most
unclichid Ilterature III the world. (Terry DowlJIIg, {)an
Sunmons, Neal Stephenson.)

l!t'cauSl'wehvelllatKhnologicaI,SCIence-denved
culture. SenollS, near·futllre sf is the best fiction for
liIIderstandinglheposslbilihl'S which facellS. (Paul).
McAuley,GregEgan.)

I!t'cause It'S both flill and f).Cltlllg. (Peter F.

Ha:~:md~~l~t~n~~!, bill not I"ilst, because I'm i
iICtUiIllyinterestedlllsoence.Aboolwlwtltalntellus f
oflhe WilY the uruverse worls. ,

MostoftheaboveCll1lalsobe~kenasreasonswhyl

don'llile tbe maJOl1ty of medy sf; 1I SImply doesn't do
tbettungsforwluchlbkesl.1.Ikewise,mostfanmy
fictim.llpiIOfiestheimilgmationwithendlesscfJcMs.
and rather tlwn confrontl'Nhty (5(;Ipe!i from reason
IJlto an arbltnry metilphfSlCS. When anything can
happen Isimply ci/1',care what does.

Havl/1g said all that, perhaps I ShOllld record thilt I
love the Star Wars films, Ihe films of lames Cameron,

~t~~;;~i~'M;n~ ~~~,z~ ~er:htO~: 5~:~:~f.
fcrmddm PIWltt, PIIIMtl of/1st AptS, 2001, lArdcn., Timt
A[ttr Timt, E.t(lllibur, Bllldt RWMI'tr, ET, ThtTltiMg,Hoot
ilnd AIItII' [also hkl' the fantasy of Otve Barker,
Robert HoIdstock, Mark Helpnn. Stephen Donaldson
and Ray Bradbury

Meanwhile ...
In rt'ill Ilk I sometunes TfYIeW films for the
bmr'llklll/lr Emt'"l EdIc, do lots of banng exerose,
look after iI alt calla:l Bnmble, rook bot, spKy mtilIs,
belong to Greenpeace, Amnesty Inlemahonal, the
Green Party, Winton Evangelical Church. and lallgh at

You won't find /he Matrix cap/ion learn ~~::,~ ~~~l:a~~;~~~~ ~~~w~ogr;:/~~
falling for this olle. We'd /lever say "Gary pavements; the vacuOllS mechanical noise whJCh

On/kill strokiug his pussy", oh 110. currently passes for popular music: AmericamS3hon;

He's strallglil'g it. ::;:;\~~;:~:"i~og~~~:\t:~ ~:f:~~
TV rtVlews III IMltr.Dllr, I senl iI spec review (of Wlt'"g and people who don't know which way 10 wear a
tilt Moon by Ehubeth Hand) 10 Paul Krncald and iISked Nseball tip.
If Jcould, please SIt, grovel grovel, revlew some books. As everyone IS doutg III'lOW, I'll end by TIOhn3 that IhIS
The rest IS hlSlOf}' Except !MU was wnlltn to tbe sounds of Jan GilrlJarek.

Why 1 Like SF Enough... ~l:~:~:=m~~~f,=Ra~~

~::I~~~~t\:wonder""hKh no other Oebussyand Bemard Hemunn. -CCAryDlIllIl1997
branch of ficlIon can provide {Davtd Zmdell. Greg

I T BEGAN WITH IhrUlt Boy, qwckly foIIowtd by
IhedlSCO'ief)' of tht BeIund The Sob posltJon. HlS
IOff rtrorlk that I WIS Wiltdullg Or WIto from the

'ge 01 thn.'e, but my fiBl memory of thl' prGgnlTltJlt

wlSthechffhangerlllwluchsomfUlewasrr'J'Pfdma
T.tptdly fIoodmg 'lliod... There Wl$ also~ mmd
Je«hmg telepathIC se.wetd (naturally), and a lot of
screanung

When rwas seven we moved to Bouml"llloulh and I
started going to the Morning Matinee althe local ABC
CUlerTla. The first thing I ever saw on a movie saeen
was a Mighty MolISt cartoon. This was followed by the
penultimate episode of the 'classic' fantasy serial
Drlnny tilt Dr~gan. The foIloW\llg week we were treated
to lhe fin.tJe of the aforemenhoned. plus, 10 ensure our
return. epISode one of FIIS1t GonfOll ConqIltl1 lilt
Unl1't1S'. No expense was spartd, bul we wm qUilt
t1appy to lap up !has, Mn thm, ancient dnvd. On a
bidwed.tht·lTWllkatu~·wouJdbtsometfungfrom

rht Ou!d.ren's Film Found.bOn. but u we We! tudy
wewoukl~rnnetyminutesota man ini T\Ibbtrswt
st.Impulg or. a model of Tokyo. AII'II~. Tmur of tilt
Dtrp wuasgood 1S 11 got.nd It seemed prt'ltygood
Nckthen.

Properpscturesbedoned. I Itad already been allow·
eel 10 stay up late to watch lhemoon landing. I don',
know ~actly wh.all! was. but something about the hill'
caught my IlT\iIginatlon and J knew I h~d to see It
Perhaps It was th" Inc!uslon of numbl.'rs and th"coIon
Even the htJeseemed big ifld lmportantand speoal.
My aunt had to take me to iI httJe out-of-the-wilY
fleapit to see 200): A SpI(t Odywy. [t was the lTIOSt

illl\UItIg thing I had f'Vtr see'I (though my aunt
wanttd 10 leave after twentytnUlutes, bored btcause
thm wen'noYdIE'5IJ1 prettycastumes), and I didn't
Iwve enough experienct' of anema to know it was
urnqut. I kept pg to ser other films hoping to find
sornetlung. as good. or better. lsttll Iwven't.

From~ I reiId f'Vrrytlunglilfl~stKal I could find.
Thelirst 'proper'slbook wasJetttnrty to IItt Ct'n/rtof
url~, followed by W" of tM Wor/d5. Then Idiscovered
John Wyndham and on thl'OllghClArke, klllnov, etc. I
watched illllhe TV shows at every opporturuty, but
they came to seem thin stuff beside the bool:s.

Stor Worsarrived and waswOllderful, but I never
ever tllought of It as real sf. Hollywood epicblockbust·
ersbelnganenhrelydlfkrentsorlofpleasurewlthoJll
thelro"'Tlgl~andfalh/1gswhlch~ethern

nothing 011 aUto do With the wntten word of sf
At unlVerslty I bnefly Il\iIdt the nustake of readJIIg

'proper hterature'. Then I dl5COVeJed what [had only
prmousIy suspected: most of It lS pretenlJouS md
tedIOUS. I allM to my sense and mumed to readJIIg
books wluch Wl'Jl' enpyilble.

Memoirs ofan Invisible Man
When 11 was suggested, 1Il a letter to Vtder,lhall don't
l'XISt 1wasn't sure whether to be amused or lllSUlted.
The idea appeared to arise from the fact lhat very few
people in fandom have ever sem, met or spoken 10 me.
Here is as good a plxe as any to explain why.

Once upon a timeJ was a teacher. Seven years ago I
suffered an injury to my lower back. Net result: three
partiallyaushed dis<s in my lumbar spine, with bonus
rheumahsm Ihrown in at 1'10 extra cost. Now all thlS lS
rilther palIllut and the palll limits my movements,
espeoalJyWllhregMd tolJavelhng. I al'iOdon't rt'illJy
havelhestaflUllil noqUlrN for the he.;LK"'·orId of
convenhonet>nng

The good SfdeofbelllgaU but unemplovable IS tlwt
It Itilves plenty of hme for readl/1g booL., magazmes.
and - eventually - dlSCOVmng the BSFA and
somethlJl!called Fandom.50,hilvlJlg had a couple of
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[10',15 mlerested 10 read OaVld Curl's pl'l'fl'l'l'llct' for
(l1JSt Enrownltrstl!tllt Tlurd Kmdovl'fJlldtptrultrlctO:Jy
{ll'S not rd~ - thaI's JUst marketing hyPi' lhal we
shouJdn'tbesoSlllyastosupport}

J used tolhink very highly of the Spielberg film,
unttl I saw 11 agam earher thIS year after an inlerval of
18 years. I wasmosl disappointed. The film collapsed
entirE'ly,so[wondl'l'if/);lvldCurlisdrawingcompari·
sons based on old memories, orlf he has sren the film
ra:enlly.CertilmlyCl(lS(En(OlIrllmlsvisuallymarvel·
lous,butlruitptMrMCtl»yisevenmoreso,Forlhefirsl
tlme 11 puIS on Ihe screen all lhosestarshlps we recall
from old pulpmagazinerovl'fSina way which makes
lhemlool:absolutelyreaI,Ultl'flybrealhlaking.Unfor
tunalely(l(lS([nrollnltrshasonlyOlll'olhl'fvirtul'bI'
Sides Its visuals, and lMllSjOhn Wllhams' glonous
music score, Other lhan Ihat,lllsa vlostlyoverlong
slorvabout a deeply selfish IlIlonwhohloppllvaband
onshlsf.tlT11ly-.wnunedlyhlSchlldrenlorl'all
homhlearwl totlolly out of rontrol. bUI whaldoesthat
say about hlSp.trentmgskllls)-todlasesoml' pretty
hghts.WtuehlSl'UMlnglowayfromrnpotlSlbllltymto
fally1lorw:l III !hi' most dukhsh Wloy po5SIbIl'. I1 IS not
surpnsmg that tilt film ronstlolltly refers 10 DIsney,
evtl'I quoting ~WhI'n You Wish Upon lo SIn" m Ihl'
ml1SlC for the fiNle.
I~ Dry melollwhi!t llIloy br nddled Wllh

pIotholcs,wluchlJ1 thl'Cllf11allortnunorenough to
br forgIVen. but It remlolJ1$ lon unmy thnUlnS
edubratmg apenml"t. A s1lCtol glonousty ClRftTI,J.tJc
film-making on asalt rlIrtly sttn In the CJOs, .tond doni'
lOlth sudllo sensHII-lOoondtr.tond shI'tr PI ol film
(thl'rl'lort'""rorlC5lORStothtlJ'lmllob't~.to.nd

sclollfocVJdtowludl will, prob.tobIy by the hrM you
rNd tills, destroy the scale and INJl!SOC romflOSlllom)
IMtltanonlybtloppiloudedllSthI'brstfunsfTllCMe
SlJICt !hi' 'Stlor Wlors' mIogy ended. And fr.mUy I

§<W4iM*§QI.'.i-,a& don't think wc. should go looking for messages as 10

Slldly.llttrl5noT.mlr'wi"~'hisllmtISMltlyl/llht I ~:~~~:e;~~uslm~thCbest
SJlbst,"tWI' ltt/m I ftcrwN IQ ttspOlrst to lilt In' Matnx
lint frr.'m BSFA. offirifis. no art ,11145 d~IIQllfiN, IN /'lrul Ksfl(fid g,ld M/lrt Plllmmn /IollIllllA' strong 1-
rrsl didn't tfllltt _1I1( lip. PrrIwps 'fIN WI,ml toohsy .t-lId '/l~lltr UK W~rIJcm. mootnl 171I laM c.Jllpbdll1l
om Ornst_. I sImply M!" bt/rtVl' 'Mf ~1I ,n ,h,nt tilt-in! ISSI/t' . .
Mamund tilt 8SFA '"5IHro,ldtr{N' tkat tlrm'slllJlJnng ["'''l PllIl Klnwd
lorompllm.bolit or tltm'sll(llhlllglwpprnmgm O/ff(ll/ tIlJ&wmtllK'llrllRAid Fc&stOflt,Unt.cn9,5AZ
sftorlNIrorIdJlI;'I)'OlIftdslronglyllbolld AlmOSlbeforethl'duslhJ,5sett1edfromlbr~Olllll:l

Hnt'S'5I1UfS'NIIl.1itrls'IINdIOlla-mgJ(l(lftl/l (olltlnllon, KlM umpbell and Pal McMumy Nvt
tlt.- w... ,nd IItt WInlit' pll ,..,olwNy Sit lilt OOlIntrv started talkmg about thr next one. A Worldcm ISI big
tllrl1llglllo IItt "I'll fIIi1/tnIlJlIlIl. Si'ft' \'l'ftS 'It' MaIm tvelt t!l.lIl reqlll1eS big orgMllSihon ,M takes a klng
ftUd 115 ,tf/Idm dill sf C'f "nlllSlf "'-"" ,!Itv iI\'IlIJ hll'll' 10 gel off lilt ground - so ,I IS undmtand~1t
rtnIIII~" rUltl(1lllfl~ MlJ _ ffIII1. PI"~. km thal they should 5tarl worMtg now ullwylort 10 look
wonrllnn: /1PI'I - ~ 11 $MIU In 'PI"'UJ'l'Mlt /I/N III for mother Bntlsh Woridcon III the next d«ade. Bul
rqwlrlwt W1w1_J4pmdtMnsrs~.f3l,!T why thl'rush?Thm IS no ImJll!flohvt tlut Wl'ht*i lo
IndMlpr.' WorIdccrl regu1arly,.tond lherr llIloy bt good.torgu.

Tm ytl1S 't" Maim laI5 OIl liS 6Sdt 1SWi,1nd "'" I mmts for not domZ so. Cerwnly, I an'l help fetlUII
_trill«. -flflMnlrtm PorItf,~slttlnfrodrKtdltmdf. that wt~ IonJl:"f to.tobsorb tilt lessons of tilt IloSl
·t1ItlltlMlllltlflkrof,IttBSfAUmlllltl«,1IIII prtsnll/y ltuft Bntlsh WorIdcms.
trllIm: "Y first. tdillOll ofMlotm. lItt fim 0( IIIIny, I Thefirstquesbonllutrwedstobtlol1SWft"ed IS why
/klpt- Mmy cMrr.fd 11III I IIIIT"~ .In,,At _ weshouldwloIllloWorIdconlolloU.lhlovtbmllllvol-
f1mnm:ll., B5fA Ot!ItT tkmgs don', cMn~, /wmor \·ed to somr o:tent III 00 of the list ltuft Bnhsh
M:lJlTtm Wullll htr tdll_ ~}ilII ('Ill III "'''''~ I/flt Worickons; I hlovl' lolso been loctIvtiy IlIvolved In
/rtttfI ytllr oln'l yow' Etll'IIl(lt'$ 10 Itll 11II' "'.PISS l'ff soenrefiction f.ndom m tht yt'lorsll'lodmg up to lond
M:lIll5tyou'~IOO~~ followtngon from radl of thostMllts. So filr,Ihlovt

Mlotm !IS almrJ tight pages of _I Mort ,IIIn been IINble to tdmhfy a smgle bentfit thlot lony ol
hJlmty-fitttlttltfJ those Worldrons has brought IOlllther Bnosh soenct

1Ju:"woIl.ttrtllitdll,s.tIr' fictlooorBnoshfandom.
. -ChnsTtrfgn ThrsLIIgle most Import.tnt event III Bnhsh sfOvtT

lhel.tstroupll'of d«.todI's was thl'blrth of Inltr..,,.,.
.tnd th.tlowl'SnolhmgtoanyWorldron No Bnnsh
l'oTltl'f who has been sUcce!>Sful m Amenu (one thmks
most recently of Liln McDonald, Ploul McAuley loJId
Stephl'll &ltl'f} owes that SIJ«t.'S.S to the ShOWCloSe of lo

BrinshWorldcoo-mfactBritishWotldronshloveliu
morl' often showused American wrilers 10 lo British
loudience than lhey havl' Bntish writers 10 AmeriClon
atlendees.Andmtermsofthl'HugoAwards,aBntish
vmul' has nol noticeably altered the preponderance of
AmenClon ml.'fTlbers who nominale and vole for lhem
-lhl'rl'isafractionallygrl'atl'l"chancl'ofloBritish
nommee winmngin Brilain,but the rerord is hardly
spectJrularandilcertainlyhasn'lml'anl,anysortofa
breakthrough in Il'rTTIS of sales or popuilonty.

So have the Worldrons had lobenl'linal efferton
British fandom? NO,ralherthl'oppositl'. In 1974/S,lhe
shortlived maguine 5cimct Frction Monlhly
introduced propomonally more pI'Op1l' 10 flondom
(measured UI lennsofronvenhoo altendancl'j lllan all
threeUKWocldronssUlCI'lhen.lnthept'llod1l'lodmg
up to thl' 1979 Worldcon thl' Bnhsh flonZiIll' KmI' WloS
as he.tlthyas 11 has ever been,lhlol !iCI'lll'dlsaf'Pl'ared
asaresuUoftheWocldronandltwaslhl'nud~

beforeitrauveredtolollytlungllkl'lts~Worldron

!evd. After 1987 it dlSloppwed logloill. lmmedlloll'ly
.tofterthl'l995WorIdcoo t~werestgmollo f.tonzuw
rena.issanct (mostly lomong ptopll' urnnvolved WIth
thI' Worldcm, or ptopIe apressmg their reI)1'f lol
escaptng Its dUldles), but the uulllol boom M not
been suslloIned. KIM C.tompbdl gill: ·Wt fetI th.tot
AcbVl' FloI'ldom IS III nfI'd 01 nYItallSlobon-, WIth Ihi'
UTlpbcabon thal another Bnl1sh Worldron would do
justINI-butuaWotidconwllSlI'ldl'edthesolutJon.
wouldn't we now br VI thl' nuddlt of tilt rtVltahs.tobon

broughl.toboutbyllbriKOI1l6l:l(OBbrnIIOI?
So how loboul thI' WIll1 1Nl I1 10'111 brnd'it soenct

fiction ITI ttus country by stJmnS up mltrtSt outstdt
thI' xem" Well. 00 of thl' l.tost three Bnhsh World·
cum gertmled alle.tost 0I\l' tdl'v1SlOll pros:nrnmt {the

1979 Worldcon resulted LII lo shorl series about key si
wntl'fS followed by lo round·up progrllllUT"ll' aboullhe
convenhon).Thl'firstpartofthe~979seri~~ledsf
wllhlosenousnessunusualonBrihshtell'vision-but
11 WllS a levl'l of seriousness tMt has patently not been
sustaltled. A1lthm.o programmes loboul thI' conven
IlonS h.tod I'Xloctly thI' same ahtudl' - in ~6 ye.tors.to.nd
over lhret' Workkms not 0I\l' jot of diffl'ft'lK't' has
bml ~Iohow sf is pl'K'rived and presented. In
Ihi' nm-up to the 1995 WorkIcon. when Ch.tonneI 4
l.1uochl'd IheIr SF Weekend which WllS scheduled to
COLIKIdI' WIth tbt Woridcon. (lond hencel'Xdude a
notable poroon 01 Its loudJenct} 0I\l' of thl'peopII'
IJ1vo1vedUlthl'wholeenlerpnst'dldnot UTIlogtnetherf
was lolly diffmnct betwl'l'n sf and ufos,.tond stilI saw
soenct limon programmes lIS pnrn.tonly louned lot
duldren. The magu.mr SfX h.t:; done more to she up
medlll Interest III sf th.ton lolly Woridcon has dmt.

Inshort.lcansttnoevJdl'nrethalBrihshWorid
ronshaVtbrnefiitM Bnllsh sf or Bntish fandom. But
maybe it IS not.tobout WMI Brilloin will get outof It, but
WMI BntaUl will put into it. If loilJUism was thI' hwt
of It loil Ihtn 11 mightbr an.l'nterpnsl' worth
supporttng. If wr IINgmt thal Brihsh SCJf!ICt 6mon
.tond fandom hlovl' a distinctivt dIaractensbc then
llIloybewtsbouldbttdhngthtworld.

bceptth.1lonthtl'Vldl'flCt'olWoridconstodlote,
tMt lStlOI1ikl'lylOhloppen. Thl'rnosIlMOvallvl'loI'ld
succtSsful dement 01 tht 1987 Worldcon (perl1aps thI'
only successful p.torl of that con.venhon) WllS the
fanroom orglolUSCd by Greg Pidl'f'3gi1l. It was, m
dfeet,lo typteal BnIlSh convention in the heart of lo

Workkon lMI Md oIh1'rwise t51:hewed everythmg
Brinshand It WllS so suCC'l'SSful thalit was copied lotlo
Worlckon acro!>S the Atlantic in lo curiously wlotered
down Vl'fSlon known as ttle Floll Fayrt. So whal
happened in 1995? Rlolhl'f lhan pg block to lo

successlulongmal,wl'stagl'd a pall' copr of the Fan
Fayre. Alllhe modl'ls for Worldrons (WIth very few
honourable acepti005 such lIS Iha11987 fanroom) ate
American. and British Worldconshave tended to copy
lhose models. This isn·l mere slavishness - to win a
Worldronbid,and then 10 suslain and run such a
convenhon, you need massive American support; if
you don't do il IheAmerican way you'rl' not staging
whal lheyrecogniseasa Worldron, and you don'l get
lhat support. So British Worldcons hardl! have a
sparkling record Whl'flll comes to presenting -and
rtpresenting-Britishlandom.

And ItIe rKOrd isn·t much better whm it comes to
pre5l'f1hngBntishsciencefiction.BritishWorld~

art lrlodlhonally seen lIS loll opporturuty to bring lolhls
COUI'ltry maSSl'S of American writl'fS we nught not

otherwise get the dwlce to ml'et. A worthy l'nOugh
lomblhon In Its own WloY, bul 11 hardly makes for a
gnndstlond presenllohon of what makes sf m this
country valuable oc aotJng. [ don't mean to br
JIIlgolShC about thlS -forme the most lhnlhngthlTlg
lobout mbr 8£OIUll;l (ontr:nllllll WilS rneebng Samul'l
R. Dtlany, lond 1Nl probably wouldn't hloVI' bem
po5SIbleOUtsldrlo Woridron. Butlo Wotidcon 00'1

loboulglViIlgmrloclwlCtton'Wtmyheroes,oc8'V1ll8
lolly other WorIdcon ocg.torosers 1Nl dllonct, romt to
that. What IllSaboutlS ... whlot?

I ClotI't stt why we should wlonl mother 8ntJsh
Woridron. So fM, I'VI' sem no Mdence that lollyont
tbt has thoughllobout JIIIfy we shoWd Wlol'lt tIus. But
unti!wt'vtlor\SWeredthatquestJon.atleast,ldon'l
Ihm~ wt should evtl'I bt COl'ISldenng pulling <J:rIOd\I'r
Workkonbtd mpl.toct.~



i from Muk Plummrr
i 14 NorthmlY Rood,Croydon,SIITrry. CR06jE

i ~a~~;t ~~~utt~hi~~:~: ~:~e ~;:e':oK~
wondm of fandom tilrough another British Worldron
and on page 21 there's Tanya BroWTI explaining how the
manifestation offandom she saw at theWorldron in 87
nearly put her off the whole show for life. h does rather
tend to support KIM'scontention thatCollSpiracy failed
asanentry-levelCOllventionbutwasthlsaroletowhlch
it asplfed in thefirsl place1

I've never been COIlvinCed that Worldrons bring
significant numbers of new people into fandom. Oh
sure, there have been a few who came in through that
route but Idon't subscribe to this idea thata Worldconis
a good way "to Introduce the diversity of fandom toa
generation who have grown up With sm.'11Ce-f!etlOnal
things happening as part of everyday hfe, but who may
notrealisethereisa fine social life allached." Pel>Onally
lean't see that many people being willing to layout a
substantial sum for a registration fee (£100 III 1995)
because they want to find out about this "fine social
life"; it's a lot of money to pay just because you're
curious. And anyway, why do you need something on a
Worldron scale to introclucepeople to the "diversity of
fandom"?Can'llhisbedonejll5taselficiently tilrough
an EaSterCOll (which has the added advantage of a
significantly lower membership rate)?

I must admit that I'm also curious aboul this notion
that another Brilish Worldcon within the next decade is
somehow not merely desirable but actually nt('tSSlIry.
·Weneed 10 encourage fans established in 0111' area of

activity to take a look at what else is available," says
KIM.Setting aside the interesting question of who the
·we" might be in this particular context, why does
anybody "need" todolhis? And even if we accept that
Iorsomebizarrereasonthisisactuallyn~sary,why

can this only be accomplished Ihrough a Worldron and
not. as mentioned earlier, an Eastercon?Speakingasa
lan who is, I guess, established in al least one area of
activity,lwould hke to think that I am perfectly capable
of taking a look al wllat else is available without KlM
and Pat going to all Ihe trouble of running a Worldcon
to enable me to do it.

Following on from Roger Wilson's letter. I'd agree
that Hay-on-Wye isn't terribly good for sf; thesperialist
shop there is both expensive and uninspiring.l·d
recommend The Fantasy Centre (157 Holloway Road,
london,N78lX). It never ceases to amaze me that so
many fans-even those III the Greater london area Itself
-don't seem to know 01 its existence. Anyway,lor the
benefit of those who don't know about it, the stock is all
serond-handsl I fantasy and includesstandard'readUlg
copies' and rollectablesas well as a large range of puJp
and digest magazines. For those who can't get to
London regularly (or at all) they produce a calalogue
several times a year.rn

FromT~rryJ~ves

56 Rtd San Driut. Scurborollgh, N. Yorks., YOJ2 5RQ
I enjoyed M11lri;r j122) even more than usual although I
can'tsaythesamefortherover~sorrybutitwasabit

'messy'!
Sorry to hear 01 theTAFF fund snafu. I suppose it

was inevitable sooner or laler. Isuppose a central,two
(or three) signature accolUlt might help - but that
wouldn'l solve the current crisis. At £80 a month it
will take over two years to pay back thedefirit.

I got one of those Penguin 'Irina virus' letters and
decided ilwas an inept publicity stunt, so IjlUlkedit.

I also enjoyed Andy Sawyer's piece on sundry sf
publications and I'm pleased to say that the latest
issue of Algis Budrys's Tomorrow: TIlt MagllZine of
Spm4/aliV!' fiction has my short story "The Einstein
Instant"therein-I'vecrashedtheAmericanmarketat
last - I even got an invite 10 join the SFFWA but
derlinedbecauseoftheS45dues

Anent Roger Wilson's letter, why not run
(oo:asionally) a section listing sf dealers - Ken Slater,
Ken Cowley, Simon Gosdl'\, Mike Don all being
I'llcellent dealers, Seems a useful item for readers
[Coming soon! - (hris[ I've visited Hay-on-Wye twi~

andbothbmesloundthesfoverpriced-1932l1Sflor
00 for I'llample

Had a surprise today whilst browsing through Ken
Slater's massive catalogue, I looked for one or two
well-knoWTI 'names' and suddenJy realised thal a very
high proportion of authors were strangers to me. Once
upon a lime I would recognise lll}.9O% of authors in a
catalogue, now they are nearly all new to me. Old age
isheU.~

Wt also ntllrd from: John OlUs, IIndy Sowyfr, Mark
Valrntinr, and an anonymous member who smt a
(hrislmasCl/rd. Thanks!
Idohcpt,ontllr [romalltllsla frwofyo" forlhr nul iss~r.

Ifanlylolrllmtto,rr,goamly ..
-Cnds

- r;,/iGf news,-;:::=========::::
IMPORTANT!

o Let's All Go On An Eutertwlid,y
Interven!ionlsllusyear'snaIiooaJUKconvention,andwilas
usual be hosting !he BSFA Amual General Meeting. nos ill
happening at !he B.ilarm Adelpbi Hote in Uverpool frl)'ll 28 to
3t Mard1 t997. Please l'lOIe tha! you must book soon: lhere will I
be no oMhHOOf membefships available, and the rates nse
toLSOOIlt Mard1: membership doses OIl 14 Marcll. 11 you book
beforeMarcll~eosts£J5(£25..rrwa~.Seelheeventslisting

fordetais,OI'lhead~sewhefeinthisissue

Yoo doo, need to be a ftJll member to atteod the BSFA AGM.
however(~rdl!l'lCOltageyoutodo$O-youwonlregret

itl).Alpress-tirneifsnotCl!!lainpreciselywkentheAGMwilbe
ha~(probablyOllSallrdayahemoon),sopleasecootad

",ureen Klncald Spellei' for fyrther infOl1'l1atioo (adiessl
phone I emai de!a's OIl ~ge 21. We'd like to gel as many
members as ~tMe to !lie AGM: we wall! to see what youloak
likelooi Comeaiol'lgandmeettheganij,moanatus, te8 us what
youwanl from !he BSFA:hey, you can even vote usanout~you

ltlink you COlAd do better, The BSFA will have a staB in !lie
dealers·roorn!oo,soeorneandinlrod.iCeJ'l'l'JfSell
Hope to see youtrlerel

o Addrel!lChange
PleasenotelhatEllzabethandPaulBlllingefhallCoowmoved.
SendalrM!Wals,acXtesschangesetc,to

PaLiBi!linger
BSFA Membershlp Seo-elary
llOl'1QRowCtose
E'fCrdoo,Dal'elllry,Northants.,NNt1JBE

TetOt32736166t
Emai:billinger@enterprlse.net

o Don', Forge'
" you havenl yelfiled i'1 the BSFA Mernbership Survey in the
last mailin9, there's Sliltime. And nomnatioos lor next year's
BSFAAwards are now open ~OI' wens po.Jb!ishedin 1997). so let
Kev McVeig, know ~ you COOle across somett.ng !tla! takes your
lancy.
Ahappy and prosperous t997 to eacll and every 0l1e 01 you.

-ChrisTerran

[JffiJ@ITl]@W
~

Your Treasurer looks back at the fast financIal year
CJ The obvious and disappointing thing about the BSFA's results lor the

year ended 30 Seplember 1996 is the return to a loss-making
situation. As I said when commenting on lasl year's accounts, if the
BSFA Is to expand its activities then we really need 10 be making, on
a consistent basis, profits that can be ploughed back Into projects like
the publication of A Very British G8nrs.

The principal reason for this year's loss is Itle slgnlficanl lall In
Income. Last yeafs turnover was boosted considerably by sterling
efforts atlnlersection, the Glasgow Worldcon, whlc:h not only raised
funds from the sale of T-shirts, publications and, 01 course, the
tombola, but also broughl an influx of new members, sadly, and I'm
afraid thal the irregular publishing 01 the mallings has probably had
something to do with this, there nas nol been a correSlXl'lding rush of
renewals In August and September 1996.

Having observed the falling membership numbers, sleps have been
taken recently 10 reduce costs aocordingly. For example, the number
of magazines prinled for' each maJllng has been cut to a minimum.
These cosl savings, however, cannol match the fall In subscription
levels and are, to some exlent, COtJnteracted by increases In postage
costs. The large lall in 'cost 01 sales' - that Is, the direcl cost 01
producing the magazines - is attributable to the publishing schedule
rather than planned cosl savings. During the year ended 30
September 1995 a full six mailings were issued; in the year to 30
September 1996, however, only live issues 01 Veclorand Matrix_re
produced

I bope that at the end 01 the next linancial year we will be able to look
back al a full six maillngs. To finance this, however, we are going to
have to do some serious work in promoting the BSFA and Increasing
the membership numbers. Obviously the Committee are making
plans 10 Ihls end, bul every little helps, so If you enjoy your
membership don't forgel to recommend the BSFA to your friends
(and relatives, the milkman and anyone else who knows you),

- Elizabeth Bilh'nger
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COMPANY INFORMATION FOR THE YEAR ENDED
JO SEPTEMBER 1996

DIRECTORS: A. C. Clarke I. M. Banks
M.1. Edwards 5.Clovef
D. R. langford K. McVeigh
A.Sawyer M S.Spelll'T

SECRETARY: E. A BIUmger

REGISTEREDOFACE: 60 Bournemouth Rood
Folko!'SlOnl'.Kent
CT19SAZ

COMPANY NUMBER 921500

DIRECTORS' REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
JO SEPTEMBER 19%

1"hfod,rPctorssuhm,I thr.! n'port and accounts for the yeil' endl'd 30
5l:'ptem~rl996.

Prindpala(l:ivilj~

llle pnnClp;l1 act,v,l," oll~ ('Ompany durl1\g the yl'ilr wen.' the

promotion of science fiction and the puhlication and dlslributlonof
science fiction magilzlOt'S.
DirtdOrs
lne directors who held office dunng the year are as follows:

A. C. Clarke C. A. Grl.'n\
l. M. Banks D. R. !.angIoId
E. A. Btlhnger K. McVeigh
C. M Cary (~lgned 31/5/96) M. D. P1ummer
A M Cook (resigned 31/5/96) A. Sawyer
M J Edwatds M. S. Spellet
J CtoVl.•t(tnagnt'd31/5/%) C.j.Terran
5. Clover

M. J. Edwatds, 0 R. Langford, A s..wyer, M. S. Speller mire by
rotahon and bemg elLg.ble offer themselves for ~lection.
SIfl'-U (omp;any uemptions
ThIS report has bf.en prepared lakmg iKlvantilge of the e);emptions
conferred by Part 11 Schedule 8 of the Companies Act 1985.
On behalf of the board: E. A Ehllmp. Drrrdor. 9 NOl'OflM 1996
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PROflT AND lOSS ACCOUNT" F~ THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPT. 1996

.,,, 1995, ,
Co.t of •• le.

Gro.. profit

Net operating expen.es

Opentin9 profit Iloss,

Intere.t reeeiv..bl.
Profit ILo"l on ordin.ry
.ctiviti•• bsfor••nd .ft.r
tu.•tion (5451 75)

Retlllned proflt brought forward.!......!.!! 348

R.t.in.d profit c.rri.d forw.rd£.....1ll .L..!.!!.!.
Theonlylecogni$edgan-1oulOlltlllpll'riodillhelosslorlheyea.otE545
The•• we•• no aoqu'SIliont afldno dlf/Xlntonuedoperalions in lhll yea'

NOTES TOTNE FlHANCIAL STATEMENTS
F~ THE YEAR ENO£D 30 SEPT. 1996

1 Accounllngpolldn
8asisof~.Thesrmuntsllll... beenprepllrwdunderthehistclril:al
COSlcotl\o'8nbon.

l:lspowaiIlion.o.pr.cisbonisptOYlldedsll'i1ltlSCillculatedlOWl'ileolllhecosl
01 IangibliIfilI«IUSllts_lIlwtJpsd«lus.s!ulIi¥llSas\olDws:

lAltary· 10"J', 1* annumont •.wang lllIsis
Slor*:Stoekstresu.l«liIlltllllowerolcostandnetlNlisilblBViIIuB.

2 TUIllO\lIH

TumcMlf represents incxlme from lW*"p:ions. l)I.lbliCiItions. aMrtising and
associal«lsaln\Og1ilthlHwilhtund...,SH'IgKtivilills.

3 OperaUfl9prolll
This IS $latlld an.. dlatgl"9lhl1lo1owin~r

1"6 1995, ,
Oeprl!clation ) 3

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 1996

19" 1995, ,

Craditor.
.....ounts falling due
within one year 8 l......!ll .L...l12
Nat ClIrr.nt ...... h 534.!......Q.2!

Total ...... t. 1•••
Currant Liabiliti.. (.....1!l f!....ll!

£.....lll E.L...ll!
The o..llCIOl'$a,. SolIIO$litdlhat ItIe IXlmpSny was IInt~1tld1O .xemption under
subsecbon(1IolMt1lOtl249AoIltIIICOfI'lPaII,"Ac!1985andlh.atnomembllror
msmbsts ha... requNl«I an aucM pursuanllO.ubs«bon (2) oI5edion 2498 in
relalionloltlllKClCll.W'ltslorltllllinanelll~.

TheOnclors~"""fflPOnSibiiIieslor

, enSl.ring~tIheCOO"lf*l)'kHpsMXlDUllllng.fICOfdswludlcomplywilh5edion

221;snd
ipntpillringKalUflUwhlchgr.-.strue~liiirviswollhestaleola~oIlhe

c:ompanyasatlheenclolltllllirlancillyNJ"andotitspn:lfitorlosslorthelirwlasl
period in SCCOfdanos .wh the requnmentS 01 Mdion m. and wIW::tl othlI<wiM
oompIyWllhlhe~oIlhl1lC.""'tJngIOKClClI.W'lLiOlii.asapplicablelO.."""""",

TheDoredDrsllilwlaksnact.tilntilgeDtltlllspKOllilJ~eonIemNlbyPilrt

1 DtS<:hedule8Dtlhteornp,.n;..Ac!1!M5tndllll... donesoonlhegroundslh.at
in tt-oprjon lhtcon'1PW'YisentrtlldlOlhoMt.iImplICII'IS ast smalloompany

On blIhiIIlol lhtboilrd E..A8iIing«.Dncb". 'No~'996

888,
ill

1995,
'"'"..
150

!....ill

Co.t
... t 30 SeptelSber 1995

& lO Septl!lSber 1996 ill
Oapraeiation
...t 30 Sl!pt'lSber 1995 88B
Charge for the year 3
At )0 Sl!ptelSbu 1996 ill
Nat book valua
At )0 Sl!ptelSber 1996 22
At 30 Sl!ptelllber 1995 .:::l1

Libral'Y AWill'dt Total, , ,

, Creditor,: .mounlS ttlllng duso wtthln __ yet'

19",

1996 1995, ,
...ll ---i

1"6 1995, ,
PrepoY'S.nt. and accrued incQaI! ill ill

.. Employ....
Th. oompany IIIId no ilmploylllls ciJrinlllhs yea•. Th. SIHVices ollhe di'llC!OfS
llllve betln provkIedon a YO!unlary lllIsls and IfIIlI olcha'llll,as in previous,....

5lntt,utrecslvablt

Loan frOll Mexicon Hat
Tr"de ereditors 2,556
ClIrrent corporation tax 19

"'eerud. 4'
l....!.!.!

, SharecsplUl
Theoompany11II1 no wrecspIalbelnglimr*lbygwo'an!ee

10 Capll" commllmenrl
CommotmIIntsIorCilpltalt.PiIf'l(itureattheyearand-.EniI(l995£niII

1,101

-.l2

1,309
DO

ill
2,213

'""

1,292,..
.L.1!.!
3,157

C.p.tslsndRe.arv••
Profit and 10•• accollnt
Other re.erve.

Pb<.d ...... t.
Tangible "'net.
Current .....et.
Stock.
Debtors
Cash at b"nk



....:-events----------------
: IMPORTANT: 6 Mar 1997: London SF meeting

. Please6I1doseanS4Ewhencontadi~convMOOns. 8 Mar 1997:,The Nightwatch

.ElIottsamlNdetoensu."lheacevtaCyofaltheinfomJaliM Bab)i:ln5ccnventJonattheCOOl'lau~tRoomsinl.ondon,GueSl

Ilert,butcheclll'liththeconvetllionbelorebocldng. I$JettConaWllY·
./1 jOU M, Of knowof. anyuntsledconvetlrions OfeVllnrs pIus8 ewci! 35i, 141 Warden RGaQ, Can'ley Islarod. E~~. SSS 9BE
JetmeJulowarlheed1orialadlhss fl101753n1078

•PlIa~menfu.1Mamx wIIIlIIenqumg., 9 Mar 1997: The Nfghtwstch
'Speciallhanks to. o.v, Llngford, Chrlt OShH, BridgI' JtfIConawayscootsuptoGtasgowforarlOlherone-day&byIon
WllkII'llM:emlfSlltllWlf. 5C011Y8l1tioo. Venue islheOualityCemral Hotel. Prof~s 9010

22 Jan 1997: BSFA London Meeting leukemia and CaI'Icer ChilO'81fs fund.
TheBSFA'slreemtl1l!ll)'meeting:sar'heIdinl!1.~room:<l~14.POBox3870.Troon,KA107PZ
of toe Jubilee TiMlIT1 on YOlk Road. LoMcti $El, be1ween *sectotH~lod.deaon.co.u~
Waterloo arod Westminster 1lricIges. Nearest S1atioos Wa181100 .http://\I\o'\I·91od,deaon.co.uk/sectorH/
lmaini'leor UnderI7W'd)or WestminsrerlUndel'grour.dl. Things 15 Mar 1997: UKCAC
Slanalaboul7.00pm;i1yougellhereearlyandlheupSlairsroom UKCo1ic:sMC(IlwentkrlallhelnstitlllealEI1Jcatkr1,8edl(»'d
Isdosedwe1benthemainbariW1d.~inooubtthelaf'do(dwWl Way,l.orldon

~:I=~sO~2;0:~~a:=~. ~UKCAC,POBo~I4Q,Glasp,G15RN

31 Jan _ 2 Feb 1997: HarmonlX ,21-~3 Mar 1997: AKFT Konventlon 3
Fill<. (si related music)~ al tile ROlel ~e1. :~:afTll!!leon(owr.1SsMly)allneWar'W1d(l\rmSHotejil1

~~;'~:;.~;.;;:sts Sue Mason, Mary Ellen Wemls ~~Ialfe W~son, 29 Coultel1hall Road, BliSWlltth, Northants., NN7

~ HamlOrllX, 3West$hrul:bery, Redaod,llIistol, BS66S1 * )ohnfrellant.de~n.co.u~

31 Jan - 2 Feb 1997: pegasus 97 • http://lMI.rellant.delllOn,co.u~/akft/lndex/ht.l

~~~.a~~to~~::' :m~:~~ 26 Mar 1997: BSFA London Meeting
E3O, chid £15, or £15 per day; d1eqJes payable 10 "?egaslls 28-31 Mar 1997: Intervention
Coovelltions-(pleaseindude2largeSAEs). The 1!}97 Easlereon, Ihtmed aroood 'CommLrJication'. Veru is
~Pegasus 97, 16 BramweI St" Eas1'IfOOd, RolIlerham, S. theAdelphiHolelinl.iverpool.GueslsareBrianAldlss,Octavla
VoOOhie,S651RZ Bu1lef, DIYId Langlord andJon BIng. Membership is now E35
6 Feb 1997: London SF meeting allentlng, £25 supporting (»' unwa~
Welingloo pub lJIlPOSite lhe Old Vie exit from Waterloo Station. 01nlerlention, 12 CrowsixJry Close, Emswcr!h, Hants, POlO
tond:lnCide'meelingsareheldoo!helirSlThufsdayineacn ITS
mCdll,ardusuaJystaltaboul5pm. No special wents but very !llOl234376596
popJarandctowded *intervention@pc.pey.de~n.co,uk

0 .... 1umupl .http://ds,dial,pipe~.cc./.inetya.tech/interven

8 Feb 1997: Conpulslon 97 .M.
Gaming con SOI'llll'WIlere in Edflburl1l witn guests Sieve Jack- 3 Apr 1997: London SF meeting

:nciea",:,:v=nd~=R:::,::t:=~50Lane,19 Apr 1997: UnConventlon 97
Kirkliston,ED299DU The alVlJal FOf!tatl TIfflfIS convenlioo at the InstiMe oi
*geu@ed.ac.uk EWcatioo, !ledI(»'d Way, London. Last year's was reviewed in
.http://INW.ed.ac.ukf''1eas / Mab7xl20,
14-16 Feb 1997: Attitude: The Conven- o unConYefllioo 97, PO Box 14Q,Gtasgow, G1 SRN
lion 23 Apr 1997: BSFA London Meeting

~;::~~~:=oo::~e(~e:.at.l= 1 May 1997: London SF meeting
Is !he Abbey HoIeI, Great Malvern, Wrxcs, (where lhe 1997 2-5 May 1997: The Mission
No'iaQ)(ll'filbelleld}:ralesareE33ppp1sing1e,E29ppp1 St.lrTrel<Q)(lventionatlheNotbreckCaslleHotelin8lackpool
OOIbIe,!wul,tliplectqJad. C!lWolt359,141WaroenRGid,Canveylsland,EsseJ.SS89BE
0r«lFloorAat,14PTit11ewe11ScJJare,Southe!lckln·Sea,SSl ({)OI753nl078

~~114281())97 11 May 1997: Fantasy Fair 7
*Htitude~bitch de~n co uk Qn&.day IMlIll s,ponsored by Peterb«ooil SF Club, at ltle

2~~23Feb1997: TrinCon2 , . =-4,:d:sts,;e:e::deal~~:i(»,£I~e::~'
~~~~r:::~~~amS::~: ~Bruce Ki1g.1 The Halards, Eat01 Soccm, St. Neo!s, PE19

Gill AIdennan,laln BIWlQ, Pit Cadlgan, Jonathan C.fToI, ({)OI480216372
MaggIeFurey,Stepllen Glillagher,lialryHarrison, M1chael
Matshall Smith, Paul J, MeAuley, lan lkDonald, Klm New- 23-26 May 1997: Year of the Wombat
man, NlctIoIasRoyle, GeotI Ryman, tucius Shepard, Dnid Hun'lOllleonvention at the, 8eSlwood Lodge Hotel, Noltir'4IIm,
WingrO'it,aodmote.Alfctct'lyE15,wtKhlsthe'~e.booking' tI1emedoohangovers.Registration,E2SuntijEastetC?"
rate and must be ~id belOIEI15 Fib 97; on lhe dool' n be £2(}, 0Vear olll1e Womtlat, 22 The City, Beeslon, NolllrIglam, NG9
Undetl4sandOl'llHlilY~SS8S00st£12.CheqJeSIPOs~yabIe 2ED
10'OublinL.niYetsity~FIdionSociety' 24-26 May 1997: Fantastlcon UK
0TrioClln2,40Dan~Stree1,OublinS,lteland General corwention alttle Hari'C9lle Internatiooal Cooft<eoce
*sfsoc@l!Iths.tcd.le , Cemre Guests II1dude Harry HatriSOll, Dal'icl Gemmell, Usa
"http,I/INW.csc,tcd.le/-sfsoc/tnncon Tunl" Ramsey Clmpbell. Jacll CoIlen and Rog Ptylon.
26 Feb 1997: BSFA London Meeting propnetor oIlhe Arlli'omeda Booksh~ in Blnfungham E~eI1ts

2 Mar 1997: Plcocon 14 ondude ijems on CIil rado sf and a corn~e/IeI1sive video
Impe!iaICollege'sarllllJalOOl'dayeonvention,~donaSunday, pr~mme ~atesunW.l Sep 1?96~reE40.50an~,£13,50
lQam-8p'n. An ideal and ctleap inIrodIction to eon~eI1tions. suppor1lng.witn rll<1Jctions for incivic1Ja1 ~ys. ChilQ'enagecl5
GueslsareSimonlng.andNlcholasRoyle:membefshipisE8 andbeloware!ree,~hten\tldef14hal1pnee
(students tI1Iy (3). 0SAE 10 Fanta$liO:;ll UK, 38 Planetree Ave., Fenham,
0lCSFr10ICUrion.8eitOuad,PlinceCoosooAoad,london, Newcasll"upon-Tyne,NE49TH
SW72flB *.ir9~~aber.ac.uk

28 May 1997: ArthurC. Clarke Award
ScienceMuseum_~vitallononly.

28 May 1997: BSFA London Meeting
This month's meeting may be dlangedor car.celled Wt to the
dash witn the Clarke Award.

11-14JuI1997: ThaAllfance
Major~5cooatIheNorbrll();CastIeHotel,BtaQqlool.The

enormousguestisllndudesJ.MlchaelSlree:ynsklaod
membersl'ipIs E70.
~TheAl\iance,141 Warden Road,Canveylsland, Essex,SS8

9B'
18-20 Ju11997: Convocation
The 16th Uni<:on rombirled witn!he British rlMe.p1ayitlg game
eon~,VenueisNewHallinCambridlleandlheguestis

S1ephen Brust E20f8lJslration, and I'kXTlbers are IWnfled to 180
GlConYocation,19UphaIRoad,Cambridge,CBl3HX

25-27 Jut 1997: Voyage 97
TheseoondVoyagero!heBonomofrheSeaconvertion.heldat
t/leNovlll~,~GaIt,Shelfield,'Wonde!lulfliendy

atmosphete, episodes, discussions, costume ~lIy, writllfS'
wotlc.shop,zine library: But node1ais 01 rales, l.rJfortunately
0Voya~97,15FulIenCMll'l.Exeter.Devon,EX2(()Z

3 - 5 Sep 1997: LoneStarCon
The 55l!l World si eonvernioo in San Anlonio. Texas, Guests
indudeAIgI.Budry., Micllael MOOIcock
o PO Box mn, Austin, TX 7lI755-2277.USA
UKagent:t.liket.loit.27Ham~onRoad,WOICtsterPark,Surrey

KHSEU

23 Oet - 2 Nov 1997: Coachcon
Coachlrip starting in London, via Portmeirion, 10 Euro-Oclocon i~

Ireland,andbacktoLct'rdonfortheWotldF~asyConvenlion

~SAEor2xIRCslo~RichbomeTelTlce,London,SWS1AA

24-27 Oct 1997: Euro-Octocon '97
The 1997 Eurocon ard IreIand's national si coo o::mbi1ed.
0Euro-Oclocon~7,21181acktlotseAvenue,Out:iinl1,lreland.

*MllChuqh@to:l.ie
*http://arrOCJanLltC,lci,ie/OCtCX::on.htll

31 Oct - 2 Nay 1997: World Fantasy Con
vention
1997 sees Ihe ctIlter.aryol Bram Stoker's DriJclJIa,andltle WFC
wilbecelebratinglhis(WhidlOOoibll&sselplainslhecontact
adci'&SS).Veroeis!l'wlllrillanialntemationalHolelil1Lct'rdon's
DockIands,rlOWrestoredallerbelngblownupbytllelRA.
MembershipisrlOWt75.
0POBo~31, Whilby, NorthVorks" Y022tVl.

14-16 Noy 1997: Novacon 27
The 1997 Novaeon mO\l9S ClII dBin'nir.gham toltle de Vere
Abbey Hotel in Greai t.IaIYem, Gueslis Peter F,HaminOll and
r~ratioois£25lX'l1i1April

014 Parll Street, Lye, Stourbridge,West Mdands,DV98SS

10-13 April 1998: Intuition
Thel998EasterconalltlePicaliDyJarvisHotilint.lanehester,
Guesls COIlnie Willis, !an McDonald and Martin Tudor
Membersl'ip Is £28,£15 supporting. Nolenewlddress,
0In1l.1tion,lWaverleyWay,CarshallooBeeches,Surey,St.15
)lO
*INTUITION@szof.de~n.co.uk

.http://INW.ast.cam.ac,uk/Nacb/lntuitlon/intult
ion_lndex.ht.l

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party
Celebr31e the condusion 01 Bilb)tr! 531 the Ratisson Ea..-archn
Hotel, Hea'lt1row, London. ConfJrned guesls are J. Mlchael
Strae:yn.k1,Harlan EllIson, Jecll Coheo. John Rklgeway,
Bryan Telbol, Adam 'Mojo' Lebowitt, John Mal1hews
Membersl'ipl,rTlil tile 1997 Eastercon is E60(instalmer1t scheme
available),underI7shattprice,underI2stree.Roomrates
E40ppp1triple,E.2pppndouble(»'twin,mppp1single
~TheWrapPaI1y,POBo~505,Rtalirlg.RG17QI

*ThelirapParty@bilpin.co.uk
.http://INW.bilpin,co.uk/TbelirapParty

2-6 Sep 1999: Ausslecon 3
The WorkIcon goes down undet,Guests GeotgeTurnef, Greg
Benlotd,BruceGillesple.MembersNpis$l40(US).
~UKAgenI:MaJtinHoare,45rllehJrstRoad,Readng,RG1m
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Oceasionalty wel be fDDlring at American si publishers, and we S1aI'IDlIwilhBMr1 Bookl,an
impom which lends to specia.~se in whimsicallamasy, 51 aa,.enture, military ilIld ijber1arian 51
etc. Vouwoo'tfindlhebDOks~s1ed below i'l most h9l street shops bultheyshOOdbe ava~able

in speoaliSl S10res or from mporldealet's Assu'nethatSl_rl
*Newt(Jjngrich&WilliarnR.Forslch~1945{Sep:S599pbl)-AIlernat~hislory51posiling

thatltle A:<Js pc7lVers woo Vffl 11 Gingrl<:h is the Speaker of the House III R!!flI'e5e!1latives
LDisMct.tastet'BuJoIdcelaganda{0Cl:S599pbR:352ppI-TheseventhVor\o;DSlgan~

Baen are also sjmuhaneousl)' reissuing 8ordersollnlintty(0Cl.S599pbA. 320pp),Fa/lingFree
(Od.S4.99pbR.32Opp).andEthanoIAthos(0Cl:S5.99pbR,256pp)
LDis MeMasler 8ujDld The SpiritRing(OCl: S5,99 pb R: 384pp)-Fantasy altienture.

*Lois r.kMastef Bujold Memoty(OCl: $22.00 hb 0: 48Oppl-The new Mifes Vor\o;DSigan novel
Sinceherf~stpublieatiDnin 19a6 &;okl haswoo .. Hugos for slcries in the 'VDfkDs9an Saga
L. Sprague de Camp & Catherlne Crook de Camp The l/lCOfPOfilted Knigh, IOd: $3.95 pb R:
256pp)-l.igltlantasy
Larry StgrfflSpacer DreaIll5IOd: S5.99 pb R: 256ppl- SI admUure.
WiiliamR.Forslehen&larryStgrillTheFoo'Magic:l(0Cl;S6.99pbO,~ppl-FGrlsehen

was raspoosible Ior the IXious Magic: The Galhemg Filenomenon (a macme tor el:lradifIQ
mooey from imp-essioni1ble teenagers). and this is bilsed 00 his new fantasy card game
plOrrkirlgyenti!ledFanlasyAdl'entures.Vouge!afreeeardwiththebDOk
L. Sprague de Camp The Reluctanll(klg{OCl: $6.99pb l:688ppl-Fantasy, OmniblJsedtiDn
otTheGobWlTower,TheCiocksollrazandTheUnbelleadedKillg.
Robert E. Howard Be)'Olld the Borders (Od: $5.99 pb 1; 256pp) - Heroic famasy,
reconSlrlJctedfromHoward'sleaWl9SbyTK.F.Wei~

lDis MeMasler BujDld Corde/ia's Hooot (NlN: $15,00 hb R: 512pp) - Omnibus reissue DI
Sllan1'i01 Honorancl Barrayar
lDisMcMasttr8ujDld8rothersilAtms(NlN:S599pbA:.J52pp)-AV<noSl9ln~

MereedesLackeyTheFrreRase(Nov:S6,99pbl,448ppl-Rornantlcfantasy FC1·readersD!
MargaretAlWDOd andMarySll!Warrsa)'SBaen.jamnlJy
Wlfliam R. Forstchen & B8I'I OIIlandel The Pr1;e 01 Freedom INo~: $599 pb 0, 352pp1 
"4ilitarislk:51.~tie-VlnoveltolhelateslreleaseollheWingCotrrnarw;le'computergame.whlch

features live·acllOfl segrT1entslrom Mark Hamillancl Malrolm McDowell,Threeearlier be-insare

MercedesLackey&EU.,GuonFreedomFlight{Nln':S4.99pbA:~)

WllliamR.FOUlchenFleetAdion(Nov:$5.99pbA.~)

Wllliam R.Forslehen &Andrew Keith Heiltlofthe T.oger(Nov;S5.99pbR,384pp)
JotephaSllerman ForglfJgthe RlInes (Nln': S5.99 pb 0: 384pp)-OJesttantasy set in Dark
Age Ireland, sequel to: Josep/la Sllerman T/lI5hanMdoalJl(Nov;$5.99pbR:~ISpp)

Piers Anthony & Mereedes Lackey lit Pay TlteeNolilGok1(NlN:$5.99pbR:~16pp)

Fantasy
""'cedeslaekeyBardieVo.i::es(NoY:$5.99pbR;496pp)-Fantasy,bDIi<lD1'TheLarlland
tt1eWren
t.lefcedesLaekey&EllenGuonl<llightoIGI'Iost5and5ha00ws{NlN:$~.99pbR:352pp)~

Fantasy.
Mereedes Leckey & L8l'ry Dlxon BornIoRoo(Nov:S5.99pbR:336pp)-HumOfOUslantasy
a 'SERRAtedEdge'nove!,Vltlerein goocIelves are inlostodl.earraangand bad elves in!o
kililie·pom, snutlfllmsandaugs. TaSle!Ll or Vltlat?
JDdylynnttyeTh85hipEtrant(0ec::S21,OOhbO:4OOpp)-FrstpublcationotllJesequeto:
Anne MeCallrey &JDdy Lynn Nye TheSllip Who Woo (Dee:S5,99 pb R:336pp)
AnneMeCallrey&MargartlBaIIP~(Oee:S5,99pbR:336pp)

Anner.kCaflrey, EJlzabeth Moon & JDdylyM Nye ThePlanetPrates(D9c:S15.00hbR:
896pp)-OrnniblJsreissue.
MargartlBal1 Mathemagies{Oee; $5,99 pb 0: 352pp)-Fantasy. a'Chieks in CIlaimlail'n<JY8j
"A noveIlor anytnewho's ever had ayen to allend a PTA meetinginfularmor.'
EsthtrFrle!Jntr(ed.lChOlsilChaiflmai(Dee:$5.99pbR:352pp)-Famasy
MargartlBalITheShadowGat8(Dec:S5.99pbR;352pp)-Fanlasy.
HDlly LIsle & WallefSpenee The Devil and Dan CooIey(Dge; S5.99 pbO: 352pp)-lig1t
fantasy, Satan'S minions settle i'\ North Carolina. al'ld one ~arltfil1DbiJe devil makes a~d to
flejpaciscjockeywilhtMsralings{no.rICJlChrisEvanS),~to:lionyLisIeSyrnpalJlrlorlhe

DeW(0ee:S5.99pbR;256pp)
JamesP.HoganTheProleusOperation(0ec;S5.99pbR:480pp)-HardslinwtJchtime
lravellersfromlt1e21s1centuryhelpHillerwin,andoolygoodofYarteeknow~owcansavethe

dayDall
DavidDrakeAfIheWarlOlheGafloll'S(0ec:S599pbO:2S8ppl-Ora~,kirl\lotmililaristie

sl,allerT1ptshlJ'nouri'\lnlSslnovel
David Drake MarllU' TheMi/iIJryDimenSion(Dec.S5.99pbR::l2OppI-MIIilary51
DavidDllkelaceyarKJHisFriends(Dee:$499pbR;32Qpp)-"A comblnatiooDlOl'well's
1984anaDrnyHarry.'



S C
Rage,

kull ra~k~~~
, PROUD, THRUSTING Aublron W.ugh showed oft t'Iis wide
tat9ngliteraryknow!edgebylraijngpert,MssomeR.G.B.II.rdlstl
asanenlrantinlt'isyear'shotatldt~gLiteraryR~BadSex

competition.Olherllustledcom~~orswereerecl,tremb6ngS.lmen

Rushdl. and doe-eyed Oorls Lesslng. Alter the awafds were
presenledhalttheiI.Kieocehadatagwtlilelheresttt.medoYerand
wlll1 to sleep
, NEW ART RUMBLED! AIeph's laVOl.lfite ana!1am ~atOl'

recently took a numbered trlWlttvough lhelumbled warren otthe
many identilies of Vedot's BJurred Wet Man, a.k.a. the Lewd Enant
Bum,a.k.a. Ihe Numb E1c1erWart. Given his r&9JIar computer prob
lems we suspecl a wel r.m blunder caused by spi/t cd!H,or rental
mud brew as H's known 10 his guests. MMd ultra-brew is Ihe answer,
and Ih.at's enou\tl of ttis rum, Iewl:I banleril case lhe blur went
.mod
• THE ANsWERCamtridge lJniversityastrooomers have caleulated
ttJbbIe'sCons!anl-afigureconnectinglheV9locityoloalaxiesto
lheifdiSlance-tob842. DoI.9as Adams must be reaching for his
copyrVrt lawyer. Acloser investigation revea!s 42 10 be an everape 01
vakJes between 30 and 55 km $.1 per mlgillpalSee &1 compare ttis to
Hubble's OWIlcaJet.lation 01 550 km s·, Mpc". R8Uters daim the figute
is'asourClolcontroYers(.Ouite.
,X-TRA T'IoI'EStephen Bllter SUWOf'ls l.iYerpooI FC. OK, we can
five Mltllhat &1 shocking is lhe only word to desaibe Ihe news
ooYllI"edupbyaseae1C011spiracyuntjoaw.lhatGlllianAndersonls
anhsenallan. lrstherelieolami$$pefllyoulhasapunkil London,
probably ~S1eni1g to Generation Xardthe X-Pistols
, Irs Au GREEK to AIeph. who mournfl.Gy notes the new name 01
VfdD(slettercolumn.Ohdllar,'¥cb ... aw~.Corningsoon
re'liewsot'tSooksbyr,yartidesooColirlIC,~Oave

Lang!ord'sTheSpace1f,atldn:ous flsil'lgsool'pmanctK.AVector
spokesbu!lerre1orted:"AJeptcansodoftwilhlrscommenlsabootthe
Ietlers page and come bad<.wher1 he can speak Wejsh: 0Jch. Look

"'",IFS AND BUT$IF$ is Inklrmation FatigJe $ynItorne, the latest
e.lOJSelobeexportedftornCalitomia.SymplOfl'lsindudestress,ahun
gerlormorenormation,and"'anlnabilitytomakeeoncretedecisioos",
or 'dithering' as we cai Hhere. Aj:Jparentiy "'more women than men"
sulIer from~. bless the poor little dears. AIeph is not surprised
• HEY, HE CAN'T SUE ..• Fans of Ttrry Prltehett wiI need no
intrOOJction 10 B. S,jBloodyStupdJJohnson.lI1e millster engineer and
arcnrteetwitha ... ~larawoachtounHs(centimetres.miles.who
cares?}, ThusarllC&fllBooksBllerspiashtleadinemayeauseCOllster
nation amongst cMIen9neErs and tOWll plaMerS lIY8I"fMl8l"8:"B. S.
JoMSOII is I'lponoe more" (13 Dec 1996). LlJdojIythis bJmsO'Jl to be
the·cuIl·-i.e.lri;nown-O<MlIiSl,pIa~.ndlim·makeroflhe

SOs and 60s. who CM'lITlilled suicide il 1973. W'hateYet did tie do to
UpsetOOf TeI? Perhap$ it was his writing style, MltlHs 'deliberate
atjvration 01 realistic homogeneity' (Cotr!paIWnfoLMrlllulain
EngJish).lXperha.psHwas!'Vs'novel'TheIkl!onlKlaIls(possiblya
referencetoitsreaders),whichwaspublistledin.box0l27IooS&-leaf
sectioos 10 be shuffiedand read ill an~ order.
Hmm.AleptcanseeTeny'spoir1l.
, PEN BEHAVING BAoc Y PlilIishers' publicists have Deen pttllici.
silgthemsetves, The Village VobJrallanartidereveainglhel1ast
Hest filthy proslowlrtwith-there'sevenan award But gelYe writers
c:oJ<Illcompete:StephenKlngis·ateatjbear,l\e·sthesweetesf.
· NOT EomNG BUT DRowNlNO? BSFA Plbkalions Manager
SteveJetleryhasstarledwritingmemoslo/tlaWsChrisTlrT1Inon
Posl-ltnolespubiiOsIng Prozac. Is he trying 10 leI ItII sometting?
, PASSED MASTERAIeph likes IJlaliIy sl-lY8nwhen it comes
recomlMllded by Brian Ameringen-andhasrecentlybeen 8IIjoying
Galar!esAAead(Di9', 1963) by the shameM~neglectedTerence

Hail•. astiningtaleQlderring-doamonglhestars,He~spedas"a

partioJIarty fearsome comeI, some miBion miles away. soddenly
ctlangedliredionandheaOedquic:k/(IOl'1hehaplessspaceshipaew.
detprtspace.Hethr'iledas1helridiooengenderedbylhe(comefsl
almostrilll·angledtl.l'llprod:lcedar~ilIavaland'leolloosechunks

01 debris'. He trembled as heroic Craig cried "'We're at the rnertyol the
cornet's rage",and had to have a good eOOwrt when tI8 beautitul
genilJsVanilla(look,we'retlotmakingthiSl.p)lluskilyexpla:irledthat
one reason tor Ihe comel's behaYiour migtt be that rt was 11 an 0Ibit
'1t1athasa steep, right·an!1edcomer. whidl~reactledwher1_heaOed
torus". t.4ore IIltxl time. ~llecanb8allheexcitement
, OPEN THE POD BAY DOORS. MuloI' Belated bi1h-ooy~
ngstoHAL9000,whocamenolheworklonSunday, 12 January
1997 (tithe booIl; 1he~lmsal'S 1992). '1iappy Birthda(doesnl seem
qUteriWtt, so, alloget1leroaw:'Oais~, Daisy ... '. 0- 1(.<1<1(,

Iheverybijoum'lrl.lis9f9dedoolhe
oundationofan.comaSOOO.buillbrick
briel<onvaliQusbilsofsoltwa,e(nolably
lullydamp-coufsedup),p1umbedinby

nhpllSerjelSI.dgeoratedin mock-Iudor
sfyle by pde eopyprlnt. not gazumped

atallbybr.ml.ym.lUngservlees.
eonveyaneedbyth.roy.lm.l1

and seltled inlo by you
-matrl,'Z3_IOU/IClI",cI<edbyr>icjonel,lheblKlge1,orbilar.

tr~dtlIUl.wtIil81o..,r,,.,....womatl,!IIa,amonel.llbacn·1
1ul.1Uil••• llIe_tIotIH....."...'-l--nbtHlrwul-J,&ngIand

boolngl4augl1t&redbylimbabw•. penlangle.nidcclral<e,
loo many__.oI1l1K.andlhe"""sperolc)'iv&nsnow

-"!ibron.Ill""'"U.POW'-

SPBVIOM,]RADIOFREEALBEMUTHTINEA
NHUOYDLIUBNACEWCYUNRIOMTUHSADQ
AAAUBTXVTTVBUAZYNPODZQNFTLPMAM
VNTAP FWFNPOBAESTRP UNQOC HB I L DMQ
AI G IWFVNX F I LY HTC I EOGWC EXWMH E SA
L Z I ZTSTXK K KER FALAI TWTMTQ BJLTES
I UTC ZFRHYJ I IYOSNSNATAi\S ZWI 1 RND
SVH RY ROP ENJTWEWAD 1 N NOTW UDJ EOO U
UBENS R ZSTB 1 GMS V KTF I EEL Z TAZ S PJX
WEGXOLOHRR RITNRFC NUP RAR RAP I EDC
PDASWOETUETOIHOTTOPLTDCAVKNLLQ
DPNQRSMTINYEKREHNULHOAADLRCERM
VNYRKEUEARNALEEMPAECLPRRFOGTOF
MAMYJFLINIRALHNCAPIURBOOKXSNWJ
UMENRSTAVAS E I P I BENMGLETATLVUEU
VEOORRSIETHGTMENUIWOEITHRDYEHE
JLEHAEDTYHHPSYUMSBOHMHENTKAHTQ
ABTMBEMEHCTOLLKEAOBEOZTIURNTES
MAAAHHAMAECOTAHMMGOLAJGDIOYERH
AIKTNRYSAEGIPTEOUUEPEKASNACPSV
ZRETXVTMHHMOGCNHTLGHICUPYAGCLS
EAOHALRTGASVLEIOTUNHTENGEMYNLC
OVVTEEMVTX ENYO FTNFYOD ZJ 1 PDERNS
FEEHOX X ERN H X AJE ZC ZODTMG Z P RQ UAC
DHROXKTSNAZFOCFNEAYSOLMBGOUZXM
ETCHNRBVEZ H I IDLAMYLUNWIAIKZ Z KK

i\YFSUQEAUYNEHNQUMAUAJAYMSJCQGO
TGVTJ K H 0 UTFY H PS X V UNOG Y LONX I F YW
HGHPAZSAEWTHECRACKINSPACEISi\ZL
TCMDXLGEN I HCAMG N I VR E S ERPE HTRNO

Due to technkal problems, the results of last issue's rompetitions will appear next time, And the
deadlines have been extended,so you canslill entl'r

• Competition 122 ~Ht(a)rd Of Eltphants~; rome up with some suilable collective nouns for sf authors,
characters,books,fans,fi.lIT\S",
• "Vllimillle- Competilion: Think of an appropriate 'ultimate' Chrishnas present fOT an sf author of
your choice, The prizes for this are two copies of David Pringle's Ullimlllr Et,cydQptdill ef SOWCl' Ficl;lJIl,
worth £19.99 each and courtesy ofCarlton.,,"'="=-. _

P!ea5e 5elld all entries,
loget/lffwilhally

competilioll corrtspo'ldwce,
to the usua!address:

Roger Robinson
75 Rosslyn Avenue
Harold Wood, Essex

RM30RG
by

Friday 28 February 1997

The Prizes
Columbia Tn Star Video a,t"'~ E' OJsIl do~alE'd If E'€ COO ... , 0' I e ~- I TQV e Screamers
~ £ Q 1 _~ I B ~do P lo~ 0 k ~Io"'orl S...C J\J ~', 11~,deo\\dsreleast'd

~ 15Jlu~l, 9~~Jd,r-r'JIQrl~dlrn""llol~II',or'"tedb,Ch~anD"aL;dl,,rdsar,

p~~r, ~ler3 dJ"rr'trR_or T -I 11 Js~r 10 ~rltde"O

you must be ovet 18 to enter the compellllon P~l lJl-l, n ,ourel1tl

COMPETITION 123: "DICK IN A HAYSTACK"
You've all seen these before, I'm sure. Hidden in the letter square are the titlesola number of books by
Philip K. Dick. They can go up or down, left or right, straigh.t or diagonally. Your mission is 10 find as
many as you can, To make it harder, all spKeS3nd punctuation have been removed.

Remove or make a copy of the diagram, and draw a line through each. title you find, Send it, along
withalistofthetlllesyou'vefound,totheaddrl'SSatthebottomofthepage,]t'snouseju5Ismdingm
the lilIes: we want to be sure you've found them! The three people who find the most will each win a
video of Strtl11len(see below). In IheeveTltofa tie, lhe names of all lhosewith lhesame srore will be
pUI inlo the famous hat and drawn al random
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